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nis no | small praise to have sustained | whose decease, with all his rich histori- 
a variety of parts in the drama of life | cal recollections of past luminaries of 

and to have acted each part well. This | the’ church, his friends feel they have 
raise, however, belongs to the subject | lost a connecting link with bygone 
this memoir. Mr. Shoveller was one | generations which cannot easily be 
of those rare characters in whom supplied. = ; 
Btenots of days is combined with great _ Mr. Shoveller was born March 29th, 
y of | ent and pursuit. In | 1760, in Queen Street, Portsea, then 
: ' called Portsmouth Common. His ear- 
ute | liest religious advantages were only 
e | such as the established church supplied. 
| —slender enough at that time, At the 
age: of eight or nine iE cooasionaly 
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tions was “a determination of amend- 
ment,” but though “he said his prayers 
when he rose in the morning,’ and 
determined “he would not sin against 
God throughout the day,” he soon 
found “his prospect of becoming holy 
quite vanished, and he was filled with 
much anguish of mind.” During the 
period of his boyhood and more mature 
life, he was remarkably preserved by a 
superintending Providence in several 
instances when his life was in imminent 
peril, both on land and on the water. 
These deliverances, however, so far as 
they pertained to his earlier years, had 
little effect upon his mind. At length 
God met with him, and the ministry of 
Messrs. Lacy and Meadows—especially 
that of the latter — was the happy 
means of bringing him to entire deci- 
sion. He now began, to use his own 
words, “to see more and more the 
hidden evils of his heart,” but “was 
much perplexed about the doctrine of 
election,” and stumbled at God’s 
sovereignty in the salvation of sinners.”’ 
After much mental conflict, during 
which “he went about to establish his 
own righteousness,’ “made vows,” and 
“framed covenants to serve his Maker 
with entire devotedness,” he was at 
léngth, by the ministry of the word 
and other means, so far settled in his 
religious views and experience, that he 
was baptized by Mr. Lacy, September 
29th, 1776, and united to the church 
under his care. From this period he 
became associated with several pious 
young men, with whom he united in 
“frequent social meetings,” which were 
“very refreshing,” though he feared 
that “pride and vain glory” were not 
wanting on these occasions, which he 
deeply lamented. 

In the year 1780 the decéased re- 
paired to Woolwich with a view to 
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antly compensated by the notice and 
esteem his piety and sprightliness at- 
itracted, and especially by the kind 
| attentions of the Rev. Mr. McGregor, 
|the pastor of the baptist church in 
|that place. After little more than a 
year he returned to Portsmouth to 
assist his father in his business, when 
he formed a pleasing intimacy with 
some of the leading families of the 
church and congregation at Portsmouth 
Common—amongst the rest that of the 
Rev. Joseph Horsey, to whose eldest 
daughter, Susanna, greatly esteemed in 
the churéh for her piety, he was happily 
united in February, 1783. ‘The issue 
of this marriage was four sons and four 
daughters, of whom two only attained 
to adult years. 

This union was 4 starting-point in 
the career of the deceased, from which 
its most interesting passages might fairly 
be dated, not only from the excellent 
partner it bestowed upon him, but 
from the intimate contact into which it 
brought him with his able and worthy 
pastor. 

After some eight years’ residence in 
his own locality ~ during which he 
added to his own business that of 
painter, glazier, and coal merchant, 
which he resigned severally to two 
brothers—he repaired to London in 
1791, finding “trade very dull in the 
peace which succeeded the American 


war,” and urged to some fresh effort by 
“the claims of an increasing family.” 
In the metropolis, at the suggestion of 
his brother-in-law, Mr. Bowyer, minia- 
ture painter to George the Third; 
famous for his splendid illustrations of 
the bible, Mr. Shoveller commenced the 
business of copper-plate printer, in the 
prosecution of which, having to print 
the portraits.of ministers for the Evan= 
gelical Magazine, he formed an inti= 


improvement in his business—that of | macy with sonie of the most eminent 


rope-making—where his painful sepa- 
fation from former friends was abund- 


preachers of the day. Religion indeed 
on a his becca 
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tions revolved, and being not only “ 
Jover of good men,” and “ given to hos- 
pitality,” but naturally vivacious, frank, 
and intelligent, he could hardly fail to 
attach to himself numbers of the : holy 
ae brought a in contact. One 
-of his choice ministerial friends was 
Matthew Wilks, with the reminiscences 
of whose shrewd “sayings and doings ” 
-and quaint humour, he was replete. 
Samuel Medley of Liverpool was ano- 
-ther—if possible a greater original than 
.the former—whose “ eleyen reasons” to 
-the admiralty against a reduction of his 
‘pension, viz. “a wife and ten chil- 
-dren,” he would often tell with great 
glee. 

_.Qther ministerial friends of My. 
Shoveller, whether residing in London, 
_er occasionally visiting town as preach- 
‘ers at the Tabernacle and Tottenham 
Court Chapels, were too numerous to 
“mention. He knew, besides, as a hearer, 


- Berridge, Romaine, Toplady, John 


-Newton, Cecil, and John Wesley, and 
-by the tradition of his own venerable 
mother, who was a convert to his open- 
‘air preaching on Portsmouth Common, 
the celebrated Whitfield. 

. Mr, Shoveller was too earnest a 


_ -Christian, however, selfishly to luxuri- 


friends to meet in rotation at each 


-ate in ministerial intercourse. He 


sloved to impart as well as to receive. 
He accordingly arranged with several 


-other’s houses once a fortnight, for 


 <@hristian conference and prayer, by 
_ -which he states, as well as by the so- 


 ~eiety of his sister, Mrs. Bowyer, his | 


residence in London was greatly 


- egweetened.” These friends. were Mr. 


_ Penny, afterwards the pastor of White's |. 


an absentee, save in case of illness, was 
scarcely known.” 

Amidst such enjoyments, Mr. Sho- 
veller was not without chastisement. 
For some wise end, perhaps “to hide 
pride from his eyes,” the fine features 
which surmounted his handsome and 
athletic person were scarred and dis- 
figured by hot coals from a stove, under 
which he had fallen during a fit of 
epilepsy, induced, it was thought, by 
over exertion at his printing press, 
together with the fumes of a charcoal 
fire required by his business. Though 
“not joyous,” it appears to have been 
a very sanctified visitation—a visitation, 
in the opinion of the deceased, greatly 
needed, from his natural buoyancy, 
tending as he thought too much at 
times to “lightness and frivolity.” At 
all events, he was too entirely a child of 
God to “ escape the rod,” 

During his five years’ residence in 
London, Mr. Shovyeller was connected 
with the church in Eagle Street, under 
the pastoral care of the Rev. W. Smith, 
where he was very active, though he 
was obliged with his wife and little ones 
to worship often at Tottenham Court 


| chapel, from its greater nearness to his 


residence, amongst which latter people 

he was very useful and highly esteemed. 
‘Duty at length called him away from 

the metropolis, with its many at- 


tractions; and in September, 1796, he — 


again took up his abode at Portsmouth, 


his father having resigned business in 
his favour, Once more with his be- 
loved partner he united with the church : 
at Portsea, then under the pastoral care 

| of his fothanindos Ur, lente gs a 


 Portsea, Mr. Avery of ident im 
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return to his native place. Perceiving 
accordingly a great destitution of in- 
struction for the children of the poor, 
he originated a school in which thirty 
boys and forty girls were taught, and 
obtained subscriptions sufficient to pay 
the master £40, and the mistress £30 a 
year; the results of which institution, 
under the title of “The Benevolent 
Society,” were very gratifying, many of 
the children having joined Christian 
churches, some having risen to respect- 
ability in point of social rank, and one 
“by his talents and virtues having 
attained an elevated rank in the pro- 
fession of the law.” Another, and more 
affecting kind of destitution arrested 
his attention; the lack of public re- 
ligious instruction in a populous district 
adjoining Portsea, called Marylebone. 
This, with his zealous friends at Meet- 
ing-house Alley Chapel, he met by the 
erection of a preaching room, which 
was so far successful that a larger 
receptacle for the increasing congrega- 
tion soon. became needful, and a new 
erection on an adjacent spot soon re- 
ceived them. And here it was those 
first preaching exercises of the de- 
ceased commenced, which he continued 
so happily till within a few years of his 
death. Here, also, Mr. Ivimey, after- 
wards the pastor of Eagle Street, London, 
a Mr. Knight, and Mr. Saffery, brother 
of the late excellent minister’at Salis- 
bury, exercised their talents with very 
pleasing success. Mr. Shoveller also 
instituted about this time a “Sick 
Man’s Friend Society,” which was con- 
nected with the church at Meeting- 
house Alley, and “attended with the 
most beneficial effects both to the bodies 
and souls of many.” At this time, 
preaching regularly at Mary-le-bone 
and occasionally for neighbouring minis- 
ters, with considerable acceptance, his 
services began to be much in request ; 
and as he travelled westward once a 
year, in the way of business, he occa- 
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sionally preached at Salisbury, Dart- 
mouth, Plymouth, and Plymouth Dock 
(now Devonport). At Plymouth Dock 
he “contracted a strong intimacy with 
the Rev. Isaiah Birt,” at whose instance, 
together with that of Dr. Ryland, he 
visited Dublin for six weeks, in the year 
1802, where his services where so ac- 
ceptable, that he was invited to settle 
there, with an offer of £200 per year. 
The dangerous illness, however, of his 
father-in-law, Mr. Horsey, which ended 
in his death, calling him home before 
the completion of his stipulated engage- 
ment, his services at Swift’s Alley were 
not resumed. About this time the 
honours of the pastorate awaited his ac- 
ceptance at several places; at Romsey, 
where “he had exercised his ministry a 
considerable time ;” afterwards at Pem- 
broke Street, Plymouth Dock, as suc- 
cessor to Dr. Steadman, on his removal 
to Bradford Academy ; about the same 
time at the newly-formed church at 
Newport, Isle of Wight. His accept- 
ance of the pastorate at Newport, at 
the recommendation of the ministers 
of the Western Association, just then 
meeting at Portsea, was the issue of 
these several. invitations. Over the 
church at Newport, however, Mr. 
Shoveller did not continue long, an an- 
tinomian spirit among the people ren- 
dering his labours very painful. One 
very pleasing result of his pastorate at 
Newport, besides its direct ministerial 
usefulness, was the erection of a sub- 
stantial and commodious chapel, towards 
which he gave £50, and lent £200, in 
addition to the subscriptions he ob- 
tained from his numerous connexions 
elsewhere. Mr. Shoveller was too 
elastic in his make, and too devoted in 
spirit to be discouraged by the unworthy 
reception of his labours at Newport 
from activity in his Master’s service 
elsewhere. We accordingly find him 
afterwards ministering for six weeks at 
Clipstone ; again, another six weeks at 
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Bridgenorth, where he was solicited to 
settle among the very people of whom 
his son had subsequently the oversight. 
“Not seeing his way clear,” however, 
“to go to Bridgenorth, and having been 
urged to fix residence at Poole, in 
Dorsetshire, as a place which presented 
a fair field for usefulness,’ he removed 
thither with his family and his aged 
mother in September, 1814. 

At Poole he spent twelve useful and 
happy years. Here he preached once 
every sabbath for the Rev. Samuel 
Bulgin, besides occupying his pulpit in 
his absence from home. Occasionally 
he officiated for the Rev. Mr. Durant, 
and for independent ministers at 
Christchurch, Ringwood, Fordingbridge, 
Wareham, and other neighbouring 
places, beside his labours at the distant 
village of Corfe-Mullen every sabbath 
evening for nearly ten years. Preach- 
ing indeed was living to the deceased 
—while he preached he lived. Nor 
is this less true of friendship, for 
which he was eminently formed, and 
‘in which he was peculiarly happy at 
Poole, enjoying in addition to that 
of Mr. Bulgin and other ministers 
“the unaffected friendship of Mr. 
Durant.” A still higher satisfaction at 
Poole was his baptizing his only son and 
namesake, afterward the energetic mis- 
sionary, and intrepid assertor of negro 
rights, at Kingston, Jamaica, who was 
carried off by fever’in the zenith of his 
usefulness, leaving a memory still fresh 
and fragrant in that land—a satisfac- 
tion this, indeed—but especially, as he 
intimates the hallowed enjoyment by 
which it was followed, of commemorating 
with that son, with his niece baptized 
at the same time, with his beloved part- 
ner, his daughter and his venerable 
mother, then in her ninetieth year, the 
dying love of Christ. 

But “the Christian man is never long 
at ease,” and though, like Peter, he 
could now say, “it is good to be here,” 
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like Peter, he had soon to “come down 
from the mount.” In February, 1816, 
he was bereft of his “exemplary part- 
ner, by an illness contracted in at- 
tending the sick-bed of a grandson, at 
Portsea, leaving “a fine testimony to 
the reality of religion, and to the 
faithfulness of God.” In January 1818, 
his venerable mother was taken from 
him in her 98rd year, “dying as 
she lived, very tranquil.” “These de- 
solating strokes” he “much felt, but 
having a good share of animal spirits, 
connected with” still “higher support, 
and agreeable society,’ he was borne 
up under these trials. 

Once more he struck his tent, repairing 
again, in 1826, to his native place, with 
mingled feelings ofpainand pleasure, pain 
in leaving his endeared friends at Poole, 
pleasure “in removing to the neighbour- 
hood of very dear friends and relatives.” 
Nor did he return solitary; but after a 
widowhood of some ten years, brought 
with him to Portsea, in the person of 
Miss Hook, a wife, who during a union 
of twenty-five years, was in every sense, 
a helpmeet to him, and never more so 
than amidst the increasing infirmities 
“which terminated in his death. 

Very remarkable was the evening of his 
days. Returning to Portsea, a hale and 
vigorous borderer on seventy, in easy cir- 
cumstances, with an unblemished cha- 
racter, rich in Christian experience, and 
in knowledge of men and things; ac- 
ceptable in the pulpit, and overflowing 
with anecdote and chastened humour in 
the social circle ; seldom have so many 
elements of grace and dignity combined 
to form the fine old Christian gentleman. 
It was something to look upon one who 
had lived during the reigns of five sove- 
reigns, to grasp the hand that had been 
given in friendship to the elder Ryland, 
and still more ancient Christian worthies ; 
to converse with the entertainer of An- 
drew Fuller and “the ceraphic Samuel 


| Poarce,” to—but we forbear, lest sheer 
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narrative should be taken by the general 
reader for fulsome eulogy. Settled once 
more at Portsea, increasing years were 
-no plea for indolence ; but during the 
ten years pastorate of the Rev. C. H. 


Birt, and a large part of the thirteen | 
years’ pastorate of the writer, he afforded | 


much oecasional pulpit assistance in 
addition to what he had previously 
rendered to the venerable Daniel Miall. 
-Nor was his aid restricted to his own 
pastors. He occasionally preached for 
his beloved friend, the Rev, John 
Griffin, for his esteemed successor, the 
Rey, T. Cousins, and for the several 
ministers in the locality, as they needed 
his aid. 

At length, “the strong man bowed 
himself,” and about his eighty-fifth year he 
was obliged, by increasing infirmities, 
-to relinquish his loved employ. For the 
last three years he was unable to attend 
public worship, a privation he deeply 
felt, though compensated in some happy 
measure, by the rich stores of scriptural 
knowledge with which his memory was 
fraught... But “we must all die,” 
though upheld by his fine constitution 
through occasional shocks of illness, and 
never entirely bereft of his natural 
cheerfulness and vivacity-=never to the 
last, of his memory and faculties, and, 
-we may add, of his native humour,—an 
-attack of bronchitis at length dis- 
‘missed the venerable pilgrim to his rest 
-on the first day of the present year. 
‘And nothing could be more in keeping 
‘with his long and honourable course 
“than its termination. His sick cham- 
‘ber during the fortnight or so which 
-preceded his dissolution, was no ordi- 
nary scene, It was a privilege to ap- 
- proach his patriarchal couch to hear his 
‘confidence in God, his dependence 
upon the atonement, his breathings after 
‘holiness, and his ens for the Saviour’s 
“presence. 

Of his utterances Reais hislest ill- 
“ness we may instance a few. When the | 


: 


and 


MEMOIR OF THE LATE REV. J. SHOVELLER. 


topics of the day were mentioned on one 
occasion, he exclaimed, “ Christ and his 
cross is all my theme,” adding the rest 
of the hymn. Deeply would he deplore 
his own unworthiness, declare that he 
had been but an unprofitable servant, 
but would add, “Christ is all, and in 
all.” “He is precious, very, very pre- 
cious.” 


“His worth, if all the nations knew, 
Sure the whole earth would love him too.” 


Again, “ Jesus is the same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever.” “ There is none 
other name under heayen given among 
men whereby we must be saved.” His 
aspirations after holiness were most fer- 
vent, He would exclaim, “O God, make 
me holy, holy, holy, like thyself ;’’ and 
would often repeat those lines of Dr. 
Watts :-— 


“Make me to walk in thy commands, 
Tis a delightful road ; 
Nor let my head, or heart, or hands, 
Offend against my God.” 


When suffering from difficulty of 
breathing, he would say, “It is very 
painful, but it is all well.” “Itis right.” 
Not a murmur escaped his lips, and he 
was very desirous that he might not 
dishonour God by impatience. Some- 
times longing to he gone, he would re- 
peat those lines :— 


“Oh, that the happy hour were come 
To change my faith to sight,” &c. 


Again, he would say, “ All my springs | 
are in thee.” ‘My flesh and my heart 
fail; but God is the strength of my 
heart.” “ Underneath are the everlast- 
ing arms.” To the different friends 
that visited him, he was very commu- 


-nieative, bestowing upon them his 


benediction as they left him, especially 
‘upon his pastor, to whom he manifested 
strong affection, pressing his hand to 
his dying lips. “ His constant employ- 


ment,” observes his excellent daughter, — 


‘Mrs. Ellis, “was prayer and praise ; 


Se ee eT ern rer 


- “falling asleep.” 
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and though advanced to a period when 
the faculties usually became obtuse and 
the feelings blunted, yet there was occa- 
sionally a joyous spirit, suchas might have 
characterized a more youthful disciple.” 
His last moments were remarkably tran- 
quil. “God dealt very gently with him.” 
His daughter, who was with him at that 
period, remarks, “Death came stript of 
all his terrors, not a cloud disturbed his 
repose; one short sigh, and all was still.” 
Those who surrounded his bed, asked, 
can this be dying. It was literally 
So lived and so died 
the venerable subject of this memoir, 
to whom we may not inappropriately 
apply the eulogy pronounced upon a 
celebrated poet, the name only being 
changed :— 
“ Rare John Shoveller.” 


‘The remains of the deceased were 
interred in the burying ground at 
Ebenezer Chapel, Southsea, January 
Sth, the writer, aided by the Rev. T. 
Cousins and the Rev. John Neave, 
officiating on the occasion, and the Rev. 
Messrs, Arnott, Jones, Cakebread, Bur- 


; ton, Williams, Haslett, Cousins, and | = 


Neave, and the deacons of Kent Street | 


Be atiase éf Adam are eo 
-imignorance. All therefore need to be | i 

And the stiperintending | 
kindiiess’ one our ore ® are 3 


on: Past HALE Of CENTURY. Sie Sneee 
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Chapel, attending as pall-bearers. The 
death of Mr. Shoveller was improved 
by the writer to a numerous congrega- 
tion on the following Lord’s day evening. 
from Acts xi. 24, “He was a good man.” 

With afew verses ‘composed: by him: 
on entering his 81st year, in accordance 
with bis practice on such occasions,° 
which we cite, not only for their simple’ 
beauty, penned at such an advanced: 
age, but on account of their fulfilment, 
to the letter, in his dying experience, 
we close this memoir, only praying for 
ourselves, and for the reader, ‘ Let me 
die the death of the righteous, and let. 
my last end be like his,”’ 

“J leave myself, my all to thee, 
And éarnestly entreat, 


_ Two favours, thou will grant to me; , 
Beyond all others great. 


“First, I implore the constant joy 
Of thy transcendant love; 
And tet my heart, from day to day, 
Be fixed on things above. 


“ And next, O let me not survive 
My intelléctual powers, 
But keep the mental spark alive, 
To cheer my fading hours. 


And in the last, important hour, ~~ soe =a 
When flesh and heart shall fail,’ ) 

~ Then may thy mercy, love, and Sry i‘ 
: Conduet m me e through the vale, ee 


Acta in a. Ven hae 


ms * = 


140 


promote mental improvement. In this 
view we now direct attention to the 
past half-century. Of the lessons it 
inculcates we notice— 

1. The rapidity with which time ws 
bearing us away. 

Nearly all young persons imagine 
that they are likely to live fifty years 
longer at the least; and this space of 
time seems to them to be so vast that 
they need not yet concern themselves 


about preparing for the close of life, or | 
But | 


be careful to improve its hours. 
that which, when viewed prospectively, 


seems like a millennium, beheld in re- | 


trospect appears but as a few weeks, or 
months at most. Scarcely any who are 
old enough to remember the commence- 
ment of the present century can at 
once believe that half a hundred years 
have passed since then. Yet thus it is. 
And not only is time’s current gliding 
along thus rapidly, but it is also bear- 
ing all of us on its surface with equal 
swiftness to the ocean of eternity. 

2. The consiant and momentous 
changes to which all earthly things are 
subjected. 

How vast have been the mutations 
which have occurred in the past half- 
century! They who at its commence- 
ment were infants hanging on their 
mothers’ breasts, have now their heads 
besprinkled with grey. Those who 
were then playing around the knees of 
their grandparents are now surrounded 
by grandchildren of their own. Most 
of those who were then heads of fami- 
lies are now sleeping in their graye, 
whilst their places on earth are occu- 
pied by those who were then unborn. 
What changes have been witnessed in 
the size, the population, the appear- 
ance, the circumstances, and the pros- 
pects of many of our towns and cities! 
What changes in all our churches and 
congregations! What changes in the 
courts and camps, the senate houses 
and halls of judicature, of our own and 
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other lands! Where now are Napoleon 
and Nelson, Moore, Abercrombie, Ney, 
Murat, Bernadotte, Pitt, Fox, Sheridan, 
Canning, Erskine, Loughborough, El- 
don, Stowell, Ellenborough, Curran, 
Garrow, Gibbs, and a host of others 
whose names were, fifty years ago, 
familiar to the public ear? Gone! all 
gone to their long home. What 
changes have occurred in the religious 
world! In our own denomination 
Fuller, Ryland, Sutcliff, Hall, Foster, 


Carey, Marshman, Ward, with many 


others who at the beginning of the 
current century were occupying con- 
spicuous places amongst us, together 
with Lawson, Knibb, Burchell, Judson, 
Daniell, Merrick, and others who rose 
more recently into notice, have all sunk 
beneath the horizon of death. 

And other changes are approaching. 
Are we individually prepared for them, 
especially for that solemn and momen- 
tous change which awaits us all ? 


3. The mental progress of the human 


race. 

Disbelievers in revelation have fre- 
quently contended that mam is so closely. 
allied to the brute as to render it 
preposterous to maintain the immor- 
tality of the one, and the annihilation 
of the other. But every fifty years 
since the creation presents abundant 
evidence of the immeasurable disparity 
which exists between the two. Espe- 


cially is this attested by the achieve- _ 


ments of the half-century just termi- 
nated. How great soever may be the 
sagacity occasionally displayed by brutes, 


and how remarkable soever the ac- 


quirements of individuals among them, 
nothing deserving the ‘name of intel- 


lectual advancement is ever witnessed. 
in the race. From the gigantic whale 


down to the minutest animalcule, the 
intellect of every species is altogether 


stationary. Whether three thousand 
years ago a bird built its nest neatly or 
slovenly, its posterity now living exhibit 


a! 2 
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no signs of architectural improvement; 1820, the Parliamentary Reform Act of 


whether its transit from place to place 
was swift or slow, the speed of its 
descendants is the same. In proof of 
the superiority of man in these and 
other respects we may appeal to the 
network of railways which intersects 
our own and many other lands; the 
illumination of our towns with gas; 
the electric telegraph; the Menai tubu- 
lar bridge; the printing machine; and 
also to the chemical, astronomical, geo- 
logical, and other discoveries of the 
past half-century. Nor is there any 
symptom that invention and discovery 
have nearly reached their ultimatum. 
On the contrary, it is perfectly reason- 
able to believe that the half-century 
which has recently commenced will 
witness achievements of intellectual 
power far transcending any which have 
hitherto been realized; for, verily, 
“there is a spirit in man, and the in- 
spiration of the Almighty giveth him 
understanding.” 

4, The power of public opinion, and 
tis infinite superiority to physical force 
as a means of attaining social advance- 
ment. 

In Great Britain and in Ireland riots 
and commotions have repeatedly oc- 
curred within the last fifty years ; 
whilst Portugal, Spain, Sicily, Italy, 
France, Germany, Hungary, Poland, 
Russia, Denmark, Sweden, and Prussia, 
have had their fields frequently crim- 
soned with the blood of their citizens 
who have perished in rebellion or in 
war; yet what advantages have been 
gained thereby? At home none what- 
ever; abroad merely an almost inap- 
preciable amount. Contrast with this 
the bloodless triumphs of public opinion 
strongly expressed and wisely guided. 
Witness the abolition of the slave trade 
in 1807, the withdrawment of Lord 
Sidmouth’s Dissenters’ Restriction Bill 
in 1811, the abandonment of Queen 
Caroline’s Pains and Penalties Bill in 
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1832, the Slave Emancipation Acts of 
1833 and 1838, the Repeal of the Corn 
Laws in 1846, to which might be added 
the relinquishment of Education Bills, 
Militia Bills, threats of war, proposed 
increase of taxation, and also the long- 
cherished project of our statesmen of 
endowing the Irish Roman Catholic 
priesthood, in all of which cases those 
in authority were compelled to bow to 
energetic, though pacific expressions of 
the national will. Truly “wisdom is 
better than weapons of war.” 

5. The unfailing goodness and faith- 
fulness of God. 

“While the earth remaineth, seed- 
time and harvest, and cold and heat, 
and summer and winter, and day and 
night, shall not cease.” This promise 
was verified in every year from the 
deluge to the beginning of the present 
century; and now another fifty years 
bears testimony to its truth. In these 
years fifteen hundred millions of human 
beings have probably been born, all of 
whom required abundant and hourly 
supplies from the Giver of all good, in 
addition to which innumerable myriads 
of animated existences have been un- 
ceasingly dependent upon him, yet he 
has opened his hand, and they have all 
been filled with food convenient for 
them. But although each of these 
years has demonstrated that “the good- 
ness of God endureth continually,” the 
last one or two of them have probably 
witnessed the necessaries of life placed 
within an easier reach of the mass of 
the teeming population of Britain than 
any preceding years of the current 
century. “Oh, that man would praise 
the Lord for his goodness, and for his 
wonderful works to the children of 
men.” 
6. The steady progress of the cause of 

“ He must increase,” said the baptist; 
he has increased, say the records of his- 
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tory, especially those relating to the 
past fifty years. At the commencement 
of the century the number of churches 
of our own denomination in the United 
Kingdom was about four hundred, now 
it is nearly two thousand; many of 
them containing a much larger number 
of members than they did half a century 
ago. ‘The numerous spacious chapels 
erected within the last fifty years by 
our brethren of the independent deno- 
mination, the Wesleyan methodists, the 
primitive methodists, the Wesleyan 
association, the Calvinistic methodists 
in Wales, and the Free Church in Scot- 
land, sufficiently attest their energy 
and progress; while the number of 
genuine Christians in connexion with 
the church of England is probably far 
greater than at the beginning of the 
century. But the most splendid tri- 
umphs of the cross have been won on 
the missionary field. Fifty years ago 
the baptist missionaries had scarcely 
begun to ingather souls to Christ, since 
then they have had the bliss of rejoic- 
ing over not less than fifty thousand 
converts. Fifty years ago the agents of 
the London Missionary Society in the 
South Sea Islands were in the first 
watch of their long night of toil, since 
that time a nation has been born in a 
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day. In America the Redeemer’s king- 
dom has steadily and even rapidly 
advanced; whilst throughout the world 
doors of usefulness, which seemed likely 
to be closed for centuries to come, have 
been opened by the Lord of all. Within 
the past fifty years the efforts of the 
servants of Christ in all quarters of the 
globe have probably been rewarded by 
the translation of five hundred thousand 
souls from the kingdom of darkness 
into that of God’s dear Son; and a 
number not far short of this have, 


during these years, entered into heaven. 


In addition to which it should be borne 
in mind that perhaps not less than six 
hundred millions have within these 
fifty years died in infancy, and thus 
escaped the second death, and are now 
without spot before the throne of God 
and of the Lamb. 

True it is that very much land 
remains to be possessed ; for we do not 
yet see all things put under our Re- 
deemer’s feet ; but notwithstanding the 
causes of lamentation which still exist, 
enough has been wrought during the 
past half century to require every lover 
of Christ and his kingdom to “thank 
God and take courage.” 


Oakham. 


EXAMINATION OF BARNES'S NOTES ON TEXTS RELATING. TO 
BAPTISM, 


NO. III. 


Mr. Barnes continues his observations 
on the words, “And were baptized of 
him in Jordan,” in the following 
terms :— 


“The Hebrew word tabal, which is 
“rendered by the word baptize, occurs 
“in the Old Testament in the following 
_ “places, viz, Lev. iv, 6, xiv. ‘“ 51; 
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Numb. xix. 18; Ruth ii, 14; Hxod. 
“xii, 22; Deut. xxxiii, 24; Ezek. 
xxiii, 155. Job ix, 81; lev. ix. 9; 
“1 Sam. xiv. 27; 2 Kings y, 14, viii. 
“15; Gen. xxxvii. 31; Josh, iii, 15. 
“Tt occurs in no other places; and 
* from a careful examination of these 
“passages, its meaning among the 
“ Jews is. to be derived. Scioto these 


‘ 
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“ passages it will be seen that its radi- 
“cal meaning is not to sprinkle, or to 
“immerse. It is to dip, commonly for 
“the purpose of sprinkling, or for some 
“other purpose. Thus to dip the 
“ finger, i.e.,a part of the finger in blood 
“ —enough to sprinkle with, Lev. iv. 6. 
“To dip a living bird, and cedar wood, 
“and scarlet, and hyssop, in the blood 
“of the bird that was killed, for the 
“purpose of sprinkling; where it could 
“not be that ali these should be din- 
“mersed in the blood of a single bird. 
“To dip hyssop in the water to sprinkle 
“with, Numb. xix. 18. To dip a por- 
“tion of bread in vinegar, Ruth ii: 14, 
“To dip the feet in oil—an emblem of 
“plenty; Deut. xxxili, 24, To dye or 
“stain, Ezek, xxiii: 15. To plunge 
“into a ditch, so as to defile the clothes, 
“ Job ix. 31. To dip the end of a staff 
“in honey, 1 Sam. xiv. 27. To dip in 
“Jordan — a declaration respecting 
“ Naaman the Syrian, 2 Kings v. 14. 
“ The direction of the prophet was to 
“wash himself, ver. 10. This shows 
“that he understood washing and bap- 
“tizing to mean the same thing. To 
“ dip a towel, or quilt, so as to spread 
“it on the face of a man to smother 
“him, 2 Kings viii. 15. In none of 
“ these cases can it be shown that the 
“meaning of the word is to immerse 
“entirely. But in nearly all the cases, 
“the notion of applying the water to a 
“part only of the person or object, 
“though it was by dipping, is neces- 
“ sarily to be supposed.” * 


If we follow Mr. Barnes in this ex- 
cursion, we must do so under protest. 
The precise meaning of the Hebrew 
word to which he appeals is not evi- 
dence of the precisé meaning of the 


* As there are slight differences between the 
editions before the English public, it is necessary to 
say that our extract is taken from that édited by 


Mr. Cobbin, to which Mr, Barnes has prefixed his | 
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Greek word used by the evangelist. It 
is true that the Hebrew word av 
[rapa] is rendered in the Septuagint 
by the Greek word BarriZw [Baprizo] ; 
but it is not fact that the translators 
never render TABAL by any other word, 


| or that TaBan is always the word in 


the original where BAPTIzo appears in 
their version. Even if it were so, that 
would not prove that the Hebrew TABAL 
and the Greek Baprizo were perfectly 
synonymous. ‘The principle that we 
may ascertain the exact meaning of a 
Greek word by comparing it with one 
of which a translator has made it the 
exponent, would lead Mr. Barnes fur- 
ther than he would like to go. We 
presume that he is scarcely prepared to 
maintain that after all the true mean- 
ing of Baprizo is “to affright ;” and 
yet in Isaiah xxi, 4, the verb which is 
rendered— in. our common version 
“affrighted,” when it is said, “My 
heart panted, fearfulness affrighted me,” 
is rendered in the Septuagint baptized ; 
) avojua pe Barrize. Let us hope, at 
least, that this will never be adduced 
as scriptural evidence of the frightful- 
ness of baptism. 

Yet if Mr. Barnes is disposed to seek 
help from the Hebrew TABAL, we are 
willing to suspend the real business 
before us long enough to give him 
opportunity to derive from it any aid 
that it can afford. Let us see if it will 
give colour to his assertion respecting 
the signification of the word baptize— 
“Tt here means to cleanse or wash any- 
thing by the application of water.” 
Let us look at the passages he has re- 
ferred to; having them before our eyes 
quoted at full length, arranged in the 
order in which they occur in scripture, 
only adding one or two which he has 


accidentally omitted. 


Gen, xxxvii. 31, And they took oe ok coat, 


and killed a kid of the goats, and dipped the 
coat in the blood. + E 
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Exodus xii. 22. And ye shall take a bunch of 
hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is in the 
bason, and strike the lintel and the two side 
po: ts with the blood that is in the bason, 

Leviticus iv. 6. Aad the priest shall dip his 
finger in the blood, and sprinkle of the blood 
seven times before the Lord, before the vail 
of the sanctuary. 

Leviticus iv. 17, And the priest shall dip his 
finger in some of the blood, and sprinkle it 
seven times before the Lord, even before the 
vail, 

Leviticus ix, 9. And the sons of Aaron 
brought the blood unto him: and he dipped 
his finger in the blood, and put it upon the 
horns of the altar, and poured out the blood 
at the bottom of the altar. 

Leviticus xiv. 6. As for the living bird, he 
shall take it, and the cedar wood, and the 
scarlet, and the hyssop, and shall dip them 
and the living bird in the blood of the bird 
that was killed over the running water. 

Leviticus xiv. 16. And the priest shall dip 
his right finger in the oil that is in his left 
hand, and shall sprinkle of the oil with his 

' finger seven times before the Lord. 

Leviticus xiv. 51, And he shall take the 
cedar wood, and the hyssop, and the scarlet, 
and the living bird, and dip them in the 
blood of the slain bird, and in the running 
water, and sprinkle the house seven times. 

Numbers xix. 18. And a clean person shall 
take the hyssop, and dip it in the water, and 
sprinkle it upon the tent, and upon all the 
vessels, and upon the persons that were there, 
and upon him that touched a bone, or one 
slain, or one dead, or a grave. 

Deuteronomy xxxiii, 24. And of Asher he 
said, Let Asher be blessed with children; 
let him be acceptable to his brethren, and let 
him dip his foot in oil. 

Joshua iii.15.— And as they that bare the ark 
were come unto Jordan, and the feet of the 
priests that bare the ark were dipped in the 
brim of the water. 

Ruth ii, 14, And Boaz said unto her, At 
meal-time come thou hither, and eat of the 
bread, and dip thy morsel in the vinegar. 

1 Samuel xiv, 27. But Jonathan heard not 
when his father charged the people with the 
oath ; wherefore he put forth the end of the 

rod that was in his hand, and dipped it in a 

honeycomb, and put his hand to his mouth ; 
and his eyes were enlightened, 
2 Kings v. 14. Then went he down, and dipped 
himself seven times in Jordan, according to 
the saying of the man of God; and his 
flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little 
child, and he was clean, 
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2 Kings viii. 15. And it came to pass on 
the morrow, that he took a thick cloth, and 
dipped it in water, and spread it on his face, 
so that he died. 

Job ix. 31, Yet shalt thou plunge me in the 
ditch, and mine own clothes shall abhor me. 

Ezekiel xxiii. 15. Girded with girdles upon 
their loins, exceeding in dyed attire upon 
their heads, all of them princes to look to, 
after the manner of the Babylonians of 
Chaldea, the land of their nativity. 


“Tt occurs in no other places,” says 
Mr. Barnes, “ and from a careful exami- 
nation of these passages, its meaning 


among the Jews is to be derived.” Be - 


it so. Let the reader examine the pas- 
sages. Let him try how they will read 
if, where TABAL occurs, the words sug- 
gested by Mr. Barnes as the meaning of 
the word baptize in the text he is en- 
deavouring to elucidate be substituted 
for those used in the common English 
version. “ They took Joseph’s coat, and 
killed a kid of the goats, and cleansed 
the coat in the blood.” Is this an im- 
provement ? If not, let us try again: 
“They took Joseph’s coat, and killed a 
kid of the goats, and washed the coat in 
the blood.” Does this commend itself 
to the reader’s judgment? Surely our 
word immerse, to which Mr. Barnes 
objects, would do better than either of 
these! ‘‘They took Joseph’s coat, and 
killed a kid of the goats, and immersed 
the coat in the blood.” It is not neces- 
sary however for the reader to confine 
himself to the first instance. Let him 
go through the whole list of passages in 
which it occurs, trying as its equivalent, 
first “cleanse,” then “wash,” and then 
“immerse.” Let him, if he please, ima- 
gine himself going through the various 
processes described, and when, after 
other purifications, he has cleansed his 


feet in oil, cleansed the end of his rod ~ 


in a honeycomb, cleansed his morsel in 


the vinegar, and finally cleansed him-— 


self in the ditch, he will be probably so 


far reconciled to the old version, should 
he be advised to follow the injunction — 
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of Elisha to Naaman, as to think that 
to dip himself in pure water would not 
be an inappropriate conclusion to the 
day’s transactions. 

Unless it can be shown that the sig- 
nification of the Hebrew word TaBau is 
“to cleanse or wash any thing by the 
application of water,” it can do nothing 
to support Mr. Barnes’s position respect- 
ing the meaning of baptize in the text. 
Not even then, we add, because there is 


no proved identity between TaBan and 


CLOSING SCENES IN 
A NARRATIVE ADDRESSED TO 


THERE was something exceedingly 
beautiful in the decline of your bro- 
ther’s life—more beautiful than I can 
describe, though the impression will 
remain with me as a sacred legacy, 
until I go to meet him where suns shall 
never set, and life shall never end. He 
had been, from my first acquaintance 
with him, an uncommonly spiritual 
Christian, exhibiting his richest graces 
in the unguarded intercourse of private 
life; but during his last year, it seemed 
as though the light of the world on 
which he was entering, had been sent 
to brighten his upward pathway. Every 
subject on which we conversed, every 
book we read, every incident that oc- 
curred, whether trivial or important, 
had a tendency to suggest some pecu- 
liarly spiritual train of thought, till it 
seemed to me that more than ever be- 
fore, “Christ was all his theme.” 


Something of the same nature was also 
noted in his preaching, to which I then 
had not the privilege of listening. He 
was in the habit, however, of studying 
his subject for the sabbath, audibly, 
and in my presence, at which time he 
was frequently so much affected as to 
weep, and sometimes so overwhelmed 
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BAPTIZO. But the renderings of this 
word in the common English transla- 
tion are, in our opinion, correct and 
judicious. 

The remainder of Mr. Barnes’s note 
it is necessary to reserve for future 
consideration, and when that is before 
us will be the most suitable time to 
advert to one or two particulars at 
which he has glanced in the present 
paragraph, but to which he refers more 
formally in the sequel. 


DR. JUDSON’S LIFE. 
HIS SISTER BY HIS WIDOW. 


with the vastness of his conceptions, as 
to be obliged to abandon his theme and 
choose another. My own illness at the 
commencement of the year had brought 
eternity very near to us, and rendered 
death, the grave, and the bright heaven 
beyond it, familiar subjects of conver- 
sation. Gladly would I give you, my 
dear sister, some idea of the share 
borne by him in those memorable con- 
versations ; but it would be impossible 
to convey, even to those who knew him 
best, the most distant conception. I 
believe he has sometimes been thought 
eloquent, both in conversation and in 
the sacred desk; but the fervid, burn- 
ing eloquence, the deep pathos, the 
touching tenderness, the elevation of 
thought, and intense beauty of expres- 
sion, which characterized those private 
teachings, were not only beyond what I 
had ever heard before, but such as I 
felt sure arrested his own attention, and 
surprised even himself. About this 
time he began to find unusual satisfac- 
tion and enjoyment in his private de- 
votions; and seemed to have new 
objects of interest continually rising in 
his mind, each of which in turn became 
special subjects of prayer. Among 


- 


146 CLOSING SCENES IN DR. JUDSON’S LIFE. 


these, one of the most prominent was 
the conversion of his posterity. He 
remarked, that he had always prayed 
for his children, but that of late he had 
felt impressed with the duty of praying 
for their children and their children’s 
children down to the latest generation. 
He also prayed most fervently, that his 
impressions on this particular subject 
might be transferred to his sons and 
daughters, and thence to their offspring, 
so that he should ultimately meet a 
long unbroken line of descendants be- 
fore the throne of God, where all might 
join together in ascribing everlasting 
praises to their Redeemer. 

Another subject, which occupied a 
large share of his attention, was that 
of brotherly love. You are, perhaps, 
aware, that like all persons of his ar- 
dent temperament, he was subject to 
strong attachments and aversions, which 
he sometimes had difficulty in bringing 
under the controlling influence of divine 
grace. He remarked that he had al- 
ways felt more or less of an affectionate 
interest in his brethren, as brethren,— 
and some of them he had loved very 
dearly for their personal qualities; but 
that he was now aware he had never 
placed his standard of love high 
enough. He spoke of them as children 
of God, redeemed by the Saviour’s 
blood, watched over and guarded by his 
love, dear to his heart, honoured by him 
in the election, and to be honoured 
hereafter before the assembled uni- 
verse; and he said it was not sufficient 
to be kind and obliging to such, to 
abstain from evil speaking, and make a 
general mention of them in our prayers; 
but our attachment to them should be 
of the most ardent and exalted charac- 
ter—it would be so in heaven, and we 
lost immeasurably by not beginning 
now. “As Ihave loved you, so ought 
ye also to love one another,” was a 
precept continually i in his mind, and he 
would often murmur, as though uncon- 


sciously, “‘As I have loved you—as I 
have loved you, ”—then burst out with 
the exclamation, “Oh, the love of 
Christ ! the love of Christ !” 

His prayers for the mission were 
marked by an earnest, grateful enthu- 
siasm, and in speaking of missionary 
operations in general, his tone was one 
of elevated triumph, almost of exulta- 
tion—for he not only felt an unshaken 
confidence in their final success, but 
would often exclaim, “ What wonders—= 


oh, what sreuiers God has already . 


wrought !” 

I aan that during this year his 
literary labour which he had never 
liked, and upon which he had entered 
unwillingly and from a feeling of ne- 
cessity, Was growing daily more irksome 
to him; and he always spoke of it as 
his “heavy work,” his “tedious work,” 
“that wearisome dictionary,” de. 
though this feeling led to no relaxation 
of effort. He longed, however, to find 
some more spiritual employment, to be 
engaged in what he considered more 
legitimate missionary labour, and drew 
delightful pictures of the future, when 
his whole business would be but to 
preach and to pray. 

During all this time I had not ob- 
served any failure in physical strength ; 
and though his mental exercises occu- 
pied a large share of my thoughts when 
alone, it never once occurred to me 
that this might be the brightening of 
the setting sun ;—my only feeling was 


| that of pleasure, that one so near to 


me was becoming so pure and elevated 
in his sentiments, and so lovely and 
Christ-like in his character. In person 
he had grown somewhat stoutcr than 


when in America, his complexion had a 


healthful hue compared with that of 
his associates. generally ; and though by 
no means a person of uniformly firm 


‘health, he seemed to possess such 


vigour and strength of constitution, 
that I thought his life as likely to be 
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extended twenty years longer, as that 
of any member of the mission, He 
continued his system of morning exer- 
cise, commenced when a student at 
Andover, and was not satisfied with a 
common walk on level ground, but al- 
ways chose an up-hill path, and then 
frequently went bounding on his way, 
with all the exuberant activity of boy- 
hood. 

He was of a singularly happy tem- 
perament, although not of that even 
cast, which never rises above a certain 
level, and is never depressed. Possess- 
ing acute sensibilities, suffering with 
those who suffered, and entering as 
readily into the joys of the prosperous 
and happy,—he was variable in his 
moods; but religion formed such an 
essential element in his character, and 
his trust in Providence was so implicit 
and habitual, that he was never gloomy, 
and seldom more than momentarily 
disheartened. On the other hand, be- 
ing accustomed to regard all the events 
of this life, however minute or painful, 
as ordered in wisdom, and tending to 
one great and glorious end, he lived in 
almost constant obedience to the apos- 
tolic injunction, “ Rejoice evermore !” 
He often told me that although he had 
endured much personal suffering, and 
passed through many fearful trials in 
the course of his eventful life, a kind 
Providence had also hedged him round 
with precious, peculiar blessings, so 
that his joys had far outnumbered his 
Sorrows. 

Toward the close of September of 
last year, he said to me one evening, 
“What deep cause have we for grati- 
tude to God !—do you believe there are 
any other two persons in the wide world 
so happy as we are ?” enumerating in 
his own earnest manner, several sources 
of happiness, in which our work as 
missionaries, and our eternal prospects, 
oceupied a prominent position. When 


he had finished his glowing picture, I | 
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remarked (I scarcely know why, but 
there was a heavy cloud upon my spirits 
that evening), “ We are certainly very 
happy now, but it cannot be so always 
—I am thinking of the time when one 
of us must stand beside the bed, and 
see the other die.” 

“Yes,” he said, “that will be a sad 
moment ; I felt it most deeply a little 
while ago, but now it would not be 
strange if your life were prolonged be- 
yond mine—though I should wish if it 
were possible to spare you that pain. 
It is the one left alone who suffers, not 
the one who goes to be with Christ. 
If it should only be the will of God 
that we might go together, like young 
James and his wife. But he will order 
all things well, and we can safely trust 
our future to his hands.” 

That same night we were aroused 
from sleep by the sudden illness of one 
of the children, There was an un- 
pleasant, chilling dampness in the air, 
as it came to us through the openings 
in the sloats above the windows, which 
affected your brother very sensibly, and 
he soon began to shiver so violently 
that he was obliged to return to his 
couch, where he remained under a 
warm covering until morning. In the 
morning he awoke with a severe cold, 
accompanied by some degree of fever, 
but as it did not seem very serious, and 
our three children were all suffering 
from a similar cause, we failed to give 
it any especial attention. From that 
time he was never well, though in writ- 
ing to you before, I think I dated the 
commencement of his illness, from the 
month of November, when he laid aside 
his studies. I know that he regarded 
this attack as trifling, and yet one 
evening he spent a long time in advis- 
ing me with regard to my future course, 
if I should be deprived of his guidance; 
saying, that it is always wise to be pre- 
pared for exigencies of this nature. 
After the month of November, he fail- 
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ed gradually, occasionally rallying in 
such a manner as to deceive us all, but 
at each relapse sinking lower than at 


the previous one, though still full of | 


hope and courage, and yielding ground 
only inch by inch, as compelled by the 
triumphant progress of disease. During 
some hours of every day he suffered 
intense pain; but his naturally buoyant 
spirits and uncomplaining disposition 
led him to speak so lightly of it that I 
used sometimes to fear the doctor, 
though a very skilful man, would be 
fatally deceived. 

As his health declined, his mental 
exercises at first seemed deepened ; and 
he gave still larger portions of his time 
to prayer, conversing with the utmost 
freedom on his daily progress, and the 
extent of his self-conquest. - Just before 
our trip to Mergui, which took place in 
January, he looked up from his pillow 
one day with sudden animation, and 
said to me earnestly, “I have gained 
the victory at last. I love every one of 
Christ’s redeemed, as I believe he would 
have me love them—in the same man- 
ner, though not probably to the same 
degree as we shall love one another in 
heaven ; and gladly would I prefer the 
meanest of his creatures, who bears his 
name, before myself.” This he said in 
allusion to the text, “In honour pre- 
ferring one another,” on which he fre- 
quently dwelt with great emphasis. 
After further similar conversation he 
concluded, “ And now here I lie at 
peace with all the world, and what is 
better still, at peace with my own con- 
science. I know that I am a miserable 
sinner in the sight of God, with no 
hope but in the blessed Saviour’s merits ; 
but I cannot think of any particular 
fault, any peculiarly besetting sin, which 
it is now my duty to correct. Can you 
tell me of any?” 

And truly, from this time no other 
word would so well express his state of 
feeling, as that one of his own choosing 


—peace. He had no particular exer- 
cises afterwards, but remained calm 
and serene, speaking of himself daily 
as a great sinner, who had been over- 
whelmed with benefits, and declaring, 
that he had never in all his life before, 
had such delightful views of the un- 
fathomable love and infinite condescen- 
sion of the Saviour, as were now daily 
opening before him. “Oh, the love of 
Christ ! the love of Christ !” he would 
suddenly exclaim, while his eye kindled, 
and the tears chased each other down 


his cheeks, “we cannot understand it 


now—but what a beautiful study for 
eternity!” 

After our return from Mergui, the 
doctor advised a still further trial of 
the effects of sea-air, and sea-bathing, 
and we accordingly proceeded to Am- 
herst, where we remained nearly a 
month. This to me was the darkest 
period of his illness—no medical ad- 
viser, no friend at hand, and he daily 
growing weaker and weaker. He be- 
gan to totter in walking, clinging to the 
furniture and walls, when he thought 
he was unobserved, (for he was not 
willing to acknowledge the extent of 
his debility,) and his wan face was of a 
ghastly paleness. His sufferings, too, 
were sometimes fearfully intense, so that 
in spite of his habitual self-control, his 
groans would fill the house. At other 
times a kind of lethargy seemed to 
steal over him, and he would sleep al- 
most incessantly for twenty-four hours, 
seeming annoyed if he were aroused or 
disturbed. Yet there were portions of 
the time, when he -was comparatively 
comfortable and conversed intelligently ; 
but his mind seemed to revert to former 
scenes, and he tried to amuse me with 
stories of his boyhood—his college days 
—his imprisonment i in France, and his 
early missionary life. He had a great 
deal also to say on his, favourite theme, 
“The love of Christ ;” but his strength 


was too much impaired for any con- 
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tinuous mental effort. Even a short 
prayer made audibly, exhausted him to 
such a degree, that he was obliged to 


- discontinue the practice. 


At length I wrote to Maulmain, giv- 
ing some expression of my anxieties and 
misgivings, and our kind missionary 
friends who had from the first evinced 
all the tender interest and watchful 
sympathy of the nearest kindred, imme- 
diately sent for us—the doctor advising 
@ sea-voyage. But as there was no 
vessel in the harbour bound for a port 
sufficiently distant, we thought it best 
in the meantime, to remove from our 
old dwelling which had long been con- 
demned as unhealthy, to another mission 
house fortunately empty. This change 
was at first attended with the most 
beneficial results, and our hopes revived 
so much, that we looked forward to the 


- approaching rainy season for entire re- 


storation. But it lasted only a little 
while, and then both of us became con- 
vinced, that though a voyage at sea 
involved much that was exceedingly 
painful, it yet presented the only pros- 


~ pect of recovery, and could not, there- 


fore, without a breach of duty, be 
neglected. 
* Oh, if it were only the will of God 


_ to take me now—to let me die here!” 


- from his lips. 
- more strength of purpose; and after 


he repeated over and over again, in a 
tone of anguish, while we were con- 
sidering the subject. “I cannot, can- 
not go!—this is almost more than I 
can bear! was there ever suffering like 
our suffering !”” and the like broken 
expressions, were continually falling 
But he soon gathered 


the decision was fairly made; he never 
hesitated for a moment, rather regard- 
ing the prospect with pleasure. I think | 
the struggle which this resolution cost, 
injured him very materially ; though 
probably it had no share in bringing 
about the final result. God, who saw 
the end from the beginning, had counted 
VoL, XIV.—FOURTH SERIES. 
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out his days, and they were hastening 
to a close. Until this time he had been 
able to stand, and to walk slowly from 
room to room; but as he one evening 
attempted to rise from his chair, he 
was suddenly deprived of his small rem- 
nant of muscular strength, and wouid 
have fallen to the floor, but for timely 
support. 

From that moment his decline was 
rapid. As he lay helplessly upon his 
couch, and watched the swelling ‘of his 
feet, and other alarming symptoms, he 
became very anxious to commence his 
voyage, and I felt equally anxious to 
have his wishes gratified. I still hoped 
he might recover—the doctor said the 
chances of life and death were, in his 
opinion, equally balanced ; and then he 
always loved the sea so dearly! There 
was something exhilarating to him in 
the motion of a vessel, and he spoke 
with animation of getting free from the 
almost suffocating atmosphere incident 
to the hot season, and drinking in the 
fresh sea breezes. He talked but little 
more, however, than was necessary to 
indicate his wants, his bodily sufferings 
being too great to allow of conversa- 
tion ; but several times he looked up to 
me with a bright smile, and exclaimed, 
as heretofore, “Oh the love of Christ ! 
the love of Cnrist !” 

I found it difficult to ascertain, from 
expressions casually dropped, from time 
to time, his real opinion with regard to 
his recovery ; but I thought there was 
some reason to doubt whether he was 
fully aware of his critical situation. I 
did not suppose he had any preparation 
to ‘make at this late hour, and I felt 
sure that if he should be called ever so 
unexpectedly, he would not enter the 
presence of his Maker with a ruffled 
spirit; but I could not bear to haye 
him go away, without knowing how 
doubtful it was whether our next meet- 
ing would not be in eternity ; and per- 
haps too; in my own distress, I might 

x 
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still have looked for words ‘of encou- 
ragement and sympathy, to a source 
which had never before failed.’ 

It was late in the night, and I had 
been performing some little sick-room 
offices, when suddenly he looked up to 
me, and exclaimed, “This will never 
do! You are killing yourself for me, 
and I will not permit it. You must 
have some one to relieve you. If I had 
not been made selfish by suffering, I 
should have insisted upon it long ago.” 

He spoke so like himself—with the 
earnestness of health, and in a tone 
to which my ear had of late been a 
stranger, that for a moment I felt al- 
most bewildered with sudden hope. He 
received my reply to what he had said 
with a half-pitying, half-gratified smile, 
but in the meantime his expression had 
changed—the marks of excessive de- 
bility were again apparent, and I could 
not forbear adding, “It is only a little 
while, you know.” 

“ Only a little while,’ he repeated 
mournfully ; “this separation is a bitter 
thing, but it does not distress me now 
as it did—I am too weak.” “You have 
no reason to be distressed,” I answered, 
“with such glorious prospects before 
you. You have often told me it is the 
one left alone who suffers, not the one 
who goes to be with Christ.” He gave 
me a rapid, questioning glance, then 
assumed for several moments an aiti- 
tude of deep thought, Finally, he 
slowly unclosed his eyes, and fixing 
them on me, said in a calm, earnest 
tone, “I do not believe I am going to 
die. I think I know why this illness 
has been sent upon me—I needed it— 
I feel that it has done me good—and it 
is my impression, that I shall now 
recover, and be a better and more useful 
man.” 

“Then it is your wish to recover ?” I 
inquired. “If it should be the will of 
God, yes. I should like to complete the 
dictionary, on which I have bestowed so 
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much labour, now that it is so nearly 
done ; for though it has not been a work 
that pleased my taste, or quite satisfied 
my feelings, I have never underrated its 
importance. Then after that come all 
the plans that we have formed. Oh, I 
feel as though only just beginning to be 
prepared for usefulness.” 

“Tt is the opinion of most of the 
mission,” I-remarked, “that you will 
not recover.” “I know it is,’ he 
replied ; “ and I suppose they think me 
an old man; and imagine it is nothing 
for one like me to resign a life so full of 
trials. But I am not old—at least in 
that sense—you know I am not. Oh! 
no man ever left this world, with more 
inviting prospects, with brighter hopes 
or warmer feeiings—warmer feelings” — 
he repeated, and burst into tears. His 
face was perfectly placid, even while the 
tears broke away from the closed. lids, 
and rolled, one after another, down to 
the pillow. There was no trace of agi- 
tation or pain in his manner of weeping, 
but it was evidently the result of acute 
sensibilities, combined with great phy- 
sical weakness. To some suggestions 
which I ventured to make, he replied, 
“Tt is not that—I know all that, and 
feel it in my inmost heart. Lying here 
on my bed, when I could not talk, I 
have had such views of the loving con- 
descension of Christ, and the glories of 
heaven, as I believe are seldom granted 
to mortal man. It is not because I 
shrink from death that I wish to live, 
neither is it because the ties that bind 
me here, though some of them are very 
sweet, bear any comparison with the 
drawings I at times feel towards heaven ; 
but a few years would not be missed 
from my eternity of bliss, and I can well 
afford to spare them, both for your sake 
and for the.sake of the poor Burmans. 
I am not tired of my work, neither am 


I tired of the world, yet when Christ 


calls me home, I shall go with the glad- 


ness of a boy bounding away from his 


+ Stelageate —_—_* 
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school. Perhaps I feel something like 
the young bride, when she contemplates 
resigning the pleasant associations of 
her childhood, for a yet dearer home— 
though only a very little like her—for 
there is no doubt resting on my future.” 
“Then death would not take you by 
surprise,” I remarked, “if it should 
come even before you could get on board 
ship.” “Oh, no,” he said, “death will 
never take me by surprise—do not be 
afraid of that—lI feel so strong in Christ. 
He has not led me so tenderly thus far, 
to forsake me at the very gate of heaven. 
No, no; I am willing to live a few years 
longer, if it should be so ordered, and if 
otherwise, I am willing and glad to die 
now. I leave myself entirely in the 
hands of God, to be disposed of accord- 
ing to his holy will” 

The next day some one mentioned in 
his presence, that the native Christians 
were greatly opposed to the voyage, and 
that many other persons had a similar 
feeling with regard to it. Ithought he 
seemed troubled, and after the visitor 
had withdrawn, I inquired if he still 
felt as when he conversed with me the 
night previous. Ile replied, ‘Oh yes; 
that was no evanescent feeling. It has 
been with me, to a greater or less 
extent, for years, and will be with me, 
T trust, to the end. I am ready to go 
to-day—if it should be the will of God, 
this very hour; but I am not anxious 
to die—at least when I am not beside 
myself with pain.” 

“Then why are you so desirous to go 
to sea? I should think it would be a 
matter of indifference to you.” “No,” 
he answered quietly, “my judgment 
tells me it would be wrong not to go— 
the doctor says criminal, I shall cer- 
tainly die here—if I go away I may 
possibly recover. There is no question 
with regard to duty in such a case ; and 
I do not like to see any ee, even 
though it springs from affection.” 

8 He several times gn of a burial at | 


DR. JUDSON’S LIFE. 151 


sea, and always as though the prospect 
wereagreeable. It brought, hesaid,asense 
of freedom and expansion, and seemed 
far pleasanter than the confined, dark, 
narrow grave, to which he had com- 
mitted so many that he loved. And he 
added, that although his burial-place 
was a matter of no real importance, yet 
he believed it was not in human nature 
to be altogether without a choice. 

I have already given you an account’ 
of the embarkation, of my visits to him 
while the vessel remained in the river, 
and of our last sad, silent parting ; and 
Mr. Ranney has finished the picture. 
You will find in this closing part, some 
dark shadows, that will give you pain; 
but you must remember that his present 
felicity is enhanced by those very suffer- 
ings ; and we should regret nothing that 
serves to brighten his crown in glory. 
I ought also to add, that I have gained 
pleasanter impressions in conversation 
with Mr. Ranney than from his written 
account; but it would be difficult 
to convey them to you; and, as he 
whom they concern was accustomed to, 
say of similar things, “you will learn it. 
all in heaven.” a 

During the last hour of yout sainted 
brother’s life, Mr. Ranney bent over 
him and held his hand; while poor 
Pinapah stood at a little distance weep- 
ing bitterly. The table had been spread 
in the cuddy, as usual, and the officers. 
did not know what was passing in the 
cabin, till summoned to dinner. Then 
they gathered about the door, and 
watched the closing scene with solemn 
reverence. Now—thanks to a merciful 
God !—his pains had left him, not a 
momentary spasm disturbed his placid 
face, nor did the contraction of a mus- 
cle denote the least degree of suffering ; 
the agony of death was passed, and his 
wearied spirit was turning to its rest in 
the bosom of the Saviour. From time. 
to time, he pressed the hand in which 
‘his own was resting, his: ints losing 
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in force at each successive pressure ; 
while his shortened breath (though 
there was no struggle, no gasping, as if 
it came and went with difficulty,) gra- 
dually grew softer and fainter, until it 
died upon the air—and he was gone. 
Mr. Ranney closed the eyes, and com- 
posed the passive limbs,—the ship’s offi- 
cers stole softly from the door, and the 
neglected meal was left upon the board 
untasted. 

They lowered him to his ocean grave, 
without a prayer; for his freed spirit 
had soared above the reach of earthly 
intercession, and to the foreigners who 


DR. ARNOLD on APOSTOLICAL SUCCESSION. 


senscless form. And there they left him 
in his unquiet sepulchre ; but it matters 
little, for we know that while the un- 
conscious clay is “drifting on the shift- 
ing currents of the restless main,” no- 
thing can disturb the hallowed rest of 
the immortal spirit. Neither could he 
have a more fitting monument, than 
the blue waves which visit every coast : 
for his warm sympathies went forth 
to the ends of the earth, and included 
the whole family of man. It is all as 
God would have it, and our duty is but 
to bend meekly to his will, and wait, 
in faith and patience, till we also shall 


stood around, it would have been a! be summoned home. 


DR. ARNOLD ON APOSTOLICAL SUCCESSION. 


[THE following letter is not contained in Dr. Arnold’s Life and Correspondence. It is 
inserted in the Memoir of the Rev. H. W. Fox, late missionary of the Church Missionary 
Society, noticed in our Jast. Mr. Fox had written to Dr. Arnold for advice relating to engage- 
ment in the missionary work; and in a letter in answer received from Dr. Arnold these 
sentences occur: ‘“ Again, if you go out to India, you must be clear as to questions of church 
government and the so-called apostolical succession, which there become directly practical 
questions, Are you to look upon Lutheran ordinations, and baptist and independent baptisms, 
as valid or invalid? Are the members of non-episcopal churches your brethren or not?” * The 


following letter was subsequently written in reference to the same matter. ] 


FROM REY. DR. ARNOLD TO H. W. FOX, 
. RSQ. 
April, 1840. 

My puar Fox, 

I thank you much for your very 
interesting letter, and I am not surprised 
at your decision. It has been made, I 
fully believe, in the best spirit, and I 
think that you are likely to justify it in 
the best manner, by following it up in 
practice, at once zealously and wisely. 
Believe me, I should never have touched 
on the subject of apostolical succession, 
had I not thought that it must come 
before you as a practical question much 
more necessarily than in England. 
Neither have I any wish to interfere 
ee 
_ © Dr. Amold’s Life, vol. ii., Letter 203, 


with those who hold the opposite 
opinions to myself, except so far as their 
opinion has a direct: tendency to narrow 
our Christian sympathies, and to put 
barriers between us and our brethren, 
of man’s making and not God’s.. I 
believe that either of the two opposite 
opinions may be arrived at by a nearly 
certain process, according to the method 
which a man follows. If a man with 
little understanding of the nature of 
government, and the great questions 
relating to it, sets out from a dislike to 
English dissenters, and from a great 
reverence for what he calls the Church 
—meaning thereby the writings and 
canons of the clergy—if then he carries - 
his studies backwards through the di- 
vines of our church to those who are 


~~ 
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called the fathers, imbuing his mind 
more deeply at every step with their 
way of thinking, and then proceeds to 
study lastly the New Testament,—his 
mind will be so led to fix itself on 
some particular parts, and will so ne- 
glect others, that he will find, I well 
believe, even in the scripture itself, the 
confirmation of his high-church opinions. 
But if he goes at once from his common 
practical knowledge of Christianity to 
the careful study of the New Testa- 
ment itself, and (feeling that to be 
alone divine, and all other writings and 
men to be judged of impartially and 
freely,) forms his notions of Christian- 
ity, both in doctrine and discipline 
from it alone, and then proceeds down- 
wards along the stream of church his- 
tory, judging how far the church and 
its eminent leaders adhered to or de- 
parted from the divine model ;—and 
then applies his general knowledge of 
history, and of the history of those 
times in particular, to see whether he 
cannot readily account for such and 
such predominant opinions and ten- 
dencies ;—while his understanding of 
questions of government shows him 
how far these were mixed up with 
notions of a priesthood, and how the 


absence of all free and just government 


in the Roman empire made them little 
able to enter into such questions then, 
and how the prevailing helplessness of 
men’s minds made it not only natural 
but almost necessary that they should 
be implicitly guided,—then such a man 
will, I think, be quite as likely to hold 
Mahomet to have been Christ’s succes- 
sor, as to regard the notions of the 
apostolical succession of priests with 
exclusive power to give the sacraments 
their virtue, in any other light than as 
diametrically opposite to Christ’s gospel, 
and, (as I firmly believe) the original 
antichrist, from which the ruin of the 
Christian church, as distinguished from 
the Christian religion, is most palpably 


1538 
deducible. But I should find it difficult 
to recommend to you any really good 
book on the subject on either side: at 
least I have never been able to find one 
that seemed to me to enter into the 
whole question clearly; especially in 
that most essential point of the whole— 
the disentangling the two ideas of 
government and priesthood, which we 
have so inveterately confused in the 
whole discussion. For it is quite true 
that the church always must have, and 
always has had, a government. And 
we find, of course, in the New Testa- 
ment commands to honour and obey 
this government. But then the notion 
of no government being lawful except 
such as derived its title by a succession 
of co-optationes from the original 
government is perfectly monstrous ; 
and it might as well be said that all 
kings ought to show their adoption by 
some successor of Ceesar’s, because the 
apostles said that Ceesar’s power was 
God’s ordinance. But the succession 
notion properly belongs to a priesthood, 
and is in fact the mystical transmission 
of a priestly virtue. And here, as on 
the one hand, government has much to 
do with Christianity, but the notion of 
succession has nothing to do with 
government ; so on the other hand, the 
succession is a very legitimate part of 
the idea of priesthood, but the priest- 
hood has nothing whatever to do with 
Christianity. And there is no shadow of 
authority either in scripture, or in any 
Christian writer of the first century, for 
the existence of any priestly power or 
order in the Christian, church; and the 
claim to be the channels through which 
the sacraments are made effectual, is not 
only without the slightest countenance 
in scripture, but is absolutely at vari- 
ance with the whole scheme of the 
gospel as exhibited there, as it sets up 
human peocrat as indispensable between 
Christ and his church. I have not. 
time to add ‘more ; only remember, that 
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those who think as I do refuse no 
honour and obedience to episcopal 
government. We honour all govern- 
ment, but we say that the one which 
presumes to disparage the rest, is for 
that very reason worse than they; and 
that, though all government is to be 
respected, yet all claims to priesthood 
in the Christian church are to be denied 
as false, and in the highest degree in- 
jurious both to Christ and his church; 
and that to make the ministry in the 
church a priesthood over the church, is 
far worse than to insist on the necessity 
of circumcision, which yet St. Paul 
condemned in the strongest terms; not 
that he condemned circumcision, for he 


himself circumcised Timothy; but he 
condemned the insisting upon it as 
religiously necessary, and that he called 
a falling away from Christ. And s0 
episcopacy and a succession ministry 
may be lawfully used as human institu- 
tions. I have no more objection to the 
old descent of our clergy, than to the 
old descent of our nobility; but if they 


would constrain us to have this episco-. 


pacy and succession as necessary to a 
true church, then I would give place 
by subjection, no, not for an hour, as 
St. Paul absolutely refused to circum- 
cise Titus. 
Ever most sincerely yours, 
T. ARNOLD. 


THE DYING CHRISTIAN BIDDING ADIEU TO THE WORLD. 
BY THE LATE REV. BENJAMIN FRANCIS, M.A. 


Ye objects of sense and enjoyments of time, 
Which oft have delighted my heart, 

T’soon shall exchange you for views more sublime, 
And joys that shall never depart. 


Thou lord of the day, and thou queen of the night, 
To me ye no longer are known: 

I soon shall behold, with increasing delight, 
A Sun that shall never go down. 


Ye wonderful orbs that astonish mine eyes, 
Your glories recede from my sight: ® 

I soon shall contemplate more beautiful skies, 
And stars more transcendently bright. 


Ye mountains and valleys, groves, rivers, and plains, 
Thou earth, and thou ocean, adieu! 

More permanent: Yegions, whererighteousness reigns, 
Present their bright hills to my view. 


My lov’d habitation and garden, adieu! 
No longer my footsteps ye greet ; 

A mansion celestial stands full in my yiew, 
And paradise welcomes my feet. 


My weeping relations, my brethren and friends, 
Whose souls are entwined with my own ; 

Adieu, for the present! my spirit ascends, 
Where friendship immortal is known. 


My cares and my labours, my sickness and pain, 
“And sorrows are now at an end; 
The summit of bliss I shall speedily gain, 
The heights of perfection ascend. 


The sight of transgressors shall ae me no more, 
Midst foes I no longer abide : ; 

My « conflict with sin and with sinners is. oe ; 
“With saints I shall eyer reside. 


| And bid me ascend the fair regions of peace, 


Thou vale of affliction my footsteps have trod, 
With trembling, with grief, and with tears, 

I joyfully quit for the mountain of God; 
There! there! its bright summit appears. 


No lurking temptation, defilement, nor fear, 
Aguin shall disquiet my breast ; 

In Jesus’ fair image I soon shall appear, 
Vor ever ineffably blest. 


My sabbaths below that have been my delight, 
And thou the blest volume divine, 

Ye ’ve guided my footsteps, like stars during night; 
Adieu! my conductors benign. 


The sun that illumines the regions of light, 
Now shines on mine eyes from above: 

But oh! how transcendently glorious the sight ! 
My soul is all wonder and loye. 


Thou tottering seat of disease and of pain, 
Adieu! my dissolving abode : 

But I shall behold and possess thee again, 
A beautiful building of God. 


Come, death, when thy cold hand my eyelidsshall close, 
And lay my pale corpse in the tomb ; 

My soul shall enjoy an eternal repose, 
Above in my heayenly home, 


But oh! what a life, what a rest, what a joy, 


Shall I know when I ’vye mounted above! 
Praise! praise! shall my triumphing powers Perel ; 
My God, I shall burn with thy love. 
Come, come, my Redeemer, this moment release 
The soul thou hast bought with thy blood, 


To feast on the smiles of my God. 


—— = 


or 
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Dealings with the Inquisition: .or, Papal 
Rome, her Priests, and her Jesuits. With 
Important Disclosures. By the Rev 
Giacinto Acuiuut, D.D., Late Prior and 
Visitor of the Dominican Order, Head 
Professor of Theology, and Vicar of the 
Master of the Sacred Apostolic Palace, 
&c., &c. London: Arthur Hall, Virtue, 
and Co., 1851. Imperial 12mo. pp. 490. 


A tirrtEn more than ‘twelve months 
ago, many of our readers and other 
British Christians were in the habit of 
offering intercessions to the Father of 
mercies for the release of the author of 
this volume from his imprisonment in 
the castle of St. Angelo. His activity in 
disseminating the scriptures in the Ita- 
lian language during the continuance 
of the Roman republic had brought up- 
on him the hatred of the restored priest- 
hood; the Inquisition had obtained 
possession of his person; and his friends 
could not reasonably entertain any 
other hope of his deliverance than that 
derived from the supremacy of Him 


_-who has_all power in heaven and in 


earth. This time last year, however, 
we had the pleasure of giving in his 
own words a detailed account of his 
escape ; and all who perused it will be 
anxious to learn more of his personal 
history, and to become acquainted with 
facts relating to popery in Italy, with 
which the high offices he had sustained 
had rendered him familiar. Our inten- 
tion at the present time is simply to 
gratify, in some degree, this laudable 
curiosity. We shall abstain altogether 
from disquisition, and make very few 
remarks. We merely call Dr. Achilli 
into court as a witness, believing that 
it will gratify our friends to have before 


them some parts of his testimony, and 


contenting ourselves with the humble 
functions of reporters, 

As Dr. Achilli belonged to the Domi- 
nican order—the order by which the 
Inquisition was founded, and by which 
it has always been superintended, he 
had from the beginning of his course 
opportunities to become acquainted with 
its spirit and practice ; and when light 
was breaking in on his mind, before he 
avowed his doubts publicly, many scenes 
took place which perplexed and dis- 
tressed him. The cruel obligation to 
accuse to the tribunal any one, how- 
ever nearly related or connected by the 
ties of friendship, whose delinquencies 
or heretical tendencies might be known 
to the individual, is illustrated by a 
narrative of which this is a portion :— 


“During my residence at Viterbo, my native 
town, where I was public professor and teacher 
in the church di Gradi, I was one day applied 
to by a lady of prepossessing appearance, whom 
I then saw for the first time, She requested, 
with much eagerness, to see me in the sacristy ; 
and as I entered tle apartment where she was 
waiting for me, she begged the sacristan to 
leave us alone, and suddenly closing the door, 
presented a’ moving spectacle to my eyes. 
Throwing off her bonnet, and letting loose in a 
moment her long and beautiful tresses, the lady 
fell upon her knees before me, and gave vent to 
ber grief in abundance of sighs and tears, On 
my endeavouring to encourage her, and to per- 
suade her to rise and unfold her mind to me, 
she at length, in a voice broken by sobs, thus 
addressed me: 

““<No, father, I will never rise from this 
posture, unless"you first promise to pardon me 
my heavy transgression,? (Although much 
younger than herself, she addressed me as her 
father.) 

«¢ Signora,’ replied I, ‘it belongs to God to 
pardon our transgressions. If you have in any 
way injured me, so far L can forgive you; but 
I confess I have no cause of complaint against 
you, with whom, indeed, I have_not even the 
pleasure of being acquainted.’ 
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“<T have been guilty of a great sin, for 
which no priest will grant me absolution, unless 
you will beforchand remit it to me.’ 

“¢You must explain yourself more fully; 
as yet I have no idea of what you allude to.’ 

“¢Tt is now about a year since I last re- 
ceived absolution from my confessor; and the 
last few days he has entirely forbid me his pre- 
sence, telling me that I am damned. I have 
tried others, and all tell me the same thing. 
One, however, has lately informed me, that if I 
wish to be saved and pardoned, I must apply to 
you, who, after the pope, are the only one who 
can grant me absolution.’ 

«¢ Signora, there is some mistake here, ex- 
plain yourself: of what description is your 
sin?’ 

“* «Tt is a sin against the Holy Office.’ * 

“¢ Well, but I have nothing to do with the 
Holy Office.’ 


“«How? are not you Father Achilli, the | 


Vicar of the Holy Office?’ 


“¢You have been misinformed, Signora; I | 


am <Achilli, the deputy master of the Holy 
Palace, not Office: you may see my name, 
with this title, prefixed to all works that are 
printed here, in lieu of that of the master him- 
self, I assure you that neither my principal 
nor myself have any authority in cases that 
regard the Inquisition,’ 

‘©The good lady hereupon rose from her 
knees, arranged her hair, wiped the tears from 
her eyes, and asked leave to relate her case to 
me ; and, having sat down, began as follows :— 

“<Itis not quite a year since, that I was 
going, about the time of Easter, according to 
my usual custom, to confess my sins to my 
parish priest. He being well acquainted with 
myself and all my family, began to interrogate 
me respecting my son, the only one I have, a 
young man twenty-four years of age, full of 
patriotic ardour, but with little respect for the 
priests. It happened that I observed to the 
curate that notwithstanding my remonstrances, 
my son was in the habit of saying that the 
business of the priest was a complete deception, 
and that the head of all the impostors was the 
pope himself. Would I had never told him! 
The curate would hear no further, “It is 
your duty,” said he, “ to denounce your son to 
the Inquisition.” Imagine what I felt at this 
intimation! To he the accuser of my own 
son! ‘Such is the case,” observed he, “there 
is no help for it—I cannot absolve you, neither 
can any one else until the thing is done,” 
And, indeed, from every one else [ have had 


* Every offence of which the Inqu‘sition takes 
cognisance, is called “an offence against the Holy 
Office.” 
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the same refusal, It is now twelve months 
since IL have received absolution; and in this 
present year many misfortunes have befallen 
me. ‘Ten days ago I tried again, and promised, 
in order that I might receive absolution, that I 
would denounce my son; but it was all in 
vain, until I had actually done so. I inquired 
then to whom I ought to go, to prefer the 
accusation. And I was told to the bishop, or 
the Vicar of the Holy Office, and they named 
yourself to me. Twice already have I been 
here, with the intention of doing what was 
required of me, and as often have I recollected 
that I was a mother, and was overwhelmed 
with horror at the ideas On Sunday last I 
came to your church, to pray to the Virgin, 
the mother of Christ, to aid me through this 
difficulty ; and I remember that when I had 
recited the rosary in her honour, I turned to 
pray also to the Son, saying, “O Lord Jesus, 
thou wert also accused before the chief priests, 
by a traitorous disciple; but thou didst not 
permit that thy mother should take part in 
that accusation. Behold, then, I also am a 


mother, and although my son is a sinner, ° 


whilst thou wert most just, do not, I implore 
thee, require that his own mother should be 
his accuser.” Whilst I was making this 
prayer the preaching began. I inquired the 
preacher’s name, and they told me yours, . I 
feigned to pay attention to the discourse, but I 
was wholly occupied in looking at you, and re- 
flecting, with many sighs, that I was under 
the obligation to accuse to you my own child, 
In the midst of my agitation. a_ thought 
suddenly relieved me, I did not see the Inquisi- 
tor in your countenance, Young, animated, 
and with marks of sensibility, it seemed that 
you would not be too harsh with my son; I 
thought I would entreat you first to correct him 
yourself, to reprimand, and to threaten him, 
without inflicting actual punishment upon 
him.’” pp, 115—119. 


To induce a wife to betray her hus- 
band, and to make arrangements by 
which she may do so without his disco- 
vering her treachery, are not always easy 
achievements ; but they are not beyond 
the skill of the managers of the Holy 
Office. While the author was a professor 
in the College di Gradi at Viterbo, he tells 
us that a letter was brought to his house 
by a stranger who solicited an interview 
with him ; and when he descended into 
the apartment in which she was wait- 


ing, he found a lady about thirty years 
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of age, dressed in a style which indi- 
cated wealth, while her accent showed 
that she came from another part of the 
country. She was agitated and dis- 
tressed ; his questions were answered 
with sobs; she was come to make her 
peace with God and the saints, and to 
be delivered from the hell that she was 
suffering under the load of unpardoned 
sin. The letter was from the Commis- 
sary General of the Inquisition : it re- 
quired our author to examine and inter- 
rogate the bearer; and it contained 
a printed formula of questions which 
were to be answered, 


“¢ Well, what is the deposition—the accusa- 
tion you have to make ?” 

“* Allow me, O father, to relate my story 
from the beginning. I cannot tell you by 
halves.’ 

So saying, she remained thoughtful a few 
moments, and then exclaimed : 

“¢T hardly know where to begin.—I would 
inform you—but—’ 

**¢ Courage—relate the affair simply as it is, 
I wish not to know either more or less than 
you choose to tell me. For example, I ask 
neither your name, your place of residence, nor 
what connexion you have with the party 
accused,’ 

“¢Ah! father,these are the express condi- 


‘tions on which I consented to disclose what I 
have to unfold, 


Shame forbids me to reveal 
either my name, my residence, or my con- 
nexions; since, were you ever to visit the: 
town where I, with my family, reside, you 


-would recollect a deed of which Iam sure you 


cannot approve. And where would be the use 
of concealing the place of my residence, and 
telling you the name of the party whom I am 
to accuse? It is too well known that you 
should not yourself immediately recognize it. 
Oh, is it possible that at this price alone I am 
to recover my peace !—at this, and at no other, 


to be admitted anew to the privilege of con- 


fession, and the benefit of the other sacraments! 
That to be a Christian, I must consent to be- 
tray another !—to betray the person whom in 
all the world I best love !—enjoined to do so, 
both by divine and human laws !’ : 

“ Ag she concluded, she arose, and I observed 
that with the fingers of her right hand she 


- pressed upon her left, and turned round a ring 


that was there, on the annular finger. She 
then resumed; 


VOL. XIV.—-FOURTH SERIES. 


157 


“« Where then shall we in future hope to 
place confidence ?—how trust in the sacredness 
of vows pledged at the altar? Can God be in 
contradiction to himself? Are there two sets 
of laws, the one natural and the other contrary 
tonature? and are they both obligatory ? 
Ought I, at the same time, both to love and to 
hate? Oh! what would he say if he knew 
what occupies me at this moment? And can 
I return joyfully to him, who little suspects 
what I am doing, to still live with him, and 
call him by the tenderest names, until the day 
comes, or perhaps the night, when the officers 
of justice shall secretly enter the house, appre- 
hend, and take him away—and to what place? 
To the dungeons of the Holy Office! And 
who would have placed him there? I, myself, 
by the very act Lam going to commit. But if 
T do not do so, I am in a state of perdition, 
since there will be no longer pardon or absolu- 
tion for me! Excommunication, from which 
no one can deliver me, will be my fate! And 
he also will be excommunicated. His soul will 
be for ever lost, unless it be purified in the 
Inquisition !—Both of us to lose all hope of 
salvation and eternal life! And that, because 
we refuse-to—make fitting sacrifice on earth! 
These, father, are the thoughts that agitate me, 
that divide my soul, that have led me here, and 
that have since sealed my lips. What ought I 
to do?—what reveal? Iam miserable, because 
I listen at once to the flesh and the spirit; and 
whichever way I force myself to act, I am al- 
ways divided against myself. Oh! why are 
not you, who are called fathers, husbands as 
well; then, as other men, you would have 
wives to love; and you would better compre- 
hend these matters, and would see the value of 
the text, “ Do not to others what ye would not 
that men should do unto you.”’ 

“Tet us come to an end, Signora, You 
have promised the Inquisition to make an 
accusation, and that as a matter of duty, or 
rather, from scruples of conscience. When 
you made this promise, you no doubt imagined 
you did what was right.’ 

“¢No, father, I do not deceive myself, 1 
never thought I was doing right. In every 
point of view I considered I was doing wrong. 
Nevertheless, I judged it necessary; as it is 
necessary to have an arm or a foot cut off, that 
is in a state of gangrene. I looked upon it as 
a castigation from the Almighty; as if my 
house had been burned, or a heavy beam had 
fallen on my shoulders. I thought that God 
was angry with me on occount of my sing, and 
that to appease him I must sacrifice to him 
what was most dear tome, I have often felt 
as if I should not survive so dire an event; the 
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mere idea of it is afflicting to me beyond 
expression, Father, I am here to make a 
sacrifice of myself upon the altar, I regret to 
say it, of the Inquisition.’ 

“«¢ And do you desire, Signora, that I should 
be the priest on the occasion? It is an office 
I have never performed. My hand is more 
ready to be stretched out for good than evil, I 
should feel remorse in sacrificing you. I 

‘thought that you were come to make your 
deposition voluntarily, of your own free will; 
and even in that case I should have had some 
hesitation ‘in receiving it; I repeat, I have 
‘never undertaken the office of an Inquisitor, 
In the present case, I will by no means lend 
my aid to an act of violence. I ama minister 
-of a God of peace, of Christ, who died for our 
‘sins; and it ig on condition of believing in what 
He has done for us that we obtain pardon. I 
do not find that any sacrifice is required of us, 
to be reconciled to God, unless it be the sacri- 
fice of our spirit on the altar of faith, “A 
humble and a contrite heart,” says David, “O 
God, thou wilt not despise.” I find through- 
out the whole of the bible a continual invita- 
tion to seek God; and to find him there is but 
- one way, which is Jesus Christ. He has said, 
»“T-am the way, the truth, and the life: no 
man cometh to the Father but by me.” More- 
over, he says to us, “Come unto me, all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.” And this is more particularly 
-addressed to sinners, whose duty it is to go to 
Christ, and it is ours to endeavour to invite, to 
‘lead, to bring them to him. Do you under- 
stand me, Signora—to him, and to him alone, 
-and not to the Inquisition.’ 
“€ Ah! my father,’ here exclaimed the 
* Signora ; ‘what balm you pourinto my wounds! 
Your last words have restored me to life. It is 
-to Christ then, and not to the Inquisition, that 
I shall trust my husband. Yes, my husband 
is he whom I am called upon to accuse, because 
he had spoken ill of the pope, the bishop, and 
the priests ; and had on one occasion declared 
that if he could be assured that the pope was 
St. Peter himself, he would nevertheless spit in 
his face if he could, I told my confessor of 
this, not to accuse my husband, but to learn 


‘what course I had better pursue with him; | ence, You have doubly saved my life, in sav- 


adding, that at times he was so excited as 
‘scarcely to know the meaning of the words he 
“uttered. But, without further inquiry, my 
- confessor enjoined me to denounce him to the 
Inquisition. Finally, however, he proposed 
- that E should do so to the bishop; but as I 
‘would consent to neither proposition, he ob- 
“tained permission from Rome that I should 


~come to you at Viterbo, to prefer my accusa-} life, Will you then betray me? I do not 
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tion, without disclosing my name, or that the 
party accused was my husband. But yonhave 
shown me how far better it is that I should 
recommend him to the love of Christ, than to 
the wrath of the Inquisition. It appears that 
you agree with me that in religion there cannot 
be any law contrary to nature. Oh! how often 
have I repeated on this occasion, what my 
husband so constantly asserts, that the priests 
have a religion and a morality contrary to 
nature! To compel a wife to accuse her hus- 
band! Is it not a demoralization? A bad 
wife may do so through motives of revenge; a 
good one would rather accuse herself. It is a 
base thing, in any case, to accuse a person 


secretly, without giving him any opportunity _ 


of exculpation, or allowing him to know who 
is his accuser. It is a crime that no moral 
duty can justify. Even the contemplation of 
such a step has driven me to the brink of self- 
destruction. But my eonfessor assured me 
that, in that case, both my husband and myself 
would be undoubtedly damned. And in con- 
firmation of this, I once read, in some old work, 
a story of a certain woman who had refused, 
before her death, to make one of these dis- 
closures ; and in ’consequence not only was her 
soul condemned to the torments of hell, but 
her body also found no rest in the grave, being 
continually forced to leave it, until, being con- 
jured with holy water to declare the cause of 
its disquiet, it replied that it was so punished 
because it had not obeyed the injunction it had 
received, to accuse certain heretics to the 
Inquisition ; but as all present earnestly prayed 
to the Madonna, it was granted to this un- 
happy body to return to life for the space of 
half an hour, that it might prefer its accusation 
to the Inquisition; after which it died anew.’ 

“¢ And do you believe this story ?? 

“¢T was unwilling to do so, but the priest 
showed me that the book was printed con 
licenza de’ superiori, To tell the exact truth, 
my idea was, to obey our holy church in this 
barbarous law, and then to commit suicide, 
leaving behind me a letter to my husband, 
explaining the motives that had led me to. the 
act, But God be praised, I shall now neither 
accuse him, nor put an end to my own exist- 


ing my honour and my conscience. God will 
reward you for the charity you have shown me. 


| E shall return to my home and to my family. 
| But what must I say to my confessor 2? 


“Leave liim altogether. He must never 


| know what has passed’ between ua. Signora, I 


have prevented you from betraying your hus- 
band, and you tell me E have. restored you to 
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think so. God be with you; I shall immedi- 
ately burn these papers from the Inquisition, 
along with the letter you haye brought me ; 
and their contents will be buried in your 
breast.’” pp. 127—133. 


It is not to the Inquisition alone, 
however, or even principally, that this 
volume refers. The multifarious cha- 
racter of its contents is indicated by the 
titles of its chapters which are these ;— 
My Reasons for giving the History of 
my Imprisonment to the World—Of 
the Subjects treated upon in this Nar- 
rative—My Creed—First Letter to 
Gregory XVI.; Second Letter to ditto ; 
Letter to Pius [X.—The Inquisition in 
the Nineteenth Century—The Subtlety 
of the Inquisition—The Jesuits—The 
Dominicans, and my Life among them— 
My Conversion—My Farewell to Rome 
—Naples and the Neapolitans—The 
Monks of Naples—My Exile—The Ita- 
lian Church—My Mission—The Castle 
of St. Angelo. 

Of one thing it may be expedient to 
apprise our younger friends. It is a 
part of the established policy of the 
adherents of Rome to vilify every wit- 
ness who exposes its abominations. 
Some charges have been brought against 
Dr. Achilli, investigated, and disproved. 
Other charges will doubtless be brought 
forward now. This volume is quite 
fresh from the press, and has not yet 
been criticised ; but before many days 
elapse, we expect that contradictions 
and maledictions in abundance will 
appear in certain periodicals. Let not 
our readers be deterred by these from 
the perusal of the work. It is indispu- 
table that Dr. Achilli was for some 
years a rising ecclesiastic ; that he sus- 
tained several offices of honour and re- 
sponsibility ; that other appointments 
were pressed upon him by the chief 
men of the Romish church; that his 
relinquishment of his high position was 
voluntary ; and that his change of posi- 


tion bas not brought him ease or afilu- | 
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ence. It is also a fact that the Master 
of the house to which he belongs was 
called Beelaebub ; and that he said to 
his servants, “ Blessed are ye when men 
shall revile you, and persecute you, and 
shall say all manner of evil against you 
falsely, for my sake. Rejoice and be 
exceeding glad, for great is your reward 
in heaven: for so persecuted they the 
prophets which were before you.” 


The Christian Sabbath, Considered in its 
Various Aspects. By Ministers of Differ- 
ent Denominations. With Preface by the 
fon. and Rev. Baptist W. Nort. Edin- 
burgh: Johnstone and Hunter. 8yo. pp.- 
469. 


THERE are two reasons why we shall 
adopt on this occasion the somewhat 
unusual course of transcribing the table 
of contents. The first is that inno other 
way can we give to our readers so com- 
plete a view of the claims to their regard 
which this work possesses, as they arise. 
partly from its comprehensiveness, and 
partly from the eminence of the writers. 
The second is, that it may afford mate- 
rial aid to our brethren in the ministry 


‘in the selection of themes for their dis- 


courses, when they wish to present the 
diversified aspects of the sabbath to 
their own congregations. We quite 
agreé with Mr. Noel, that it is the duty 
of those who know the value of this 
divine institution, to press its claims 
upon the attention of the public. “Such, 
especially, as are opposed to legislative_ 
acts for its support, and such as, without 
opposing them, expect very little from 
their influence, ought to establish, as 
far as they can, a universal respect for 
it by argument and information. Ap- 
peals to the scripture are all the more 
urgently needed, if appeals to the legis- 
lature are renounced. If government is 
not to protect the sabbath, conscience 
must. If there are to be mo penalties, 
there must be the more knowledge.” 
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The following are the topics discuss- 
ed :-— 


I, The divine authority and early origin of the 
sabbath—its universal and permanent obli- 
gations, and the change of the day from the 
seventh to the first under the Christian dis- 
pensation. By Ralph Wardlaw, D.D., 
Congregational Church, Glasgow. 

II. Traces and indications of the primitive 

_ sabbath in many of the institutions and 
observances of the ancient world, By the 
Rey. John Jordan, Vicar of Enstone, Oxon. 

Ili. The sabbath not a mere Judaical appoint- 
ment; with an examination of the more 
prevalent arguments by which it has been 
attempted to show that the sabbath law has 
been abolished or relaxed. By the Rev. 
Andrew Thompson, B.A., United Presby- 
terian Church, Edinburgh. 

IV. The adaptation of the sabbath to the 
temporal well-being of men, and more espe- 
cially of the working classes ; with applica~ 
tion of the argument to sabbath railway 
travelling. By David King, LL.D., United 
Presbyterian Church, Glasgow. 

V. The adaptation of the sabbath to man’s 


intellectual and moral nature. By James 
Hamilton, D.D., English Presbyterian 
Church, London, 


VI. Several prevailing forms of sabbath dese- 
cration exposed. By the Rev. Peter M’Owen, 
‘Wesleyan Chapel, Mount Pleasant, Liver- 

- pool. 

VII. The sabbath a happy day, viewed espe- 
cially in its influence, when rightly observed, 
on the religion of individuals, By John 
Hannah, D.D., Wesleyan Chapel, Didsbury, 

VIII. Biographical notices on the subject of 

. sabbath observance, showing its influence on 
_the piety of individuals, By William Innes, 
D.D., Baptist Church, Elder Street, Edin- 
burgh. 

IX. The influence of the sabbath on domestic 

. Piety. By William Glover, A.M., D.D., 
Greenside Parish, Edinburgh. 

X. Historical notices on the subject of sabbath 
observance, showing its influence on the 
prosperity of churches, By W. M. Hether- 
ington, LL.D., D.D., Free Church, Edin- 

-burgh, 

XI, Indirect influence of the sabbath on the 
general prosperity of nations, and espccially 
on their intelligence, trade, and commerce, 
social order, and liberties. By James Seaton 
Reid, D.D., Professor of Ecclesiastical His- 
tory in the University of Glasgow. 

XII. The sin and evils of sabbath mails. By 
_ Andrew Symington, D.D., Reformed Bret 
byterian Church, Paisley. 
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XIII. The law of the sabbath, the proper 
statute of religion, identical in principle and 
invariable in force through all times and 
dispensations. By the late Richard Winter 
Hamilton, LL.D., D.D., Congregational 
Church, Leeds. 

XIV. The spiritual observance of the Lord’s 
day. By the late Rev. Edward Bickersteth, 
Rector of Watton, Herts. 

XV. The blessing promised on the sabbath 
sanctified, and the penalty annexed to the 
neglect or profanation of it. By Stewart 
Bates, D.D., Reformed Presbyterian Church, 
Glasgow. 


XVI. Concluding practical address: — The 


sabbath— its religious observance a national . 


duty and a national blessing. By the Rev. 

John Angell James, Congregational Church, 

Birmingham. 

Such a volume as this was very desi- 
rable, and its extensive circulation will 
be a public benefit. 


Memoirs of Sir Andrew Agnew of Lochnaw, 
Bart. By THomas M‘Criz, D.D., LL.D., 
Author of “ Sketches of Scottish Church 
History,” &c., §c., &c. London : 
stone and Hunter. 8vo. pp. x. 442. 


John- 


Str Anprew AGNEW was born in Ire- 
land in 1793, his mother, who was a 


native of that country, having returned : 


to her paternal home before his birth, 
in consequence of the sudden death of 
his father, within four months of their 
marriage. She was attached to the 


episcopal church, and her son was edu-. 


cated in its principles. He was in par- 
liament from 1830 to 1837, and is known 
to the English public chiefly through 
strenuous but unsuccessful exertions to 
induce the House of Commons to pass 
bills which he brought in for the better 
observance of the Lord’s day. The 


measures he proposed were very strin- . 


gent and comprehensive; but his views 
of duty did not allow him to yield to 
the solicitations of those who having in 
view the same general object advised 
him to deal with one portion of the sub- 
ject at a time, and to aim rather at 


what was practicable than at what was 
theoretically perfect. It is evident from’ 
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the volume before us, that Sir Andrew was 
an amiable, conscientious, persevering 
man; he held his principles tenaciously, 
and acted upon them consistently ; but 
like other churchmen, and many who are 
not churchmen, he does not seem to 
us to have had adequate views of the 
difference between the Jewish and the 
Christian dispensations. Till this is 
better understood than it is, however 
many evangelical alliances may be 
formed, there will be no intelligent 
unity in the body of Christ. The volume, 
however, is well entitled to perusal. It 
furnishes a fine specimen of perse- 
verance in a course conscientiously 
adopted, in the midst of reproach, de- 
rision, and hatred, and shows that this 
conduct, when pursued mildly and up- 
rightly, will, at length, in a great degree, 
mitigate opposition, and secure respect, 
if not approbation. 

“* Few, indeed, who came into personal con- 
tact with him, were proof against what Milton 
calls ‘ the irresistible might of meekness,’ with 
which he bore up against such assaults. Even 
those who disrelished him most as the Christian 
senator, were wholly disarmed of their personal 
antipathy when they discovered the genuine 
spirit of the Christian gentleman, Nothing 
affected him more than the cold contemptuous 
looks with which he was regarded by some who 
moved in the same circle of life, and who 
seemed disposed to treat him as one who had 

rendered himself unworthy of their society. 
‘JT assure you, my dear sir,’ he once remarked, 
while the tear glistened in his eye at the recol- 
lection, ‘ i¢ was hard to bear!’ And when we 
consider, that in his constitutional tempera- 
ment there was a certain pride, or, at least, a 
sense of personal dignity and propriety, which 
shrunk with peculiar sensitiveness from con- 
tumely and contempt, we cannot fail to recog- 
nize in the fortitude which he displayed under 
. this ‘trial of cruel mockings,’ a singular tri- 
umph of heavenly grace. ‘I remember an 
anecdote of him,’ says an intimate friend, 
‘which I thought very touching. We were 
speaking one day of the difficulty of confessing 
Christ before the world, It was affecting to 
hear him acknowledge this difficulty, who had 
borne Christ’s reproach so manfully and so 
meekly in all places. He told me, that when 
he first began to take up the cause of the sab- 
bath, there were many worldly men who dis- 
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liked him so much that they seemed anxious 
to stare him out of their company, and that he 

had, felt this particularly at the New Club. 

One honourable baronet, not satisfied with 
this species of annoyance, when he saw that 
Sir Andrew had courage enough to despise it, 

and to frequent. the club regularly every day 
notwithstanding, began speaking at him, and 
acting as rudely as he well could towards him. 
One morning, Sir Andrew was waiting for his 
breakfast at the club, when the baronet to 
whom I allude came in, apparently in great 
agitation. Sir Andrew, perceiving this, asked 
him if anything was wrong; to which he re- 
plied, that his lady had last night an attack of 
paralysis, and that she was dangerously ill. 
Sir Andrew said he felt for him sincerely, and 
expressed his sympathy warmly, Next morn- 
ing he met him again with his two sons, who 
had come to see their mother, and he asked for 
Lady —— with much interest, The answer 
was, that he had been sitting up with her all 
night, and that she was no better. Ultimately, 
however, she did recover ; and on one occasion 
afterwards, the honourable baronet referred to 
came up to Sir Andrew, and with feelings that 
did himgreat- honour, said, “Sir Andrew, 
there are many people that like to laugh at 
you and abuse you, because of your sabbath 
principles, and I confess that I have been 
among the number; but I trust I shall never 
so far forget myself again. A man gets a very 
different view of these subjects when standing 
beside what he thinks the dying-bed of his 
wife.” Sir Andrew was very much affected by 
this frank acknowledgment, and replied, “1 
understand you perfectly, for I have experi- 
enced all the same feelings myself. I, too, was 
once opposed to religion. When I first pro- 
posed to bring my Sabbath Bill into parliament, 
I felt the difficulty I had to encounter; and, 
after having given notice of the bill, I thought 
I should never have courage to proceed with it. 
The day was drawing near on which my mo- 
tion was to come on. Every day I felt my 
courage growing less and less; when, just a 
day or two before, a messenger arrived from 
the country with intelligence that my mother 
had had a stroke of apoplexy, and I must hurry 
down to see her, I went accordingly, and it 
was when watching beside the bed of my dying 
mother that I got grace and strength to bring 
in my Sabbath Bill.” The conversation 
touched the feelings of both parties, and they 
ever afterwards entertained much respect for 
one another.’ ” 


Who can. estimate the efficiency of 
frankness, consistency, and gentleness, 
in harmonious combination ? 
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BRIEF NOTICES. 


Romanism in England Exposed, The Re- 
demptorist Fathers of St. Mary’s Convent, 
Park ‘Road, Clapham. By CHARLES 
Hastines Contterre. 2nd Edition. Lon- 
don; A. Hall. 12mo., pp. xvi., 262. 


Pliny, in his work on Natural History, tells 
us that a person may immediately be cured of 
the headache by the use of any plant that may 
have grown on the head of some statue of a 
god, provided it be folded in a shred of a gar- 
ment and tied to the part affected with a red 
string, Every eastern work abounds with 
proofs of the value that orientals have ever set 
on charms, and the wisest nations of antiquity 
wore amulets in every variety of form to ward 
off disease, to guard their persons and habita- 
tions from malign influences, and to secure 
superior advantages for the wearer both in the 
Ee and the future life, Popery too must 

ave its charms, its rags of wondrous power, 
“tied with a red string,” to assure its votaries 
of their souls’ security. The consecration and 
wear of such amulets has been ripened into 
forms of devotion, and has obtained the special 
guardianship and services of an order of monks, 
The Redemptorists have taken one of these 
devotions under their care. They are devoted 
to the service and to the honour of the Scapu- 
lar. This amulet goes under the name of the 
Scapular of the Passion, or of Mount Carmel 
It consists of two oblong bits of cloth, serge, 
or other stuff, one brown, the other red, joined 
together by a bit of coloured ribbon or string. 
On one piece is a picture of our Saviour on the 
cross, surrounded by the instruments of his 
torture ; on the other are the joined hearts of 
Jesus and Mary, with the inscription, “ Sacred 
Hearts of Jesus and Mary, protect us.” The 
scapular is hung round the neck, one piece 
hanging in front the other on the back. Its 
virtues are very great. Any one dying with it 
on escapes the “ eternal Hames of hell.” It is 
a safeguard in danger, a pledge of peace. Its 
wearer is taken from purgatory by the hand of 
the Virgin. A pistol bullet is flattened 
against it, that»otherwise would kill the man 
on whom the sacred scapular is found, So 
greet is its virtue that the wearer of it cannot 

rown himself, however anxiously he ma 
attempt to destroy his wretched life. And all 
this for fourpence, or three and sixpence per 
dozen scapulars. So cheap is the blessing the 
Redemptorist Fathers of Clapham will bestow. 
All this and much more does Mr. Collette elu- 
cidate, and takes occasion to lay open man 
other of the enormities of which the Churel 
of Rome is guilty, The book is instructive 
and useful as containing many facts, told in-a 
somewhat vigorous style, to be.found only in 
larger works, 
given. 


Remains of the Rev. Robert Shirra, Linktown, 
Kirkaldy. 


- Joun B. Jounsron, Kirkaldy, Second 


‘Thousand, Edinburgh: Oliphant and Sons. | 
> ee 


< 82mo., pp. lvi., 197. 
Many [amusing anecdotes are told in this 


The authorities are carefully | 


With a Memoir, by the Rev. | 


tion of Character,” 


volume respecting Mr. Shirra, who sustained 
the ministerial office at Kirkaldy in connexion 
with the Associate Burgher Synod from 1750 
to 1798, -He appears to have been a man of 
lively humorous temperament, more than 
common corporeal magnitude, a majestic gait, 
and an adequate conviction of his own import~ 
ance. In the earlier part of life he was an elo- 
quent preacher, having great mastery over the 
passions of his auditors, but subsequently, 
when excited with his subject, it is said that he 
gave full scope to his imagination and feelings, 
and not unfrequently uttered strange and 
striking statements, which had not been pre- 
viously prepared, and of the precise tendency 
of which he was not at the time aware. His 
prayers seem to have been as eccentric as his 
sermons; thus on one occasion, referring to the 
inhabitants of a neighbouring village, many of 
whom attended his ministry, he prayed, “ Lord, 
give the weavers of Pathhead less wages, or 
more wit to guide them.” His intemperate 
zeal for the policy of Pitt and Dundas at. 
length put an end to his official connexion with 
his flock, who became urgent that he should 
“tender his dismission.” In his Remains 
there are some impressive passages, but the 
collection will not be found in accordance with 
the public taste in the southern part of this 
island, 


Spiritual Reflections for every Day in the, 
Year, with Morning and Evening Prayers. 
In Four Volumes, By the Rev, Tuomas 
GoyrpEer. Vols, I. and JI, London: 
Simpkin and Marshall, 24mo., pp. 408,448, 


The doctrinal views maintained by the writer 
of these volumes are those which are generally 
denominated Sabellian. Holding that there is 
but “one divine personal Being” the author 
consequently denies the distinct personality of 
the Son, and Holy Ghost. e Father is 
love; the Son is wisdom or love in manifesta 
tion;. and the Holy Spirit is operative life, a 
power or influence proceeding from the Father: 
and the Son, In the prayers contained in the 
volumes the Father and the Son are addressed. 
as one person ; the mediatorial office of Christ 
is lost sight of; and in no instance is any’ 
blessing asked of the Father in the name or for. 
the sake of the Son, While, therefore, these re- 
flections contain many pious and valuable. 
thoughts, their theology is not at all in accord- 
ance with our views of scriptural truth, and 
we cannot conscientiously recommend them to 
our readers. x pits 


Thoughts upon Thought. For Young Men. 
In Three Parts, By the Rev. Joan &, 
Hewtert, Ph.D., author of “ Thoughts on 

_ the Holy. Spirit and his Work,” Sc, §ex 

. Fourth Thousand, London: Partridge and 
Oakey. 1851. 16mo., pp. 174, : 
Judicious and important suggestions on the 

Responsibility of Man in atten to his 

Thoughts—the Government of the Thoughts 

—and the Influence of Thought in the Forma-. 


ce 


BRIEF NOTICES. 
Refreshing Dew Drops; or, Hints for the | 


Heart. By the Rev. James Surru, author 
of “The Messenger of Mercy,” &c., &e. 
London: Simpkin, Marshall, and Co. 
32mo., pp. 286. 


The author describes it as “a book for the | 


pocket and intended to benefit the heart,” 
which ‘‘ may be taken out at a leisure moment, 
and be closed again without breaking any con- 
necting link,” | As those who are acquainted 
with his other publications may conjecture, the 
short paragraphs of which it consists relate to 
the most important subjects and breathe a 
serious and evangelical spirit. 


Serpents in Hedges. .A Plea for Moderation 
in the Hours employed in Business, By 
SAMUEL Martin,-Minister of Westminster 
Chapel, Westminster. London: Ward and 

--Co. 16mo., pp. 63. 


Physical, moral, and religious mischiefs, 
arising from the unduly protracted labour which 
shopmen and others are compelled to perform, 
are described by Mr. Martin impressively ; and 
the propriety of an immediate renunciation of 
‘the ill-gotten gains derived by employers from 
this source, is ingeniously advocated by a very 
fair application of Solomon’s maxim—“ Whoso 
breaketh a hedge, a serpent shall bite him.” 


‘Bible Characteristics. By CHARLOTTE Exiza- 
' BETH. London: Partridge and Oakey. 
18mo., pp. 125. 
This little volume is chiefly occupied with 
“brief but interesting sketches of some promi- 
nent scripture characters. They are not indeed 
sketches or outlines of their general history, 
but of some leading mental or moral feature by 
which each was distinguished, and in the light 
of which the events of their career are viewed. 
Thus Nehemiah is proposed as an example of 
-decision, Daniel of faith, Jonathan of attach- 
ment, Abraham of authority, The men thus 
come more definitely before us; and a clearer 
impression is left on the mind than by any 
‘general biographical notice. We commend the 
~volume not only to Christian ladies, for whose 
especial benefit the pieces were’ originally com- 
posed, but to Christians generally, 


The Holiness of Christ maintained. Light 
Letiers, by Taomas Crumpton. Jn expos- 
tulation with Mr. W—, Baptist Minister, 
H—. London: Houlston and Stoneman. 
pp. 55. 

“Without committing ourselves to all Mr. 
“Crumpton’s views on the suretyship and sub- 
stitution of Christ, we are ready to admit we 
think he has very scripturally and satisfactorily 


“exhibited the evil of that mode of preaching 


which dares to charge sin upon our adorable 
and holy Saviour. The first two letters of the 
series, however, tolerably accomplish what was 
‘really the author’s end in this pamphlet, and 
much contained in the other six we think might 
have been omitted. We have little hope that 


men who can make such statements as are here | 


imputed to Mr. W., or hearers who can listen 
to them, will be reached either by right quota- 
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nishing the number of such preachers and such 
hearers, 


The Light of Life. Dedicated to the Young 
by the Author of the “ Female Visitor to the 
Poor,” &e., §e. London: Seeleys. pp. 239, 
This neatly executed volume will be found 

highly valuable to thoughtful religiously edu- 
cated youth, and especially to those who are 
leaving or have recently left the parental roof, 
Though its avowed object is rather to benefit 
the heart than to enlighten the understanding, 
it is far removed from that sickly feebleness 
which seems to assume that religion and intel- 
lect are hopelessly separated. Many portions 
of this volume may be read with much advan- 
tage by Christians who are no longer juvenile, 
and we should be inclined to advise most pro- 
fessors of religion to give it a place on their 
closet table, and occasionally to make it a com- 
panion to their hours of self-examination and 
devotion. We should much fear for the spiri- 
tual health and life of that individual who 
could attentively read the fifth chapter without 
feeling deep interest, and deriving real benefit. 


The River of Life. An Allegory. By the 
Rev. N. M. W. Watxer. London: 
Blackwood. pp. 30. 


We have no doubt any class of children in a 
sabbath school would listen with attention to 
this allegory, and so we think they would to 
the important facts to which it alludes, if 
seriously read to them from the sacred volume, 
especially if such reading were accompanied by 
a few explanatory remarks and pointed practical 
applications of the truth. ‘There seems to us 
a difficulty in understanding what is to be 
gained by thus constructing a tale which 
in simplicity and point is far inferior to the 
sacred narrative, in order to impress on the 
minds of children truths which, though eter- 
nally momentous, cannot be stated in a plainer 
or, we imagine, in a more attractive manner 
than that in which they are presented on the 
inspired page. We by no means intend to 
condemn allegory as a mode of conveying im~ 
portant instruction, and when God shall please 
to bless his church with another Bunyan, no 
one will be more delighted than ourselves to 
listen to the narration of his dreams, 


The Glory of a Country; or, the Inestimable 
Benefits of a National Sabbath—particular - 
ly to the Working Classes, By W. RANCE, 
Hackney: Caleb Twiner. 12mo., pp. 63... 
A well-meant essay, in many respects credit- 

able to the writer, on a topic the importance of 
which can scarcely be overrated, e do not 
however agree with the author in much that 
he says respecting the enforcement of sabbath 
observance. 


Hubert Lee; or, How a Boy may do Good, 
London: B. L. Green, 24mo.,, pp. 156. 
A book for boys, which possesses far more 
than average excellence. ef 
Flora Mortimer; or, 


Six Months in_ the 
Country. Mrs. Epmonps. 


London 


a tie = F }41 ort ar: 
tions of scripture or sound reasoning, but we | Bs L. Green: | 24me,j pp BEE 
fejoice in believing that scriptural preaching | Asvell adapted for gisls, ae Hubert Lee is 
and sabbath school instruction are daily dimi- | for boys. Sa aks 


164 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
Approved. 


{It should be understood that insertion in this list is nota 
mere announcement: it expresses approbation of the works 
enumerated,— not of course extending to every particular, but 
an approbation of their general character and tendency. ] 


A Lecture delivered at Lewisham 
Road Chapel. By James Hony, D.D. London: 
Houlston and Stoneman. 16mo., pp. 30. 

A Voice from an Outpost. Two Discourses on 
the Papal Aggression. By Wm. Urwick, D.D., 


Anti-Popery. 


Minister of York Street Chapel. Dublin: J. 
Robertson. 16n20., pp. 48. 
The Bulwarks of Protestantism. By JAMEs 


PATERSON, Minister of Hope Street Chapel. Glas- 


gow: J. Maclehose. 16mo., pp. 51. 


— 


Baptismal Regeneration, its Unscriptural Nature, 
and Destructive Tendency. Being the substance of 
a Discourse preached at Bratton. By HusH An- 
person. London: Hamilton, Adams, and Co. 
16mo., pp. 19. 

The Papal Aggression and Popery Contemplated 
Religiously. A Pastoral Address to his Flock, by 
J. A. James. London: Hamilton, Adams, and Co, 
16mo., pp. 43. 

The Protestant Reformation, A Lecture deliver- 
ed in Trinity Chapel, East India Road, London, on 
Tuesday evening, November 5. By the Rey. 
Grorce Smirx. London: John Snow. 16mo., pp. 
24, 

The Papal Claims. Extracts from Bulls and De- 
cretals; exhibiting the extent of power claimed by 
the Popes. London : Seeleys, 16mo., pp. 32. 


— 


The Midnight Conference between Westminster 
Abbey and St. George’s Catholic Church. Overheard 
by a Protestant Fabulist. London; Ward and Co. 
16mo., pp. 24. 


—e 


Puritan Gems; or, the Wise and Holy Sayings of 
the Rey. Thomas Watson, A.M., one of the Ejected 
Ministers on Bartholomew’s Day, 1662. Edited and 
arranged by the Rey. Joun Apey. London; Snow. 
32mo., pp. 128. 


The Pastor’s Glory and Joy. A Sermon preached 
at the Independent Chapel, Kingston, January 12, 
‘1851. By Lawrence H. Byrnes, B.A, on the 
occasion of the commencement of his stated minis- 
try there, and published by the wish of his people. 
‘London ; John Snow. ‘12mo., pp. 24. 


—_—- 


The History of Greece from the Earliest Period to 
the Roman Conquest. With a sketch of its Modern 
-History to the present time. Adapted for Schools 
*and Families. By Miss Corner, author of “ The 
‘History of Rome,” d&c., &c, With Questions to 
each Chapter, and a full Chronological Table. Lon- 
don: Dean and Son. 16mo., pp. 23}, 


—— 


_ The Life and Epistles of St. Paul; comprising a 
Complete Biography of the Apostle, and a Transla- 
tion of his Letters inserted in Chronological Order. 
By the Rev. W. J. Conynearg, M.A., late Fellow 
of Trinity College, Cambridge ; and the Rey. J. 8, 
Howson, M.A., Principal of the Collegiate Institu- 
tion, Liverpool. With very numerous Illustrations 
on Steel and Wood of the Principal Places visited 
-by the Apostle, engraved expressly for this Work, 
from Original Drawings made on the spot, by W. 
_H. Bartlett, and by Maps, Charts, Coins, &c. Part 
XI. London: Longman, Brown, Green, aie Long- 
MAN» 


BRIEF NOTICES. 


The Pye Smith Testimonial. Proceedings at a 
Public Breakfast in the London Tavern, Bishopsgate 
Street, January 8, 1851, on the Presentation of a 
Testimonial to the Rev. Joun Pye Situ, D.D., 
LL.D., F.R.S., F.G.S, &c. To which is added a 
List of the Contributors, London: J. Snow. 8v0., 
pp. 48. 

The Eclectic Review. Edited by Tomas Price, 
LL.D., and the Rev. W.H. SrowEiu, LL.D. Feb- 
ruary, 1851. Contents. I. The Royal Academy. 
II. Sunday Legislature—Memoirs of Sir Andrew 
Agnew. III. Smith’s Social Aspects. IV. Popu- 
lar Rhymes and Nursery Tales. V. Emigration— 
its Distribution and Importance. VI. Lord Car- 
lisle and Alexander Pope. VII. The Italian Revo- 
lution — Mazzini and Baillie Cochrane. VIII. 
Wuthering Heights and Agnes Grey. IX. The 
Power of Romanism. Review of the Month, &c., 
&c. London. 8v0., pp. 28. Price 1s. 6d. 


Papa and Mamma’s Easy Lessons in Geography ; 
or, the Elements of Geography in a new and attrac- 
tiveform. By ANNE Marra SARGEANT, author of 
‘‘Mamma’s Lessons on the History and Geography 
of Palestine,” &c. London: T. Dean and Son. 
16mo., pp. 90. 


Cuff the Negro Boy. A Story for Christian Chil- 
dren. Translated from the German of Dr. Barth. 
Third Edition. Edinburgh; Paton and Ritchie. 
24mo., pp. 108. 

Christmas Morning; or, the Little Ink Cask. 
Translated from the German of Dr. Barth. Edin- 
burgh: Paton and Ritchie. 24mo., pp. 92. 


The Christian Treasury : containing Contributions 
from Ministers and Members of various Evangeli- 
cal Denominations. February, 1851. Edinburgi'; 
Johnstone and Hunter, 8vo., pp. 48. 


—e 


The Christian Journal, conducted by Ministers 
and Members of the United Presbyterian Church. 
February, 1851. Profits devoted to Aged and Invalid 
Ministers of the United Presbyterian Church. 
Glasgow: R. Jackson, 8vo.,, pp. 54. 


Familiar Things ; a Cyclopedia of Entertaining 
Knowledge. Being Useful Information, popularly 
arranged. Illustrated by Wood Engravyings. No. 
1, January, pp. 32. No 2. February, pp. 32. 
London: Arthur Hall, Virtue, and Co. 16mo. 


The Family Sunday Book ; or, Pleasant Pages for 
Sabbath Hours. By the author of “ Pleasant 
Pages.” Designed to supply Interesting and Suit- 
able Reading for the Leisure Hours of Sunday. For 
the especial use of Parents and Sunday School 
Teachers. Contents: No. I—l. Adam. 2. Eve. 
3. The Sin. 4, The Fall. No. Il.—l. Cain and 
Abel. 2. Enoch. 3. Noah. 4. The Flood. Lon- 
don. 16mo., pp. 16. Price 2d. each. 


we 


The Bible and the People. Nos. I. and II. Jan- 
Ss and February, 1851. London. 8vo. Price 6d. 
in 


— 


Half Hours with the Best Authors. London: 
C. Knight. 8vo., pp. 71. i 

The Herald of Peace. February, 1851. London. 
Ato., pp. 11. Price 4d, 


—e 


The Jewish Herald and Record of ‘Christian 
Effort for the Spiritual Good of God’s Ancient 
People. February, 1851. London; Avylott and 
Jones. 1670., pp. 28. i z 
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[AMERICA 


BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION. 


The American Missionary Magazine for 
January, in a brief retrospect of the last 
year, says, “ The history of 1850, as con- 
cerning the missions of the Union, corre- 
sponds in its general aspects with that of 
years preceding. In the amount of labour 
performed and of results of labour, it bears 
its fair proportion to the average of the last 
ten years. If we take into the comparison 
the adversities upborne by some of the 
missions, we doubt whether any past year 
could furnish more abundant and satisfactory 
proof that they are all doing a work ap- 
proved of God, and that God is with them. 
It has been, in them all, a year of faithful 
endeavour and patient endurance; in most, 
if not in all, a period of perceptible progress, 
though chequered with hopes deferred. 

“Qn some of the missions the hand of 
God has pressed heavily. Sicknesses pro- 
tracted and severe, have enfeebled them; 
death has gathered spoil. One and another 
station still lies desolate; here and there per- 
secution has vented its rage. Faith, and 
patience, and charity, haye been sorely tried. 
Nevertheless, the Lord liveth. In all that 
concerns the essential prosecution of our 
work, we see nothing to paralyze effort, or 
shake our stedfastness of purpose, nothing 
to abate our hope or damp our zeal. God 
has declared his decree—it presses on to its 
fulfilment. Year after year hastens the 
appointed day. The heathen are the in- 
heritance of the King in Zion, the uttermost 
parts of the earth are his possession. 


Death of Dr. Judson. 


“The most signal event of the year just 
closed, is the death of Dr. Judson. Other 
fellow labourers have also been taken from 
us, faithful, honoured, and beloved. We 
mourn our loss, But the removal of Dr. 
Judson marks an era in our missionary his- 
tory. A great man hag fallen in Israel. 
Identified with the history of American 
missions to the east from their beginning, 
God had made him an instrument, pre-emi- 
nently as to the churches of our communion, 
to quicken and cherish the spirit of mission- 
ary enterprise. To him, it is hardly too 
much to say, more than to any other indivi- 
dual,—certainly more to him associated with 
his earliest companion in peril and suffering, 
—are our churches indebted, under God, for 
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their union and constancy of purpose in the 
work of foreign missions, and for the measure 
of zeal, self-denial and liberality whereto, 
from time to time, they have attained. He 
has stood before us, and before the world, 
these thirty-eight years, as an embodiment of 
the spirit of missions, a leader and exemplar. 

That Dr. Judson possessed decision of 
character in a pre-eminent degree, is of course 
not inferable from two or three disconnected 
passages of his career. The promptitude 
with which at the first he resolved to preach 
the gospel among the heathen, so speedily 
after his own acceptance of it, and in his 
comparative ignorance of what was imported 
by such resolve, might, alone, have been 
ascribed to the rash impetuosity of youth, 
His sudden change of views in regard to the 
mode and subjects of Christian baptism, 
sudden in its announcement, but resulting, if 
faith may-be ever placed in human testimony, 
from careful study and in the love of truth, 
and the spirit of obedience, might, perhaps, 
have been charged, though with little plausi- 
bility, to disaffection, His entrance into 
Burmah, swayed by a despotic prince, whose 
caprice was law, and his tender mercy cruelty, 
might, by itself, have been termed temerity. 
And so of numberless minor incidents, which 
diversify the eventful period of his residence 
-at Rangoon and the imperial city, as well as 
the more even round of years circling his 
abode at Maulmain. But in all these acts 
and incidents we see the same man, intent 
of thought, clear in apprehension, eager to 
grasp the essential points, prompt in decision, 
and swift to execute the thing resolved. 

The same earnest steadfastness of purpose 
was exhibited, when occasion offered, in the 
subordinate labours that filled up his mis- 
sionary life, in the translation of the Burman 
scriptures, in the compilation of his Burman 
and English dictionary, and in the preparation 
of minor works, Whatever he attempted, 
he was instant to complete. Vacillation of 
purpose, relinquishment of plan without a 
cause, was unknown to him, Nor did this 
degenerate into obstinacy. No missionary 
needs regard more scrupulously the  sug- 
gestions of a supervisory board. His inter- 
course with the Missionary Union and its 
executives was invariably marked with 
Christian courtesy and modesty. The word 
is not remembered, we believe it was never 
uttered, in all his communications with them, 
written or oral, that sayowed of alienation or 
disesteem.”” 7A Oe OF 
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HHAT AND MIASMA AT NINGPO, OHINA. 


Dr. Macgowan says, “I write, you will 
perceive, from Chusan. We have just fled 
to this sanitarium to escape the real “ fever 
heat” of Ningpo. The mere fact of the 
thermometer being at 96 deg. and upwards, 
from week to week, does not render it un- 
healthly, but the miasma of the rice-fields is 
rife with disease to most foreigners, and weak- 
ening to all, The sun’s rays are highly 
dangerous, and the deceitful breezes deleteri- 
ous in the extreme. When fanned by them 
for a moment, there is communicated a 
refreshing sensation ; but it soon withers, and 
if not avoided, produces giddiness, headache, 
fainting, and fever. Night brings no relief. 
The sheets of the bed seem as if a warming- 
iron, overheated, had been pressed over them, 
and then sleep is sought in vain. By remain- 
ing here during the hot season, refraining 
from labour and hard study, and keeping my 
head closely shaved, I hope, with the divine 
blessing, to preserve my brain from renewed 
inflammatory attacks. For several weeks 
before quitting Ningpo, I was obliged to dis- 
continue my bible class, and to cease speak- 
ing even to patients, except so far as to give 
the necessary directions. The wasting effects 
of disease, and an unhealthy .climate, have 
left indelible marks upon me. My dear wife 
requires this change of air still more than 
myself. Repeated illnesses have deranged 
her nervous system and sorely weakened her 
whole frame. We have with us one of 
brother Goddard’s children, Brother Lord 
and wife preceded us several days, accom- 
panied by Mrs. Coulter, and Mrs. Rankin of 
the presbyterian mission, The greater part 
of the missionaries at Ningpo, are soon to 
follow, all seeking relief from the heat of 
Ningpo, The latter has been called to part 
with her infant child,” 


~NEW CHAPEL. 
LEEDS. 


An elegant building, errected by the con- 
gregation under the care of the Rey. R. 
Brewer, was opened for worship on January 
15, 1851, The service in the morning com- 
menced at eleven o’clock ; when, after read- 
ing and prayer by the Rev. A. M. Stalker, 
the Hon. and Rev, B. W. Noel, M.A. 
preached from Acts ii, 1—4, In the evening 
the service was held in the largest chapel in 
the town (Oxford Place), kindly lent for the 
occasion, The spacious building was quite 
full; and the auditory listened with deep at- 
‘tention to a sermon from Acts ii. 38, Be- 
tween the services a dinner was provided at 
the Scarborough Hotel, at which the Mayor 
of Leeds (who is a member of the church for 
whose use the new building has been erected) 


‘ 


INTELLIGENCE. 


presided. On the following Lord’s day, the 
Rey. Dr. Acworth preached in the morning, 
from Rom. iii. 31; the Rev. G. W. Conder 
in the afternoon, from 2 Cor. vi. 1; and the 
Rey. W. M. Bunting in the evening, from 
Mark v. 36, with Rom. iv. 5, The amount 
collected is between £130 and £140, Several 
presents have been made to the new chapel, 
in which members of different communities 
have displayed both their taste and their 
liberality. The style of building is Gothic, 
of the early decorated order of the thirteenth 
century. Its present arrangement will .ac- 
commodate six hundred people, and nearly 
double that number could be arranged for 
without injury to the main building. Its cost 
is about £2,500 altogether ; i. e., for building 
£1,700, and for land, &e, £800. : 


ORDINATIONS. 
BLISWORTH, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 


Mr. R. Turner, late of Bythorn, Hants, 
has accepted a unanimous inyitation to the 
pastorate of the baptist church at Blisworth, 
and entered on his labours the first sabbath 
in February. 


WEST DRAYTON, MIDDLESEX. 


The Rey. John Gibson has accepted the 
cordial and unanimous invitation of the 
church at West Drayton, Middlesex, to be- 
come the pastor, and commenced his official 
duties the first sabbath in February, with 
encouraging prospects of happiness and use- 
fulness. 


RECENT DEATHS. 
REY. DANIEL TROTMAN. 


The Rey. Daniel Trotman was born at 
Dursley, in Gloucestershire, about the year 
1773; here he remained till he was fourteen 
years of age, when he went to reside at 
Frome, in Somersetshire. There he con- 
tinued for several years engaged in business, 
and then went to London ; but after remain- 
ing in the metropolis for a short time he re- 
turned to Frome. At what period his mind 
became illuminated with heavenly light, or 
under what circumstances divine grace took 
possession of his heart, does not appear; but 
it is known, that at. an early stage of his 
history he was connected with the Wesleyans. 
With that body, however, he did not con- 
tinue long, for, when quite a young man, he 
was found attending the ministry of the Rev. 
Mr. Sibree of Frome, who was made a great 
blessing to him, and he often referred to it 
with peculiar pleasure: He continued to 


enjoy the ministry of this honoured servant 


God, till being convinced of the ordinance 
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of baptism by immersion, he submitted to 
that rite, and joined the church at Crocker- 
ton in Somersetshire. But the Head of the 
church had marked him out for his servant, 
and had designed him for the important work 
of the Christian ministry, The will of God 
concerning him soon became apparent in his 
love for souls and his aptness to teach. 
Having found salvation himself he was 
anxious to make it known to the perishing 
souls around him; and as his mind became 
developed it was obvious to the church that 
God intended him for public service, and 
that henceforth he was to be the Lord’s. 
Application having been made to Bristol 
College, he was admitted a student in the 
year 1795. There he remained diligently 
pursuing his studies for years; after which 
he became the minister of the baptist church 
at Boston in Lincolnshire. He remained at 
Boston two years and a half, and then sup- 
plied for a time the church at Southampton, 
which led to no engagement. In January, 
1803, his steps were guided to Tewkesbury ; 
and after preaching some months on proba- 
tion, he received and accepted a call to 
become pastor of the church; and in Sep- 
tember of the same year he entered upon 
his charge. A very faithful and appropriate 
sermon was delivered by Dr. Ryland, on the 
occasion of his settlement, which is publish- 
ed in the Baptist Magazine for September, 
1850. 

Very soon after eatering upon his charge, 
the old chapel, which was somewhat dilapi- 
dated, became too small for the congre- 
gation; and mainly to his efforts is it in- 
debted for the commodious chapel in which 
it now assembles. He then earnestly and 
vigorously carried on the work to which 
he had devoted his life, beseeching sinners 
to be mconciled to God, and comforting 
and encouraging believers in Christ. Nor 
did he labour in vain; very many were 
called out of darkness into marvellous 


light through his instrumentality, and the. 


Lord added to the church such as were 
saved. Of those who were members of the 
church when he commenced his labours, 
only two or three remain to the present 
time. The rest have fallen asleep; but those 
who survive 


* Are to the margin come, 
And soon expect to die.” 


Soon after Mr. Trotman came to Tewkes- 
bury, being anxious to preach the gospel to 
perishing sinners wherever a door was open, 
he obtained access to the poor in the work- 
house, and for nearly thirty years conducted 
a service in that asylum for the destitute, 
without fee or reward, except that which he 
found in his work, and that glorious reward 
which, as a faithful minister, he had in 
prospect and has now received. Perhaps no 


greater evidence of love to souls and fidelity 
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in the discharge of his sacred trust could be 
manifested, than in this disinterested and 
long-continued labour of love. The poor 
who were desolate and forlorn inhabitants of 
that home of charity, had brought to them, 
through his deyotedness, the unsearchable 
riches of Christ—the comforts of religion to 
cheer and bless them in their obscure pil- 
grimage to eternity. And who will say, that 
no souls were conducted to the cross, and 
finally to heayen, through those pious efforts. 
In addition to his other labours he took a 
great interest in the sabbath school, the 
missionary and bible societies, and kindred 
institutions. 

A few years previous tothe close of his pasto- 
rate, feeling himself unequal to the duties de- 
volving upon him, and his need of assistance, 
a coadjutor was sought and obtained in the 
person of the Rev. Jesse Hewett, who for 
about five years continued to labour devot- 
edly, successfully, and harmoniously with his 
venerable and respected colleague ; when, 
finding his health greatly impaired, he resign- 
ed his co-pastorate, and was soon after called 
to his reward. About the same time the 
health of Mr. Trotman being indifferent, 
while the infirmities of age were gaining 
upon him, he felt it his duty to relinquish 
his connexion with the church he had so 
long served, and to retire from a_ stated 
charge. 

Accordingly, about the middle of the year 
1843, he ceased to be pastor. An interesting 
service was held on the occasion of his resig- 
nation, when a suitable address from the 
church and congregation was read, and a 
service of plate accompanied with a purse of 
gold was presented to him, as a testimony of 
the esteem and affection in which he was 
held. It was hoped and desired by all his 
friends that he would still remain and close 
his days in Tewkesbury, to cheer by his 
presence and benefit by his counsel and 
occasional public service those among whom 
he had laboured so long, and who could well 
appreciate his worth. But having relin- 
quished his office, he thought it right to 
change his dwelling-place, and left Tewkes- 
bury to return no more. After his removal, 
however, he was not inactive, but still desired 
to be employed in his Master’s work, as if 
exemplifying the spirit of the Saviour’s own 
language, “My meat is to do the will of 
him that sent me, and to finish his work.” 
And not considering his bodily weakness, and - 
often infirmities, he was induced to take 
charge of the baptist church at Newbury in 
Berkshire, which he continued to serve for 
twelye months, when his failing health com- 
pelled him to remove from that post of duty. 
After visiting other places, sometimes taking 
part in public services, he eventually return- 
ed to Frome, the scene of his youth ; and 
where several of his friends still remained 
who knew and loyed him, There he von- 
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tinued to labour occasionally until the close 
of his life. 

With regard to his character, it may truly 
be said of him, he was a man of real religion, 
of unquestionable piety. His heart experi- 
enced and his life exemplified the power of 
the gospel which he declared to others. 
Disclaiming all merits of his own, and hop- 
ing humbly, yet relying firmly, on the merits 
of the crucified One, he waited for God’s 
salvation. Those who were best acquainted 
with him are fully aware that although there 
appeared a closeness as to pecuniary ex- 
penditure, yet in him that closeness became 
a virtue, for his liberal contributions to the 
missionary society and other institutions, 
beside relieving the poor and needy, pro- 
claim not only his benevolence but also his 
desire so to dispose of his substance as to be 
approved of God. Sums were frequently 
handed by him to different societies without 
aname. ‘To a stranger, at first sight, there 
appeared a sternness in his manner, but ona 
closer inspection there was discovered be- 
neath that apparent sternness a substratum 
of kindness and generosity. Possessing very 
humble views of himself, he was a man of 
unsophisticated character and sterling princi- 
ple, and nothing could induce him to act 
contrary to his convictions. Integrity and 
uprightness marked all his conduct. To- 
wards the close of his life, especially, his 
venerable appearance and benignant counte- 
nance were calculated strongly to impress all 
who saw him with the fact, that he lived 
“just on the verge of heaven.” As to his 
intellectual powers, it may be said of them 
that they. were solid rather than brilliant; 
and although his general reading was not 
very extensive, yet he was well versed in 
theological science. The word of God, in 
its original languages, was his chief study ; 
from that sacred and sublime treasury he 
laboured hard to “bring forth things new 
and old,” for the instruction, comfort, and 
edification of those committed to his-charge. 
His sermons-cost him yery much labour, and 
they were always delivered with great energy 
and earnestness.. From the opportunities I 
have been privileged with of listening to his 
pulpit exercises, which did not occur till 
towards the close of his ministry, I may 
truthfully assert, that his discourses were 
not only highly evangelical and practical but 
also respectable as to composition. 

' In devotional exercises he was exceedingly 
happy; at times his heart and lips seemed 
peculiarly touched with sacred fire, often in 
this place has he poured out his supplications 
with intense fervour; whilst holding com- 
munion with the Eternal he appeared caught 
up to the third heaven, How earnestly did 
he plead for pardon through the blood of 
Jesus, and as he proceeded, his tones became 
mellowed and sweet, so that one might in- 
stinctively exclaim, “This is none other but 
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the house of God, and this is the gate of 
heaven.” In taking a survey of his ministry 
there is cause for high gratulation and 
thanksgiving that, by the grace of God, he 
continued faithful, maintaining the truths of 
the gospel, and was stedfast unto the end, 
so as to be able to say at the close of his 
ministry, “ I have kept the faith.” To stand 
for forty years faithfully preaching the gos- 
pel and acting out its principles is no trifling 
achievement. ‘To stand amidst trials, dis- 
appointments, and difficulties, exposed to the 
gaze of men and angels, of friends and ene- 
mies, the church and the world, heaven and 
hell, and neither desert nor disgrace the 
cause of Christ, is indeed a triumph of divine 
grace, which may well call forth the as- 
tonishment and admiration of angels. 
while we thus speak we do not attempt to 
represent a perfect character. No one was 
more conscious of his failings than himself, 
and no one more ready to acknowledge and 
deplore them. But with the most humbling: 
views of himself, and with the consciousness 
that imperfection attached to all his service, 
yet could he, with the apostle, truthfully 
affirm concerning his ministry, ‘‘ Our exhort- 
ation was not of deceit, nor of uncleanness, 
nor in guile. But as we were allowed of 
God to be put in trust with the gospel, even 
so we speak, not as pleasing men, but God, 
which trieth our hearts.” 

During his last illness his mind calmly 
and joyfully reposed upon the simple but 
sublime truths of revelation. Firmly trust- 
ing in the merits of Jesus Christ he could 
not doubt of his acceptance with God and 
his entrance into the presence of that Saviour 
he loved, and so long and faithfully preached. 
His death occurred on sabbath morning, 
August 18th, 1850, at half-past five -o’clock, 
the time when he was accustomed to rise and 
pray: on that happy sabbath day prayer was 
turned into praise, for he was introduced 
into the presence of his Lord, to join the 
great multitude before the throne, and rea- 
lize the deathless visions of immortality, 


MR. W. PIKE. 


Washington Pike, second son of the late 
Rev. Dr. Pike, and brother of the Rev. J. 
G. Pike, the pastor of the baptist church 
Mary’s Gate, Derby, at the age of sixty-five 
years, left this scene of mortality, and enter- 
ed the rest awaiting the disciples of Christ 
on the evening of November 29th, 1850. 
He had been for nearly half a century not 
only a professor but a sincere, humble, and 
consecrated disciple of the Lord Jesus. 

About twenty-five years ago he removed 
from Edmonton to Derby, when he became 
a member ofthe church formerly worshipping 
in Brook Street chapel, but of late in Mary’s 
Gate in that town. In early life he was led 


But . 


Cake 
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by divine grace to see the vanity of every- 
thing of an earthly character unconnected 
with true and heartfelt piety. He learned 
that in himself he was a lost and undone 
sinner, but that in Christ there was to be 
found lasting good, even those blessings 
which would cheer his path while he con- 
tinued a sojourner in a probationary world, 
and which would enrich him for ever. He 
flew to the refuge set before him in the gos- 
pel, and committed the keeping of his soul 
into the almighty Redeemer’s hands, and for 
the lengthened period of nearly half a cen- 
tury maintained a holy, consistent course. 
The writer well remembers noticing his con- 
sistent deportment and humble walk with 
God when he was a young man, At that 
time he appeared to delight in the duties of 
the closet, and to enjoy much private com- 
munion with God. To him the blessed 
Jesus was the chiefest among ten thousand, 
and the altogether lovely. Through grace 
he found himself upon the Rock against 
which the gates of hell shall never prevail; 
and here he rested till death removed him 
to the immediate presence of his Lord and 
Sayiour whom he loved and served below. 
He and his elder brother and pastor were 
baptized together upon a profession of faith 
in Christ early in the present century. He 
was’ blessed with parents who were prayer- 
fully anxious for the everlasting well-being of 
their children, and he, together with his 
brothers and sisters, were early taught that 
wisdom’s ways are ways of pleasantness, and 
that all her paths are paths of peace; and 
the probability is that affectionate instruction 
aided by parental piety, under the Divine 
guidance, led him, while yet young, to cast 
in his lot with the people of God; choosing 
rather to suffer affliction with them than to 
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. His 
disposition was naturally of a reserved turn 
of mind, so that, though not very communi- 
cative, yet the papers he has left behind, 
together with his consistent deportment 
through many years, bear witness that his 
piety was that of the heart. His delight 
was to honour Christ on earth, while he re- 
joiced in the anticipation of being with him 
for ever. In his journal he says, ‘‘ Oh, my 
Saviour, may it be my humble endeavour to 
render to thee every grateful return in my 
power! May thy blessing enable me to live 
to thy honour, and while a pilgrim through 
the short span that yet remains give me grace 
ever to act as in thy sight, as with a solemn 
eternity in prospect; and when its awful 
realities are opening upon me, may thy peace 
be with me!” In January, 1820, he was 
united in marriage to Miss Mary Anu San- 
ders, she proved altogether an helpmeet for 
him, she was one of the excellent of the 


earth, as all who knew her can testify. Their 


union though comparatively short was alto- 
gether a happy one. In December, 1832, 
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his beloved ‘and affectionate partner was re- 
moved from him by the hand of an all-wise 
and inscrutable Providence by death. His 
own words testify what was the state of his 
mind under that most afflictive bereavement. 
December 3rd, 1832, he says, “It has 
pleased the great Ruler of all this morning, 
at half-past three o’clock, to take my dearest 
Mary from me, Ob, the pang I then ex- 
perienced, none but those who have felt the 
same can tell! Dear she was, dear indeed. 
Oh, my God, help me to bear this most 
afflictive dispensation without a murmur ! 
May I remember thou art too wise to err, 
and too good to be unkind. Praised be thy 
goodness in bestowing her upon me, and for 
the mercy that spared her to me through so 
many happy years, and for the comfort I 
had in her. And praised be thy name for 
the cheering hope she had, and the comfort 
she experienced in her last moments. Oh, 
may this support me, may it give me comfort 
the world cannot bestow, may the prospect 
of meeting her in a happier world, where 
pain and sorrow will be unknown, cheer my 
lonely way while a solitary wanderer in this 
world of woe! Oh, my God, support me, 
give me strength to bear thy will! May I 
see the hand of a kind and gracious parent 
in this painful event; in the unexpected de- 
parture of my beloved Mary may I see the 
uncertainty of all human happiness, may it 
raise my affections more to thee the source 
of all blessedness!”’ December 8th, in the 
same journal he writes, “ This day my dear- 
est Mary was carried to the lonely grave, 
praised be thy goodness, O my God, to re- 
main there only for a season, and then to be 
raised a glorified spirit in the world of bliss; 
oh, may I meet her there; oh, the rapturous 
thought, may it cheer me while I mourn her 
loss! And, O my God, when I shall come 
to the close of this mortal course, may I 
have the peace and comfort with which she 
was supported while lying on the bed of 
death!” December 31st in the same year 
he writes, “ The year is now closing for ever, 
it has been a period of mercy, though the 
elose was a time of much affliction and 
sorrow. It has carried thousands to the 
silent grave, and among them one most dear 
tome. O my God, thou hast by this afflic- 
tive providence taken away the desire of my 
eyes with a stroke; thou hast laid my com- 
fort in the grave! Gracious Lord, enable 
me to bear thy will and to say, J¢ ts well, 
and when thou shalt see fit to summons me 
away, oh, may I be ready, ready waiting for 
the coming of my Lord! May the trials of 
the year raise my affections more to thee and 
to the world of blessedness above!” At 
another time he says, “I know that I have 
committed my eternal interests into his 
blessed hands. Gracious Lord, give me a 
comfortable assurance that Jesus is mine and 
I am his. May this support me under all 
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the trials I may be called to endure while a 
pilgrim through this changing scene !”’ Such 
was his state of mind under one of the most 
afflictive bereavements of Providence ; left a 
widower with four little children, left to 
mourn the loss of one of the tenderest of 
mothers and best of wives, yet a murmur 
was never heard to escape his lips. He be- 
lieved, though most afflictive to himself, his 
heavenly Father had done it in wisdom and 
in love. Some time after the decease of his 
beloved partner death was again permitted 
to enter his family, and his only daughter 
was removed. She was a most sweet and 
lovely child, and gave promise, had she been 
spared, to have been the comfort of her 
widowed father’s declining years, but infinite 
Wisdom sees not as man sees, and she was 
taken away, a lovely bud to bloom ina 
brighter world under a serener sky. Ano- 
ther comfort was now gone, and he was left 
with his three sons (at that time little boys), 
indeed a mourner in a vale of tears. In 
this second affliction the same apparent 
resignation was manifested to the will of 
Heaven, and at the same time he displayed 
a most anxious desire that his affections 
might become more and more unhinged from 
sublunary things and his soul fixed on spiri- 
tual and heavenly objects. Writing in the 
same journal as that already referred to, he 
says, “I know not at what hour my Lord 
doth come. May I be ever watching in 
expectation of his approach, that I may re- 
ceive the approval of the eternal Judge— 
Well done! Oh, those two short words will 
be worth more than worlds!” After con- 
tinuing in his widowed state about three 
years he again entered into the matriage 
bond; at the latter end of 1835 he was 
united in marriage to Miss E. Cook, his 
affectionate but now bereaved widow, who 
survives to mourn her loss, This union, like 
the former, was also a happy one, his wife 
striving to promote his happiness, and he in 
his turn doing what in him lay to promote 
her comfort; during his long affliction his be- 
loved partner did all in her power to relieve 
his sufferings, and since his departure she 
has borne witness to the writer of these few 
lines of the many happy hours of converse 
they had together during the fifteen years of 
their union. 

A few years back the first symptoms of 
that disease which was to bereave his affec- 
tionate wife of her beloved companion, and 
to convey the servant of the Lord to man- 
sions of everlasting bliss, made its appear- 
ance. Medical aid was called in from time 
to time, but was called in in vain. Jesus 
was about to call his servant home. The 
disease was a most afflictive one, his suffer- 
ings at times were so great that they appeared 
one scene of complete agony 3 yet in the 
midst of all his sufferings not one murmur 
was ever heard to escape his lips; he felt 
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assured that his heavenly Father would ulti- 
mately make all work together for his good. 
He looked forward to death without alarm, 
and anxiously anticipated the time when his 
Lord should call him home. After passing 
through scenes of extreme suffering he 
underwent a surgical operation, in which 
chloroform was used to render him uncon- 
scious, reason was partially but finally de- 
throned, he lingered for some months in a 
state of complete helplessness, and at length 
fell asleep, doubtless in the arms of the Sa- 
viour he Joved. He now rests from his 
labours and his pains, waiting the call of the 
archangel’s voice on the resurrection morn- 
ing. May we be followers of them who 
through faith and patience inherit the 
promises ! a 


MR. R. ROWLANDS. 


Mr. Robert Rowlands was the third son of 
William and Mary Rowlands, late of Naun- 
ton, and was born 9th April, 1775. At the 
time of his birth his parents were members 
of the baptist church, Bourton-on-the- Water, 
and regularly attended the ministry of the 
Rev. B. Beddome, till; in the year 1799, 
they with eight others were dismissed, for the 
purpose of forming a church in their native 
yillage. Of this religious community the 
late Rey. Messrs. Wilkins and Rodway be- 
came the pastors, preaching at Naunton 
conjointly with Stow-on-the-Wold and Ciren- 
eester. Our departed friend was constant in 
his attendance upon the house of God; and 
having through grace believed, he professed 
faith in Jesus, and was baptized by Mr. 
Rodway on the 17th July, 1801. In July, 
1807, he was united in marriage to Miss 
Staite of Guiting, whose parents Were also 
members of the infant church, and who 
with four children now survives to mourn the 
loss of one to whom she was so long and so 
happily united. For half a century this 
venerable saint displayed the graces of the 
Christian character, and manifested the deep- 
est interest in all matters appertaining to the 
welfare of Zion. Having witnessed the erec- 
tion of the first dissenting place of worship 
in his native village, hé rejoiced in beholding 
the progress of the cause of Christ; and 
during the building of the new chapel last 
summer, his frequent visits to the spot proved 
that there his holiest sympathies centred, 
whilst he could say with the Psalmist, “Lord, 
I have loved the habitation of thy house, 
and the place where thine honour dwelleth 2? 
His attachment to the means of grace was 
remarkable. At all seasons, whoever was 
absent, Mr. Rowlands would be in his place, 
if not prevented by the infirmities of ol 
age; whilst it was with him a sacred duty to 
be early in the sanetuary. The writer has 


no recollection of his having more #han onte 
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entered the chapel after the commencemont | 
of divine service, and that was a source of 

grief for many days afterwards, arising, as he 

assured his minister, from some little mistake 

as to the time of the day. Being in com- 

paratively easy circumstances, and connected 

with a church the members of which are 

scattered over a considerable extent of 
country, his hospitality was known to all, his 

house was always open to his Christian 

brethren; and on the day of opening the new 

chapel in August last, in consequence of the 

vast numbers attendant upon the occasion, it 

is a fact that at least two hundred friends 

found a kind and hearty reception beneath 

the roof of our departed brother. 

Thus he continued to move on, quietly 
pursuing “the eyen tenor of his way,’ till 
the 16th December last, when an apoplectic 
fit deprived him of the use of one side, and 
confined him to his bed till the 1]th January, 
on which day his happy and redeemed spirit 
left an aged, infirm, and corruptible body, 
and entered into the joy of its Lord. On 
the following Saturday his remains were de- 
posited in the family vault, constructed in 
the burying ground of the chapel; to which 


place they were followed by his family, rela- 
tives, and most of the members of the 
chureh. And on the morning of Lord’s day, 
January 19th, the writer improved his death 
in the presence of a large congregation from 
] Thess. iv. 18,14. During his last affliction 
his mind was kept in “ perfect peace.” No 
doubt or fear agitated his bosom, but calm 
as a summer’s eve he breathed his spirit into 
the hands of that gracious Redeemer in 
whose service he had been so long occupied. 
The last words he uttered, and that but a few 
hours hefore his decease were ‘‘ Praises and 
glory to the Most High for ever and ever.” 
How true the inspired declaration, ‘“ Mark 
the perfect man, and behold the upright: for 
the end of that man is peace.” 
** Life, take thy chance, 
But, oh! for such an end.” 


MRS, SARAH GODDARD. 

Died, December 29th, at her son’s, Mrs. 
Sarah Goddard, in her seyenty-ninth year. 
She was .a consistent and honourable member 
of the church in Cannon Street, Birmingham, 
upwards of forty-three years, beloved by all 
who knew her for her humble devotional 
piety. She died as she lived, resting on the 
promises of a faithful, unchanging God, and 
came to the grave like a shock of corn, fully 
Tipe in its season. Her death was improved 
by ber pastor, the Rev. T. Swan, on the 
following sabbath. 


MRS. ROBSON, 


Died, at midnight, November 28th, 1850, 
y the beloved 


Oy 


wife of ‘Mr, William Rob- | 
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son, sen., of Aylsham, Norfolk, and mother 
of the wife of Mr. James Smith, jun., baptist 
minister of Loughborough, Leicestershire, 
aged sixty years. For nearly thirty years a 
member of the baptist church at Aylsham, 
she was generally respected for her exemplary 
consistency, unobtrusive piety, and generous 
attachment to the cause with which she 
stood connected. The mother of ten sur- 
viving children, of whom five are members of 
baptist churches, and wife of one of the 
staunchest supporters of the baptist interest 
at Aylsham, her quiet but excellent influence 
and example cannot but have done much 
both for religion at home and in general. 
Her last illness was short but severely trying, 
the pain she suffered being very great, yet 
borne with remarkable patience. She longed 
to die, and at last departed without a struggle 
to be with Christ. 


REV. T. MILLER, 


Died at Oakham, on Saturday, December 
21, 1850, in the eightieth year of his age, the 
Rey. Thomas Miller, who was engaged in the 
work of the ministry nearly forty years, 
during which time he-successively sustained 
the pastoral office over the baptist churches 
at Oakham, Woodford, Oadley, and Cran- 
field, in all of which places, as well as in 
those of his occasional labours, he was 
esteemed and loved. The severe and almost 
unintermitted pain which he endured in the 
last two years of his life, considerably de- 
pressed his spirits, and prevented his par- 
ticipation of the joys of religion as otherwise 
he probably would have done, but notwith- 
standing this he lived and died in the 
possession of a “good hope through grace,” 
his last words to the writer of this notice 
being, “ Christ is all in all.” 


———, 


MRS. CANNON, 


Mrs. Esther Cannon was born at Bank- 
side, London, in the year 1766. Her life 
was prolonged to the year 1851, being eighty- 
five years of age when she departed. Changes 
of most memorable character- passed over our 
world while she was resident in it, and were 
made by her matter of supplication to the 
throne of Heaven. She had the happiness 
of being associated with several of the great 
leaders of the revival of spiritual religion in 
our country; with these her fellowship has 
now been renewed under the light of celestial 
illumination. 

She received an education ‘superior to that 
generally bestowed on young females in her 
station at that period, but her parents not 
being themselves pious, she had not the ad- 
vantages of religious training in her early 
years, and on. her entrance into life, was 
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accustomed to partake of the various amuse- 
ments of the world, totally thoughtless of a 
future state—attending the theatre, dances, 
and other scenes of entertainment. About 
the period of her marriage, she, with her 
husband, was led to attend the ministry of 
Rev. Richard Cecil, Rev. Thomas Scott, then 
chaplain at the Lock Hospital, Rev. John 
Newton, and other evangelical ministers of 
the established church. They were both 
brought to serious thought, and in a short 
time, giving evidence of a change of heart 
and life, were admitted as members at Surrey 
chapel, under the sanction and with the ap- 
proval of its revered pastor, the Rev. Row- 
land Hill. On their removal from the city 
they united in fellowship with the church at 
Spa Fields, in the Countess of Huntingdon’s 
connexion. Subsequently, on another removal 
of residence, they attended the ministry of 
the late Rey. John Campbell, Kingsland, and 
joined the church under his care. Here, 
shaving now retired from the engagements of 
business and the active duties of life, more 
Heisure and greater facilities were afforded 
‘for benevolent exertion, of which she availed 
herself with zeal and energy—being on the 
committee, and taking the principal manage- 
ment of a rather large Dorcas and benevolent 
society, as well as engaged in the supervision 
of the day schools belonging to the chapel, 
visiting the sick, and fulfilling other Christian 
duties. On Mr, Campbell being requested 
by the London Missionary Society to pay a 
second visit to Africa, though much attached 
to him, she cheerfully yielded her consent, 
with others of his flock, to part with him 
for a season, saying, surely she ought to 
be willing to make so small a sacrifice 
of personal feeling, in order to advance 
the cause of Him who had done so much 
for her. When his departure was determin- 
ed, she furnished him with a box of various 
useful articles, suitable for gifts to the poor 
Hottentots, many of them made by her own 
hands, By many in that place she was re- 
-membered with affection and respect, and 
left that sphere accompanied by the regrets 
of her fellow labourers and of the poor of the 
neighbourhood. Becoming a widow in 1833, 
»She removed to Blockley to reside near her 
- only daughter. There, though now advancing 
in age, her love to God and his cause still 
«manifested itself. She entered into com- 
:munion with the baptist church in this 
place, and always took an interest in its 
- welfare, contributing to its support according 
sto her means, and sustaining it by her pre- 
‘sence and prayers, She attended the services 
- of the sanctuary on week days as well as on 
- the sabbath with punctuality, and even after 
«the weakness and infirmities of old age might 
shave been pleaded as an excuse for absence, 
. She observed to the writer more than once 
-within the last few months, “I cannot hear 
vmuch of the sermon or prayers, but it is God’s 


house and I love to be there; I can hear the 
singing and join in the praise, and while I 
can, I will go.” When prevented by the in- 
clemency of the weather from being present, 
she usually inquired where the text had 
been, and whether there was a good congre- 
gation. She always evinced much desire to 
see souls brought to God; and in a small 
note-book are several memoranda expressing 
her joy and satisfaction on the admission of 
members to the church. For the salvation 
of her grandchildren she constantly and 
earnestly prayed, and respecting one of them 
to whom she was ardently attached, she in- 
variably expressed her faith that God would 
spare her to see him brought to a decision, 
and, when after many years of anxious and 


prayerful waiting, the Almighty grace of God — 


was manifested in the conversion of this be- 
loved one, an entry in the before-mentioned 
note-book records her deep and fervent 
gratitude. For the faithful ministers of Christ 
of every denomination, she always expressed 
a high esteem, and sometimes when com- 
parisons were made in her hearing as to the 
preaching of one or another, she would say, 
“*God has not endowed them with equal 
talent, but I like them all if they are good 
men and preach Christ.” About new year’s 
day, 1851, she appeared to decline a little, in 
mind and body, (especially the former), both 
of which had up that time been sustained in 
wonderful perfection, and her own conviction 
evidently was that her end was drawing 
near. From that time she ceased almost to 
take any interest in the affairs of this life, 
and appeared desirous to depart and be with 
Christ. While her mind remained unbe- 
clouded, her trust was calm and unshaken in 
her Saviour, and a simple and child-like 
faith in the merits of his atonement formed 
the ground of her hope of salvation, fre- 
quently when conversing on her future pros- 
pects exclaiming, “I am a pardoned sinner.” 
A Christian friend from a distance having 
called to see her, obseryed on taking his leave 
of her, “ Perhaps I shall never see you again 
on earth, but if I do not, I hope we shall 
meet in heaven,”—with much emphasis she 
replied, “I am sure we shall.” One evening 
her son-in-law wishing her good night, said, 
“he was going home,”—“So am I,” said she, 
“to a better home than yours.” He replied, 
“T hope so.” “IT know I am,” was her reply, 
“ for the Owner has promised it.” For the 
last two or three weeks previous to her de- 
cease, her mind became wandering and weak, 
and gradually incapable of any coherent 
language ; but even amidst its wildest utter- 
ances, those about her could frequently catch 
sentences or words indicating that though 
unconscious of all outward impressions, and 
unable to arrange or guide her thoughts, they 
still touched, though they could not fir on 
her God and Saviour. Two or three days 


before her death, convulsions came on, which | 
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at length became fuint ‘and feeble struggles, 

and at half-past ten o’clock on Thursday 

night, Feb. 6th, her spirit was emancipated 

from the tabernacle of clay, doubtless to join 

the ransomed throng “who have washed their 

robes and made them white in the blood of 
’ the Lamb.” 

Her death was improved in the chapel at 
Blockley, on sabbath evening, Feb. 16th, by 
Rey. E. Hull, to a very full and attentive 
congregation. The text being the words fre- 
quently uttered by the departed, “ All the 
days of my appointed time will I wait till my 
change come,” Job xiv. 14, ES. 


MR. W. S. EDWARDS. 

Died, 18th January, in the 21st year of 
his age, William Steadman Edwards, the 
amiable and gifted son of the Rev. James 
Edwards of Nottingham. 


REY. W. F. POILE. 

This respected minister, who had sustained 
the pastoral office at Lynn, Keppel Street, 
and Derby, finished his course about three 
weeks ago at Leicester. We hope to have 
the pleasure of laying before our readers an 
account of his life, from the pen of Mr. 
Mursell. 


— 


REV. ALGERNON WELLS. 


The congregational body has sustained an 
important loss in the decease of the pastor of 
the church at Upper Clapton, who was also 
one of the secretaries of the Congregational 
Union, and an active member of most of their 
denominational committees. Mr. Wells died 
on the 29th of December, aged fifty-seven, 


REY. J. PYE SMITH, D.D., LL.D., ¥.R.S. 


The laborious and useful life of this learned 
theologian terminated on the 5th of February, 
at Guilford. He had gone thither very re- 
cently, intending to spend the remainder of 
his days in retirement. His “ Scripture Testi- 
mony to the Messiah,” and his “ Four Dis- 
courses on the Sacrifice and Priesthood of 
Jesus Christ,” will long preserve his memory 
among the lovers of Christian literature. 


MISCELLANEA. 


ADDRESS TO THE QUEEN. 


In conformity with the resolutions recorded 
in our last, as adopted by the Ministers of the, 
Three Denominations residing in and near 
the cities of London and Westminster, an 
Address embodying their sentiments was 
agreed to, and arrangements were made for 
its presentation on the day before the meeting 


of parliament. The gentleman whose duty | 


it was to inform the secretary of the Body, 
VOL, XIV.—FOURTH SERIES, 


173 


however, mistook the day of the month, and 
instead of writing the third wrote the fourth 
of February. In consequence, an ex press 
arrived at the Congregational Library, which 
was known to be their place of meeting, at 
half-past three on the third, saying that her 
majesty was waiting for them, when the only 
reply that could be given was that they were 
looking forward to the performance of the 
duty on the following day, but that it was 
impossible to find them then. The incon- 
yenience to which the sovereign had been 
subjected was of course regretted, but it was 
an alleviating circumstance that the error was 
demonstrably in the communication which 
had been received respecting her majesty’s 
intentions. We believe that it was a disap- 
pointment too to some of the members of 
the government, who having seen a copy of 
the address and spoken in high terms of its 
tone and spirit, would have been glad that it 
should have been published before the meet- 
ing of the two houses. 

As the queen left London for Windsor 
immediately after the delivery of the royal 
speech, on the fourth, she expressed her de- 
sire to receive the deputation frem the Gene- 
ral Body at Windsor Castle, and nineteen 
who had been appointed for the purpose 
waited upon her there on the 11th of Feb. 
They were received in the closet very gra- 
ciously. Dr. Leifchild read the address, to 
which her majesty, in her usually impressive 
manner, gave the following answer:— 

“‘T receive with much satisfaction your 
renewed assurances of loyalty and attachment 
to my person and government. I fully 
appreciate the importance of a firm adherence 
to the principles of the Protestant Reforma- 
tion, and you may rely on my earnest desire, 
in asserting the just prerogatives of my crown 
and the constitutional rights of my people, 
to maintain unimpaired the blessings of civil 
and religious liberty which are so justly dear 
to this country.’ 

On retiring from the royal presence, the 
deputation were ushered into an apartment 
in which a repast had been prepared for 
them. The baptist representatives on this 
occasion were Dr, Steane, and Messrs. 
Rothery, Soule, Groser, Fishbourne, Brock, 
and Blake, 


MARRIAGE LAW. 


Before this meets the eye of the reader, 
it will be seen whether the House of Lords 
has again rejected a measure for repealing 
the unscriptural, impolitic, and mischievous 
enactment which renders void marriage with — 
the sister of a deceased wife, or whether it 
has permitted the Bill which has been 
brought in to be read a second time. Should 
the second reading be allowed, it will be im-— 
portant that all congregations which have not 
petitioned on the subject this aa should 
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do so without delay. As some friends may 
desire a specimen for their guidance, we will 
lay before them a short petition which has 
been numerously signed by the worshippers 
in a chapel near London. It is very desir- 
able, in this case, that females as well as 
males should sign, it having been pretended 
by the opponents of the measure that females 
are almost universally against the desired 
permission. 


To the Right Hon. the Lords, &e, 
The Humble Petition of—&c. 


Showeth, 

That your Petitioners, who are accustomed 
to study the scriptures for their personal 
guidance, can find nothing in the language or 
spirit of the sacred volume to forbid the 
mairiage of a widower with the unmarried 
sister of his deceased wife. 

That the prohibition of such marriages by 
the British legislature has been, in the judg- 
ment of your Petitioners, an occasion of much 
sin, and a cause of much misery. 

That your Petitioners therefore earnestly 
pray your Rt. Hon. House to repeal so much 
of the Act passed in the 5th and 6th years of 
William IV. as forbids or discountenances 
such marriages. 

SHEFFIELD, 

The re-opening of 'Townhead Street Chapel 
and school rooms, which had been closed 
three months for improvement and enlarge- 
ment, took place last month. On Lord’s 
day, the 12th January, two sermons wer 
preached by the Rev. J. A. Baynes, B.A., 
of Nottingham. On Monday evening the 
Rey. Alexander Raleigh of Masborough 
preached, On Tuesday eyening, the 14th, 
near four hundred persons took tea in the 
large school room. After which they passed 
into the chapel, where others jomed them. 
After an introductory address by the pastor, 
the Rev. C. Larom, speeches were delivered 
by the Rev. J. H. Muir, D. Loxton, J. E. 
Giles, J. A. Baynes, 8. Clarkson, W. B. 
Landells, and J. Stokoe. The collections at 
the yarious services amounted to £83. The 
cost of the improvements will be about £700., 
nearly the half of which sum has been con- 
tributed and paid; and it is proposed that by 
another effort in a year to come the whole 
may be cleared off. The re-opening seryices 
were throughout of great interest and profit. 
The improvements gave general and high 
satisfaction, and will, it is earnestly hoped, 
eupeert® the advancement of the work of 

od. 


THORNBURY, 

For many years the students of the Baptist 
College, Bristol, supplied the pulpit of the 
baptist chapel, Thornbury, previous to there 
being any pastor, and their labours were not 
in yain in the Lord, Many of them are now 


in glory, but their works follow them. When 
Mr. Cross came and settled here, his labours 
during fourteen years’ pastorate were much 
blessed, especially in the villages, in conse- 
quence of which two village chapels were 
erected in connexion with this cause. About 
four years since the chapel in the town was 
enlarged, and the debt having been liquidat- 
ed, a thanksgiving meeting has been held 
to return thanks to Almighty God the 
source of all blessings. Several of the 
members engaged in solemn prayer and 
thanksgiving, and Mr. Eyres the present pas- 
tor delivered an address founded on Ps, 
exxvi. 3, “ The Lord hath done great things 
for us whereof we are glad.” He viewed 
the words under two aspects. 


captivity in Babylon—the Lord did great 
things for them in bringing them back to 
Jerusalem. And secondly, he showed in 
what respects the words were applicable to 
the baptist cause at Thornbury. Great things 
comparatively, he observed, had been accom- 
plished at different periods since its com- 
mencement, in the midst of great difficulty, 
which called for thanksgiving. Exhortations 
were then addressed to the members of the 
chureh—to parents—to inquirers—and to the 
impenitent. It was a meeting long to be 
remembered, for it was evident that God 
was there, 


ROSS, HERUFORDSHIRG. 


_ The Rev. E. A. Claypole, who had resided 
inthis town nearly twenty-three years, and 
who for twenty-one years had been pastor of 
the baptist church, having accepted an invi- 
tation to a pastoral charge near Wallingford, 
Berkshire, on Monday the 20th of January 
his numerous friends, comprising some of all 
the religious denominations in the town, and 
including many members of the established 
church, presented him with a testimonial of 
their high regard, accompanied by an address 
expressive of their sincere and deep regret at 
his anticipated departure. On the evening 
of the day a meeting was held at the British 
School Room, which was numerously attend- 
ed, to bid him farewell, at which Major 
O‘Donnoghue presided. After deyotional 
exercies the meeting was addressed by Lieut, 
Rhend, R.N., the Rev. W. F. Buck, also 
Messrs. Jones, Roots, and Russell, who testi- 
fied the high appreciation in which they held 
both him and his excellent lady, the gratitude 


| which they felt for their exertions to do good 


both in a spiritual and temporal point of 


view, and their desire for their future pros- 

erity, to which the meeting warmly re- 
sponded. Mr. Claypole replied to ‘these 
| addresses in a very feeling and appropriate 
speech, A parting hymn was then sung, and 


fier prayer was again presented on his 
behalf the meeting separated. tS 


First, with ~ 
respect to the Jews in their return from their _ 
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ABERDARE, GLAMORGANSHIRE. 


In this hitherto neglected place, the 
English baptists have rented a large room, 
which was opened for divine service, Dec. P55 
1850, by Messrs. Williams of Pontypryd, 
Brown of Pyle, and Samuel of Cowbridge. 


SHIRLEY, NEAR SOUTHAMPTON. 


Messrs. Morris, McLaren, and Yarnold, of 
Southampton, are engaged in a laudable en- 
deavour to erect a baptist chapel in this 
village. A school room which they have 
opened for preaching has been twice enlarged, 
and is now inconveniently crowded. <A 
Sunday-school is conducted by residents in 
the village which now has fifty children in 
regular attendance, 


TOTTENHAM, 


On Tuesday, February 18th, a largely at- 
tended tea-party was held in the school-rooms 
of the baptist chapel, Tottenham, to present 
to the Rey. R. Wallace, as a mark of confi- 
dence, sympathy, and esteem, a testimonial 
consisting of a purse of gold, with Dr. Chal- 
mers’ Life and Posthumous Works, Dr. 
Payne’s Theological Works, and Dr, Cum- 
ming’s Lectures on Daniel. 


PROFITS OF THE BAPTIST MAGAZINE, 


Since the decease of the late respected 
treasurer, the attention of the proprietors has 
been called to several outstanding accompts 
which having gradually accumulated amount- 
ed to a considerable sum. It was thought 
desirable that these should be discharged, 
though this could not be effected without 
making a great reduction in the amount to 
be distributed at the same time among the 
widows. It is in consequence less than usual 
that we haye to report as yoted, but the pro- 
piety of the course that has been adopted in 
reference to the obligations which had been 
contracted will doubtless be readily acknow- 
ledged. The following is a list of gratuities 
voted at two different meetings, and not al- 
ready published :— 


August, 1850. 
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Ministers of all denominations may expect 
to receive in the course of the month, from 
the office of the Registrar General, schedules 
which they will be requested to fill up, re- 
lating to public worship and education. Such 
ample instructions will accompany them that 
it is not necessary to say anything here ex- 
planatory of the manner in which the duty 
should be performed ; but it may be advan- 
tageous to apprise our brethren, that it is an 
addition to the returns obtained when the 
census has been taken on former occasions 
which it becomes us to welcome cordially. 
The plan originated with a dissenter who 
sustains office in the department from which 
the papers emanate, and its execution is so 
far under his management, that every inquiry 
may be regarded as made in the most friendly 
spirit. The Committee of the Baptist Union 
expressed some time ago its sense of the use- 
fulness and the importance of the statistical 
information desired; and we may be excused, 
we hope, if we reiterate its recommendation 
that the schedules be filled up with care, and 
returned duly to the census office, where 
they will be arranged-and analyzed by a 
gentleman on whom reliance may be placed. 
This applies equally to the “ Educational 
Returns,” and to those relating to “ Public 
Worship.” We complain, and justly, that 
great ignorance of dissenters is often dis- 
played by gentlemen holding official stations 
who are wholly unconnected with us; now, 
as an opportunity is fairly afforded to us to 
give details — will be LL arcoores m9 will 
certainly meet their eyes, let us avail our- 
selves of it, and present to them full and 
accurate information. 


wo Committees are engaged in separate 
but harmonious exertions to provide religious 
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instruction for the vast concourse of visitors 
to London expected in the spring. One is 
making provision for foreigners, intending to 
invite evangelical ministers from the con- 
tinent to remain in the metropolis during the 
time of the Exhibition, to preach in the dif- 
ferent languages of Europe, and make other 
efforts to enlighten those who have little or 
no opportunity to become acquainted with 
the way of salvation when they are at home, 
Places of worship in the vicinity of Hyde 
Park will be lent for this purpose, and other 
buildings will be hired. The other Committee 
has in-view the interests of those who under- 
stand the English language. 


About forty London ministers dined to- 
gether at the Guildhall Coffee House, a few 
days ago, at the invitation of the editors of 
the Eclectic Review, Dr. Price and Dr. 
Stowell. The circumstances and prospects 
of the publication were frankly explained, 
and a free expression of opinion respecting 
the future solicited. The reduction of its 
price from half a crown to eighteenpence per 
number has been responded to by a large in- 
crease of sale,—so large, that if the demand 
for the first two numbers were to be taken as 
the permanent demand, it would show that 
the change was, in a commercial point of 
view, as well as in other respects, beneficial. 
Sufficient funds are, it-appears, at the dis- 
posal of the editors to enable them to carry 
out their designs without difficulty. arising 
from pecuniary considerations, and to re- 
munerate their coadjutors satisfactorily; The 
expression of feeling on the part of those 
who were present must have been cheering 
to the editors, and.the meeting will undoubt- 
edly promote the prosperity of .the work. 
For ourselves, the Eclectic Review has been 
a fayourite with us under all its successive 
dynasties, and we hope to see now an in- 
creasing manifestation of its best character- 
istics, It is the periodical which should 
above others be-encouraged by all our friends 
whose feelings c rrespond with those to which 
the late Dr. Arnold referred, when he said, 
“T never wanted articles on religious subjects 
half so much as articles on common subjects, 
written with a decidedly Christian tone,” 


A meeting has been held in Philadelphia 


to receive brother Jeremiah Asher’s report of 
his success in England, and the accompts 


which he very properly wished to lay before. | 


them. Dr. Mulcom and some other white. 
skinned baptist ministers were present, and 
“about 175 dollars were subscribed, besides 
a handsome collection.” The liabilities on 
the place of worship still amount to about 
2000 dollars. Among the resolutions passed 
on the occasion, we find one that we are 
tempted to transcribe, though some of our 
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readers may perhaps think it too much like 
a practical joke to deserve admission into so 
serious a work as our own: it is this—“ Re- 
solved that our beloved pastor is entitled to 
the esteem and confidence of this church, 
and is importuned to raise in one year from 
this time, through the help of God, at least 
one thousand dollars.” 


Causes over which they had no control, 
having obliged the baptist church at Wed- 
nesbury to give up the keys of the chapel 
they have occupied, which it is feared will 
now be devoted to Roman Catholic purposes, 
Mr. Flanders informs us that, being com- 
pelled to relinquish his efforts there, he is at 
liberty to supply any destitute church. 


Weare glad to learn that the Committee 
of the Religious Tract Society has de- 
termined to open a large depository at the 
west end of the metropolis. A house in 
Piccadilly, near St. James’s Street, has been 
taken for this purpose, in which all the pub- 
lications of the society will be kept, and 
retail business will be conducted on the same 
terms as at the central office in St. Paul’s 
Church Yard. This extension of the So- 
ciety’s operations will probably commence in 
the beginning of April. 


We learn. from the Christian Times, that 
Mr. J. A. Haldane, who has been pastor of a 
baptist church in Edinburgh more than fifty 
years, and with whose name our readers are 
familiar, died at his house in Drummond 
Place, Edinburgh, on the 8th of February. 
Though he had reached his eighty-third year 
he enjoyed remarkably good health, and was 
able to the last to conduct the public services 
of his congregation. 

To the “Young Believer” who asks our 
advice respecting baptism, after describing 
his circumstances, and the impressions that 
have been made upon his mind by contro- 
versial books, we say, Take now the New 
Testament; read it through carefully: with 
the express view of learning Christ’s will 
on the subject, praying whenever you refer 
to it that your mind may be enlightened and 
guided by the Holy Spirit; then follow the 
dictate of your conscience, whatever it may 
be; but till your judgment is convinced 
remain as you are, yielding to no persuasion, 
and taking no step either in the one direction 
or the other, 


A memoir of the late estimable pastor of 
the baptist church at Cambridge, the Rev. 
Robert Roff, bythe Rev. J. J. Davies of 
Luton, will be the leading article in our next 
number. ° A very large proportion of it was 
written by Mr. Roff: himself, and the narra- 
tive is one which we feel assured our readers 


will prize, Asean = 


THE MISSIONARY HERALD. 


eee 


CAUCE 


Ce 
Ah 


MONUMENT TO THE LATE MRS. SMALL OF BENARES. 


VOI. XIVs : : ; ot a 


178 THE MISSIONARY HERALD 


MONUMENT TO THE LATE MRS. SMALL OF BENARES. 


Ir will be in the recollection of our readers that the beloved wife of our 
missionary brother Mr. Smauu, of Benares, was one of the many victims in that 
fearful explosion of the gunpowder flotilla which took place on the river 
Ganges at that city on the Ist of May. ‘The tasteful and appropriate monument 
of which we give an engraving, has been erected to her memory, at the expense 
of the residents at that station, by whom she was highly esteemed for the 
excellence of her character, her attainments, and eminent piety. 

It is with pleasure we learn, that an extended memoir of her life is in 
preparation by her husband. The publication may be expected to appear during 
the stay of our brother in this country, whither he is now returning for a’while 
to recruit his exhausted energies. He was expecting, when we last heard from 
him, to leave Calcutta in the “ Bucephalus,” on the 8th January. 


INDIA. 
THE DEPUTATION. 


In a letter dated Benares, December 30, 1850, from the Rev. J. Russruu, we 
learn that the deputation left Calcutta on the 14th November, and arrived in 
Benares on the 27th. On the 2nd December they started for Cawnpore, calling 
on their way at Delhi, the scene of our lamented brother THompson’s labours. 
On the 7th December they reached Agra, where they stayed till the 19th, visiting 
the interesting station of Mr. Smirm at Chitoura, and holding Christian inter- 
course with the two baptist churches in this important city. Here brother 
LEECHMAN Was permitted to administer the ordinance of baptism, and to preach 
a suitable sermon. They were occupied at Cawnpore till the 23rd, and returned 
to Benares on the night of Christmas day. In a note of more recent date, Jan. 
3, 1851, we learn that our brethren were on the Gatiges, voyaging for Monghir. 
They were expected in Calcutta about the middle of the month. Through divine 
mercy theit health has been good, their visit most cheering to the missionaries and 
other Christian brethren associated with them, and they have been able to gather 
a large amount of information for the future guidance of the Committee, 


DACCA, 


In a letter of the date of October 23, 1850, our aged brother Rosrvson gives 
various details of his station, and of a recent voyage to recruit, if possible, his 
shattered health, and at the same time preach the gospel in a very populous 
district. The two German missionaries, lately baptized by our brother, continue 
steadfastly to prosecute their labours; but are not without some trials arising 
from their change of sentiment. We commend them and this most important 
field to the prayers of the churches of Christ, ‘ 


I determined to go through ce ry os to see it myself So, taking with me a sick 
This is not the name of a city, but ofa Per| child, and in a ee Chand, one 
gunna, a division of the zillah (county) | of the native preachers, I left home on Mon- 
of Dacca, Our native preachers had often | day, September 2nd, about twelve o’clock. I _ 
visited this part of the country, and I wanted | at first found the river air refreshing. but the — 
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breeze soon died away, and I suffered much 
from the heat, 


At Moonshee Bazar. 


In the eyening, we reached Moonshee 
bazar, or Gunge, where I baptized Lal 
Chand and his wife in December last. I 
was too weak to go on shore ; but Chand 
went on shore, and took a meal with our 
two Christian friends there. After sunset, 
Chand and Lal Chand came on board my 
boat, when we had some interesting conver- 
sation about divine things, and I exhorted 
Lal Chand to much study of the scriptures 
and prayer, that he might be better qualified 
to preach the gospel to others. 


Missionary work in India. 


On Tuesday, 3rd, I, left Moonshee bazar, 
and proceeded on my way. It was market 
day, and Chand remained behind to preach. 
I would haye remained too, had I been able; 
but I cannot now face a blazing sun, as I 
haye often done in younger days, and cared 
not for it; a few minutes in the market, 
might, in my weak state, have been followed 
by serious consequences. The heat on the 
boat to-day, there being no breeze, was most 
distressing. I was reduced almost to fainting; 
and I began to fear that I should not live to 
reach home again. This idea had so fixed 
itself on my mind, that when Chand came, 
I began to speak to him about burying me, 
should I die on the way. 


The fisherman, Gorachand. 


This afternoon, we reached a place called 
Rajbarry, I-had a great wish to see a 
poor fisherman here, whose name is Gora- 
chand. He has for some time given us a 
little hope, that he is thinking of the 
salvation of his soul; but our hopes are 
mixed with fears, on account of his great 
timidity, He contracted some time ago a 
large debt, in ‘order to have an expensive 
marriage, a common piece of folly in India ; 
and as only a part of that debt has been dis- 
charged, his creditors threaten him with 
dreadful calamities should he become a 
Christian. There are also several of his 
relations and acquaintances, who also seem 
inclined to embrace Christianity ; but they, 
too, are much intimidated by the threats of 
their neighbours. Our native preachers hay- 
ing often visited this place, such at present 
are the results of their labours. ‘ Not very 
encouraging,” you will perhaps say. True ; 
but the making of converts in India requires 
much patience and much labour ; it is not 
railway travelling. Chand went in the even- 
ing to Gorachand’s house, but found that he 
and his wife, and all his friends were gone to 
the Ganges to capture a certain kind of 
fish, which is taken in great numbers at: 
this time of the year. An old sister was 


Chand con-| Lord” 
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versed and prayed, She told Chand that her 
brother had taken his Bengali Testament 
with him, With this slightly encouraging 
cireumstance we were obliged to be content. 


The Ferajee. 


Wednesday, September 4th. We left 
Rajbarry at daylight, and took the road 
to Lojong, which we hoped to reach the 
next day ; and I-wished to preach there the 
next day, but the heat had so exhausted 
my strength, that I felt it doubtful whether 
I should live till thenext day. On our way, 
Chand called on a Musselman, who had for- 
merly heard him preach in a neighbouring 
market, and seemed pleased with the gospel. 
He is a Ferajee, and his confession to Chand 
this morning shows, that those who have be- 
come Ferajees, are in a worse state now than 
they were before ; for Dodomeeyah, the head 
of the Ferajees, greatly oppressed them. 
But they fear to renounce their new pro- 
fession ; for then, zealous Ferajees, insti- 
gated by their leader, would do them some 
serious injury ; perhaps murder them. Thus, 
we see, there is a great obstacle in the way 
of the poor man’s becoming a Christian. 
The Ferajees are Musselmans, but they differ 
from other Musselmans, in that they profess 
to be reformers. Their distinguishing tenet 
is, that they reject all traditions, and adhere 
solely to the Koran, They are worse men 
than the other Musselmans ; they abound in 
the zillah of Dacca. It is chiefly to keep 
these turbulent people in awe that a re- 
giment of natiye infantry is stationed at 
Dacca, 

It is said, that nearly all the Musselmans 
in the Purgunna of Birkrampore have be- 
come Ferajees. 


The sermon. 


Thursday, September 5th. About eight 
in the morning, we reached Lojong, and a little 
after nine, I went on shore, and found, in a 
house belonging to anative merchant, a num- 
ber of intelligent men, who had heard our 
native preacher on former visits, waiting to 
hear me. The merchant himself, who is said 
to be a rich man, was present ; but he was so 
full of business, that he left the place before 
Ihad done. My seat was a broken chair, 
and my hearers sat down on mats spread on 
the floor. Iwas very weak, and I could not 
have addressed a noisy crowd, but here, all 
were still, and apparently wished to hear. I 
like, even when I preach to heathens, to take 
a text on which to ground what I haye to 
say to them. On this occasion, my text was 
one which I knew would interest them, be- 
cause it contains a truth which they them- 
selves profess to believe, Numerous as their 
objects of worship are, they all say that there 
is but one God. My text was Duet. vi. 4, 
“ Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one 
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Conversation and prayer. 


I spoke, I suppose, more than half an hour, 
and was heard with great attention; the 
people appeared to think, and to consent to 
what I said. When I ceased, a conyersation 
took place on the great and plain truths 
which I had just been delivering. One said, 
“How is Jesus Christ to be worshipped ?” 
I said, “ The first thing is to trust in his 
death for pardon; and another great point is, 
we must pray to him for salvation.” Here 
a difficulty arose: “ How are we to pray ?” 
said they. I replied, “That you may un- 
derstand what we mean by prayer, I will 
now pray with you a few minutes, if you will 
all be silent.” I stood up, perfect silence 
was observed, and, in my prayer I went 
through the main points of the gospel, in- 
cluding a direct address to Jesus Christ, as 
the Saviour to save us all, I then prayed 
that their minds might be enlightened, and 
that they might be saved, and concluded. 
They acknowledged that this way of praying 
was very good. I now left them, for I feared 
to stay longer, the heat was great, and I was 
much fatigued. Seldom have I had so good 
an opportunity as this for preaching the gos- 
pel to the heathen. When I returned to 
the boat, Chand remained. In the evening 
Chand preached in the market, and afterwards 
addressed a number of people from his boat. 
In these efforts, I could take no share ; the 
humble labour of the morning had exhausted 
my strength. 


At Khedderpore. 


On Friday, September 6th, we directed 
our way toa place called Khedderpore, This 
place, like Lojong, is a large, extensive vil- 
lage, containing many native merchants. We 
reached it about four in the afternoon, and 
Chand went into the market and preached to 
many. I was so overcome by the heat of the 
day, that I was unable to join him, especially 
as the sun was'still hot. Many books were 
required, 


The market, 


Saturday, September 7th. This morning 
we left Khedderpore and went to a village 
called Kou-a-li-para, wkere there is a very 
large market, As soon as we reached the 
shore, a great number of people came to our 
boats, and Chand standing on the front part 


of my boat addressed them. While he was’ 


speaking, I took my breakfast, by way of 
getting a little strength to speak myself, ‘That 
over, I went and took Chand’s place ; the 


noise was very great, and I was obliged to’ 


speak very loud in order to be heard, This 
expense of voice soon exhausted me, and in 
about twenty minutes I was obliged to stop. 


What my subject was I do not now re- 


member ; but I was by no means pleased 
with the audience; while a few appeared 


| were very attentive, 
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to be attentive, others laughed and derided. 
As soon as I had done, Chand stepped into 
my place and gave them a second address. 
They were still very noisy ; so we gave them 
a few books and left them. This part of 
the country is near the Ganges, and it is very 
populous. I wish we had an opportunity of 
preaching often in these parts. We left for 
a place called Shreenagur, which we hoped 
to see on sabbath-day? there is a large 
market there on that day. Being favoured 
by a breeze, we reached Shreenagur on Sa- 
turday afternoon, and Chand went to another 
village and preached. 


Christ preached. 


Lord’s day, September 8th. About nine 
in the morning we went on shore, and took 
a seat under a peepul tree, just opposite to a 
cloth shop. We soon got a number of people 
round us, Some in the shop were my hearers, 
and some in the back part of the shop were 
busy in buying and selling. My text was 
Luke ii. 11 : “ Unto you is born this day, in 
the city of David, a Saviour who is Christ 
the Lord.” The points handled were the 
qualifications of Jesus Christ as the Saviour. 
I spoke very deliberately, and, I hope, intel- 
ligibly, and there was at first a fixed atten- 
tion. 


Interruptions. 


When I had been speaking, as I suppose, 
about half an hour, some wicked young men 
came, and made a great disturbance ; 1 
could not contend against the noise, and I 
was obliged to stop. As soon as I stopped, 
Chand began; his text was, “God com- 
mandeth all men everywhere to repent.” 
The noise, however, ceased not ; the young 
men interrupted him, and he was obliged to 
stop. An angry Brahman then poured out 
a whole torrent of yituperation upon us. We 
went to another place, hoping to find a con- 
gregation among the people, who had assem- 
bled for the market in the afternoon. We 
found many, mostly Musselmans; and stand- 
ing in the shade of a fine large tree, I began 
to address them. The latter part of my ser- 
mon being about the resurrection, suited thein 
well, for they like that doctrine, and they 
I spoke, perhaps, a 
quarter of an hour, when those wicked young 
men came again, and raised so great a noise, 
that I could no more be heard. We there- 
fore returned to our boats, for it would have 
been useless to make another attempt, had 1 
possessed the strength, while those young 
men were near. I was strongly reminded 
of the scenes of my youth, when opposition 
was in every place the order of the day. 
Chand says, there was no noise nor any opposi- 
tion when he was here before, It would seem 
that Satan has since taken the alarm. In 
the afternoon Chand went on shore again 


.jand preached in’ the market, those wicked 
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young men not being there, the people heard | 
attentively. A man came to Chand and said, 
“1 received a New ‘Testament from you 
some time ago; I have read much of it, | 
and I like it very much.” 


Mohon Gunge. 


Monday, September 3th. We went to a | 
market called Mohon Gunge, and, before the | 
business of the market began, we collected a 
good congregation under a banyan tree. My 
text was Ps. exix. 104 : “ Through thy pre- 
cepts I get understanding ; therefore I hate 
every false way.” My object was to lay 


181 


before the people some of the most important 
truths found in the word of God. 

While some were noisy others heard with 
great attention and apparent seriousness. 
Chand followed with a discourse from “Agree 
with thine adversary quickly,” &c. As when 


| I spoke, so when he spoke, some were atten- 


tive and some were noisy. 

When we left this market we directed cur 
course homeward, and reached Dacca the 
next day, where, through mercy, we found 
all well. I cannot say that either myself or 
my sick child was much benefited by the trip; 
the heat was so great that we should have 
been as well at home. 


DINAGEPORE. 


At this station our brother Mr. Smyure, is labouring with success. The 


details of the following letter will be r 


ead with much interest, while it shows 


that in quarters far removed from the station the gospel penetrates, and leads 


sinners to the Saviour. 


Interesting Hindoo youth. 


Oct. 1st, 1850.—I lately received a very 
interesting communication by private dak 
from a Hindu youth residing some thirty or 
forty miles from this station. . Shortly after- 
wards one of our church members sent out 
two of his own servants with a letter and two 
or three books from me in quest of the youth. 
After four or five days’ marching hither and 
. thither, they found the youth. His residence 
is in the Purniya district, a little way beyond 
the land-mark which separates it irom this 
zillah. It was about the middle of the day 
when they entered the village, and as they 
saw a person lying under the cooling shade 
of a large pipul tree they inquired whether 
such a person resided there, and were not a 
little gratified to find this was the person for 
whom they were in search. Seeing they were 
strangers, he anxiously inquired whence they 
came and their business; at the same time 
hoping in his own mind that they might be 
Christians. They told him they were he- 
lievers in Christ. The next question was, 
Have you any books and what kind? as they 
told him they had the book of wisdom he 
sprung to his feet quite overjoyed, saying, 
“ Don’t call it wisdom’s book, call it the way 
of salvation—the book of life.” It would 


appear the men of the village were all from 
home and even all the male branches of his 
own family. However, the women and chil- 
dren soon gathered about them and thus put 
an end to all discourse. They were not to 
be outdone; the youth, a lad about eighteen 
years of age, proposed as they were strangers, 
to show them the best way to Dinajpur, as 
they went he led them to an old Hindu tem- 


ple. Here they had prayer, and here he 
gave them-his history and they delivered my 
letter, which when he received, he pressed it 
on his head and wept; saying, “To think 
that I who am so worthless should have a 
letter from one so great!” Here they also 
gave him a New Testament and two or three 
tracts. He told them he had been very un- 
well for some time, that he prayed to Jesus 
Christ whenever he could get a place; and 
when he could not, he prayed in his heart ; 
and that while in prayer one day in this tem- 
ple, he became better and from that time he 
has been well; though there was little or no 
hope of his recovery. After this he was one 
day alone when he thought he distinctly 
heard a voice call to him to flee for his life. 
He made no delay, and was on his way to 
Dinajpur when he was caught and brought 
back, and for some time kept in confinement. 
As soon as he could procure pen and ink he 
wrote to me. He was kept in confinement 
as a mad man, but his letter to me will prove 
that there is no madness about him. He felt 
assured that I would answer, but had no idea 
it was to come in this way that two men 
should he sent for him alone. He said he 
could not mention the time he would be in 
Dinajpur, but that the first opportunity would 
be embraced ; in all probability he would be 
here next month ; his family are in easy cir- 
cumstances. . 
Baptisms. 

We had the pleasure of baptizing two per- 
sons last Lord’s day evening, a number of 
natives were present, and one European gen~ 
tleman and lady. The natives behaved with 
propriety, and a spirit of interest appeared 
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among all. The first baptized was the wife 
of one of our members, the other a Mussel- 
man youth who has been hearing the word 
for the last two years, he is a sirkar. 


Another convert. 


Nov. lst, 1850. Another respectable 
Mussalman youth has joined himself to me, 
and I hope to the Lord before he came, and 
what is rather a curious cireumstance, he was 
converted by a Hindu}; it is nevertheless a 
fact. The Hindu met him at a neighbour’s 
house.- After they had argued warmly for 
sometime, the Musselman allowed he could 
not answer his arguments, for the Hindu up- 
rooted and flung about as straws all he had 
said. But after he sat in silence for a time, 
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he remarked, that he was a strange Hindu; 
he had never met or heard of any one like 
him; “ Why,” he said, “you speak alto- 
gether like a Christian.”” When this Hindu 
youth had fairly overcome the Musselman, 
and was pretty sure his mind was subdued, 
he came to me with eyes sparkling with joy 
to make me a sharer of his triumph. His 
first words were, “ Ah, I have overcome a 
Mussalman with the gospel, and I will bring 
him to you in a day or two;” knowing some- 
thing of man’s heart I was somewhat doubtful 
as to whether what he said was true. How- 
ever, Krishna was quite sure of the work, and 
on my expressing a doubt he said, “I know 
it; I know it; his heart is under true con- 
victions, he is overcome.” 


AGRA. 


Mr. Wintams, it will be remembered, some time since relinquished the 
pastoral charge of the European church at Agra ; since which time he has devoted 
himself more particularly to missionary work among the natives. He has, 
however, continued to supply the pulpit, and not without good results, as the fol- 
lowing letter testifies: meanwhile the Committee have been unsuccessfully engaged 
in seeking a substitute to fill up the vacancy. May the Great Head shortly 


direct the steps of a man of God to this important field. 


Baptisms. 

Nov. 6th.—After a lapse of some months, 
I had the pleasure of baptizing two persons 
last sabbath morning. I trust that more will 
soon follow ; four have already offered them- 
selves as candidates for that sacred ordinance. 
Brother Smith is to baptize one native con- 
vert next sabbath day,p.v. It has been, 
and still is our earnest prayer that the Lord 
would revive his work amongst us. With 
respect to my labours, among the heathen 
around, they are not so extensive as I could 
wish. In general I can only preach in some 
ten or twelve different places a week in 
addition to my labours in the English depart- 
ment. When the new pastor arrives, I shall 
then be at liberty to do much more I hope, 
as he will attend to all the duties connected 
with the English church, I am glad to say 
that there are many persons in the surround- 
ing villages who hear the gospel with great 
attention, and make many inquiries, respect- 
ing the truths brought before them. 
it 1s obvious that they feel more or less in- 


terested in them, This is very encouraging, 


Ltinerant labours. 
This morning I went into the city to preach, 


Hence 
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which I do not often do, from a conviction 
that much more good is likely to result from 
talking to the people of a quiet village. I 
had two congregations to-day, one on each 
side of the river, the people heard pretty well 
until some brahmans came, and began to 
oppose me. They wanted to know who 
Jesus Christ was, whether he was God, and ~ 
what he had done to save mankind. I soon 
gave them the information they asked, but 
could not satisfy them; they would have it 
to the last that Ram and Krishna were in- 
carnations of the deity, and as such worthy 
of being worshipped. I directed my remarks 
more especially to an aged man and his 
family who had been on pilgrimage to Muttra 
and Bindrabum. He frankly acknowledged 
that he had derived no advantage whatever 
from his tirat, but on the contrary had been 
relieved of the little money he had, and had 
wearied himself out with travelling on foot. 
He seemed very grateful for what he had 
heard from me, and said that he would never 
forget it, and that he would from henceforth 
call upon the Saviour. 

I hope to be able to visit Muttra shortly, 


iia 


———— 


_  CHITOURA. 


> 


Mr. Surtu continues to enjoy the divine favour in his ‘Work We cannot 
doubt that labours so indefatigably pursued, watered with prayer, will eventually 
issue in a large harvest of souls saved by the grace of God, pan. & ae 
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A Kayasth baptism, 

Nov, 11th, 1850.—I had the pleasure of 
baptizing a convert from Hinduism yester- 
day morning. He isa man of good under- 
standing and education, and has put on Christ 
I trust in reality. A Kéayasth by caste, he 
has been a good deal amongst Muhamma- 
dans, and at one time appears to have been 
favourably disposed towards the false prophet ; 
now, however, his views of himself as a sinner 
and of Christ as his Saviour appear to be 
clear and correct, and so far as human wis- 
dom can tell, he walks and lives as one who 
has experienced a change of heart ; may the 
Lord enable him to witness a good confession 
among the heathen. 


Training native teachers, 


I have now four hopeful young men 
training for the Lord’s work, men of piety 
and good character, and I hope men des- 
tined by the Lord of the harvest to aid 
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in the advancement of his kingdom in this 
neighbourhood. I endeavoured to read with 
them daily, and also to take them out with 
me to the markets and villages to preach, 
where they sometimes read a chapter or tract, 
or converse quietly with individuals from the 
crowd ; besides this, two of them help me in 
the school. I have also in order to their im- 
provement, set them to work to translate 
foom Hindu to Urdu, and the reverse, during 
their leisure time. 

Thakur Das continues to attend worship 
and profess Christianity, and I still hope, 
notwithstanding many failings, that he has 
the root of the matter in him, Poor old 
man, his afflictions haye been of the most 
trying kind, and it is a matter of thankful- 
ness to us that he still professes to look to a 
crucified Sayiour as his deliverer, his “ all 
and in all.” May his afflictions be sanctified 
to the working out a far more exceeding and 


eternal weight of glory, 


WEST INDIES. 


TRINIDAD. 


We'give with much pleasure the following interesting account of a conversion 
and baptism in the island of Trinidad, by which our brother Law has been much 
cheered, The obstacles in the way of the mission are many and great, These 
arise from popish and Puseyite errors, as well as the depraved condition of the 
people. Still the labours of our brethren, both from the pulpit and the press, are 
gradually, through the divine blessing, producing a salutary effect. Mr. Law’s 


letter is dated December 13, 1850. 


Yourletter dated the 12th Sept.isnow before 

me. I have read it again and again with much 
pleasure, and I trust with profit. I feel that I 
greatly need the council you tender. I am 
deeply impressed with the importance of the 
topics you name, as the most befitting themes 
of the ambassader of Christ in a country like 
this. I hope, if my life is spared and grace 
given me for another year, to present these 
topics to the people here in as simple, im- 
pressive, and scriptural a form as possible, 
I have just had printed a new and enlarged 
edition of the Portuguese Hymn Book, which 
has been readily purchased by the people. 
‘The profits (twenty dollars) I have devoted 
to the purchase of more printing materials. 
_I haye also lately printed some new tracts, 
one of which is herewith sent. : 


The converted slave, 
There is a little progress making among us 


in relation to the cause of Christ at this 


station. Since I last wrote to you I have had 
the pleasure of baptizing a young man, who 
has given us every evidence of beipg a sub- 
ject of divine grace, A little more thai 


—~ 


years ago he was a slave in one of the states 
of America, When he came to Trinidad he 
could not read a word. I do not think that 
he knew even the alphabet. Now, however, 
by attending our schools he can read his 
bible well, and is now also engaged in teach- 
ing a New Testament class in our sabbath 
school. Every evening this young man con- 
ducts the worship of God in his father’s 
family, and although he is only a poor ap-~ 

rentice he brings me a dollar now and then 
“to help the church,” and he also uses his 
influence to bring others to the house of God. 
There are others inquiring the way to Zion. 
I feel more than formerly encouraged in the 
work of the Lord. Thus, although I cannot 
cay that our members increase “ daily,” yet 
there is a slow and steady increase. The 
number attending our sabbath school has 
increased much lately, and is altogether in a 


satisfactory state. 

Our dear brother Cowen and sonnet the 
members of his family have been very 
sick, but he is now better. I haye myself for 


the last a poor state of 
[ist nt ansty bw 
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ailing a little. There is at present a great | divine mercy to be spared a visitation of this 
deal of sickness in Trinidad. The cholera | dreadful pestilence. We are in the Lord’s 
has not yet visited us, and we hope through | hand and fear no evil, for he is with us. 


—— 


BAHAMAS. 
TURKS ISLAND. 


In the summer of last year our laborious missionary, Mr. Rycrort, visited 
most of the numerous islands among which he most successfully labours, amid 
many cheering tokens of the divine blessing, These visits are often attended with 
great danger from sudden storims, and also from causes alluded to in the following 
letter. Our brother needs assistance, most happy should we be to afford it. It 
is, however, a source of much gratitude, that so many among the converts have 
been raised up to carry on the work, and that to so large an extent the people 


are able and willing to support them. 


Caicos. God's blessing there. 


On my recent visit to the Caicos, it was 
gratifying to find that our labours for years 
past have not been in yain, but thabon the 
contrary, the seed sown has issued in much 
good. Again we have had the happiness of 
adding by baptism to the fold of Christ, such 
as had first given themselves to the Lord, 
and then to us according to his will. The 
children of our Sunday schools, touched by 
the finger of God, are seeking the way of life, 
and inquiring, “ Sirs; we would see Jesus.” 
Most of the adult population of this island 
are in fellowship with us, are memhers of our 
little churches. 


Native teachers supported. 

The state of your finances has induced the 
churches on this island to comply with the 
request to support the native teachers. 
Occasionally we may have to aid them a 
little. I hope, however, that occasion will 
be at long intervals. Could any kind friend 
send me clothing for them, that would be 
valuable se Perhaps not less than 
_£60 has thus been saved the Society, all 
things considered ; namely, travelling, repairs, 
and so forth. It is fearful to think what 
would have been the condition of those 
islanders but for your mercy towards them. 
The labours only of your missionary have 
been expended on this island up to the 
present time. I fear that these things may 
soon be interrupted with, as our president is 
high church in sentiment, and anxious to 
place a clergyman on the island. One has 
been sent down several times, to try the 
movability of our churches, but so far as had 
to keep house to himself. There is no need, 
no room for_any other agency, 

The Creek. Perils of voyage. 
_ The small church at the Creek is likely to 
be brought exceedingly low by the removal 
_ of several friends, who find the soil, or rocks, 
of their land unable to support them, rocks 
mn this island being more abundant than soil, 


Our journey to and down this island was 
performed in what turned out to be a leaky 
craft. We only left her a few hours, while 
we visited a settlement up the Creek, and on 
our return found her filling with water, boxes 
containing clothing and food none the better 
for the immersion. For once we would haye 
chosen sprinkling. But a little longer, and 
the craft would have sunk, and so involved 
us in greater loss. When, from the beach, 
we looked at the frail make and condition of 
our vessel, and thought of the rolling waves 
over which she had been tossed and strained, 
we were at once struck with a sense of our 
own forgetfulness in not seeing to her condi- 
tion before sailing, as well as with a sense of 
the kind and care-taking Providence which 
had attended our course thus far. Often 
have our hearts sunk within us as we have 
been sailing amongst these dangerous islands 
in our ill-fitted craft. “Hitherto, however, 
God has been the strength of our heart and 
refuge in eyery storm. “ Why sail in such 
vessels?” Economy, your funds, the broad 
claims cf the mission, have been our only 
temptation to do so, This, however, to 
speak not of other matters, has placed us 
often in perils by sea. But the object is 
worthy, 

Further voyages. 

Having seen our friends at Blue Hills, and 

dwelt awhile amongst them for their good, 


and that quite ina Robinson Crusoe manner, 
we hoisted our ragged sail, and once again 


committed ourselves to the deep sea in our 


leaky vessel, laden with lime, kindly given 
us for repairs on these islands. Five days? 
sailing brought us in safety to Salt Cay, and 
one more to Grand Cay. We found cause 
of gratitude in this, that the threatening 
aspect of the sky (it being hurricane time) 
resulted in nothing more than a strong 
breeze. taersaatge = 

My gear wife accompanied me on this 
tour, bath for the benefit of our people and 


> gw i he i eee 
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her health. We both began to feel most | 
sensibly the effects of a tropical climate. 
Sickness has been very general on the island; 
we, however, are thankful that our sickness 
has been lighter than that endured by others, 
and that we could, to some extent, be our 
own doctors. 


Sali Cay. 


I am much in need of assistance here. 
Salt Cay requires constantly superior agency 
than the present. We have no one capable 
of meeting the growing intelligence of the 
people. ‘The church of England has placed 
a clergyman here. With efficient agency on 
the island, the result would be gratifying to 
us. Can nothing be done? 

Inagua. 

Inagua is also becoming an important 
station. Had we suitable agency there just 
now, our progress would apparently be most 
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grateful. A new population is springing up 
on this place, in consequence of salt works 
being opened. But there are no means of 
employing good agency, such as will meet to 
an extent the intelligence of the new settlers, 
At present there is only our worship on the 
island, but soon some one will supply an 
agency capable cf the task to be done, if we 
do not. We have the field in possession. 
Shall £40, or £50, be granted for an agent? 
It might not be required for many years, 
The cause would soon help itself. The only 
form of worship here is curs; and this might 
still be the case had I aid. Do help us 
some way or other. St. Domingo may soon 
be accessible to us on the north side. Had 
I an assistant, that island could be visited 
perhaps twice a year. Will not this con- 
sideration influence aid, and soon? I hope 
it will. The people wish me to see them, 
but how can I leave these islands? 


HAITI. 


The graphic sketch below, given by 
journey to stations in the interior, will 
labour in this beautiful island. 


our brother, Mr. Wesuny, of a recent 
show some of the perils of missionary 


It is a source of pratitude to God that his 


labours are bearing fruit, and that the evident blessing of God is falling on this 
‘interesting field. Mr. Wusixy’s letter is dated October 28, 1850. 


Permit to travel. 

When I last wrote you I had not time or 
space to give you an account of a journey 
I had just undertaken to visit two of the out- 
stations. As I have never yet given you an 
account of any of my journeys, the following 
may interest you. At all events, it will give 
you some idea of what travelling is in Hayti, 
and of the manner in which the gospel is 
received by this poor people. On the 17th 
of last month I obtained from the authorites 
here my “permit”? to journey to Marigot 
and Sale Trou to preach the gospel. It is 
not wise or even safe to travel here without a 
permit. At any part of the journey one is 
liable to be very unceremoniously ordered to 
return. With a permit, however, one secures 
the respect and protection of the authorities 
commanding the places one may wish to visit. 
Here is a copy of mine for the journey :— 

“ Permis 4 Mons. Webley, ministre de 
Vevangile, demeurant dans la ville de Jacmel, 
daller 4 Marigot et 4 Sale Trou pour précher 


V’éyangile. Il monte un cheval rouge, étempé 
a la cuisse du cdté du montoir det lettres 
LSM. I est accompagné d’un nommé 
Rumford qui lui sert de guide et qui monte 
un cheval baie, étempé a la cuisse du coté 
-du moritoir des lettres CL. Le dis Mons. 
Webley prie les autorités militaires et civiles 
de la route de lui accorder leur protection et 
leur secours. Jacmel ce 17 Septre. 1850.” 
Marigot. . 
Having obtained my permit I commenced 


my journey on Wednesday morning. The 
road to Marigot is good throughout, is suffi- 
ciently wide for a gig to pass, and much 
resembles an English country lane. I started 
at about seven o’clock and arrived about 
mid-day, the distance being about twenty-one 
miles. On arriving after such a journey, my 
first business, after an interview with the 
authorities, was to endeavour to obtain a cup 
of coffee and something in the shape of a 
dinner. Disappointed, however, in_ this 
respect, (for the family where I stopped had 
just dined) I commenced at once to visit the 
villagers from house to house, to converse 
with them, and to distribute my tracts and 
scriptures. They were glad to see me, and 
evinced no small amount of gratitude for the 
counsels and tracts I gave them. The village 
is somewhat large—contains a population of 
perhaps four or five hundred persons. The 
neighbourhood is, however, more densely 
populated. In the adjacent mountains there 
are supposed to be between two and three 
thousand persons. (What an immense in- 
calculable blessing colporteurs would be in 
such districts.) The appearance of the village 
on approaching it is exceedingly romantic. 
The only thing I can compare it to is a set of 
hay ricks standing without order on the shore 
of the “ deep and dark blue sea,” and rising 
up here and there amidst the beautiful foliage 
of an almost countless number of, cocoa-nut 
trees. At sunset, whilst I was enjoying my 
repast at the house where our dear brethren 
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Francies and Birrell did so before me, the 
commissaire of police came to know what 
arrangements he should make for the service. 


The service. 


He soon returned to the court-house, had it 
swept, and arranged the benches for the 
service, After this he set out, accompanied 
by the national school-master and two private 
individuals, to announce to the villagers that 
service was about to commence. At half-past 
six I went myself to the court-house. The 
congregation at first was but small. The 
general commanding the ‘village, evidently 
not pleased with the appearance of my trou- 
ble being repaid by such a small attendance, 
then set out himself, literally “to compel 
the people to come in.” He soon returned 
with such a number of men, women, and 
children, that the court house could not con- 
tain. them. Many remained outside, but 


listened most attentively during the service. | 


Perhaps we had not less than a hundred 
and fifty persons, within and without. 

The service, which consisted of a short 
prayer, reading and expounding a chapter, 
and prayer again, commenced at seyen 
o’clock and ended at half-past eight. How 
I would like for some of our dear friends in 
England to have been present, 


prosperity, and for all the money this mission 
has cost them. The silent tears soon began to 
flow, the anxious look was soon unmoyeably 
fixed upon the preacher, and young and old 
soon paid the most marked attention. That 
sight was worth coming to Hayti to see. Had 
I continued till midnight I think one and all 
would have remained, eagerly picking up the 
crumbs of the bread of life. Surely bread 
thus cast upon the waters shall be seen after 
many days. Having distributed amongst the 
congregation about one hundred tracts, some 
portions” of scripture, and about fourteen 
New Testaments, and having promised the 


school-master a dozen Testaments for the use | 


of the school, and one for his own private 
use, I thanked the people and the authorities 
for their kindness, and bade them farewell. 
They seemed, however, loath to disperse, and 
almost with tears in their eyes begged me to 
visit them again soon. They said, “We have 
now no priest who comes to see us; we are 
ignorant, and need and wish instruction ; and 
we are convinced that your motives are pure, 
and that your religion is that of the bible.” 
I assured them that as often as my duties in 


town allowed me to absent myself I would | 


visit them, and that nothing would afford me 


greater pleasure than to be able to give them | 
they so | : gly 
| of what climbing up the inside of the Monu 


that instruction about religion whi 
much needed. 


Perilous route to Sale Trou, 


‘commenced my perilous route to Sale Trou, 


It would | 
have repaid them for all their prayers for our | 


dara {the pathway had been 
~ At seven o’clock the following ‘morning I ene 
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hoping to arrive at three or four o’clock, so 
as to preach in the evening. In this, how- 
ever, I was disappointed, as I did not reach 
my destination till eight o’clock. For about 
four miles the road is good—resembles that 
between Jacmel and Marigot, but the cross- 
ing of seven or eight mountains render the 
road almost impassible for the poor horses, 
which in this country are rarely shod, especi- 
ally as the foot path up the mountains is 
covered with sharp flinty rocks. As soon as 
we had journeyed about four miles we came 
to a river which we had to ford near its 
mouth, and at a very dangerous crossing, as 
it was the rainy season. Here persons and 


| beasts of burden are often carried into the 
sea. 
| crossed that I feared we should be compelled 


The current was so strong when we 


to return. Through mercy we forded without 
any accident. As soon as we found ourselves 
on the other side, we began to ascend a 
mountain. The pathway had been so much 
washed with the rains, and the water had run 
down it in such torrents, that it was converted 
into a sort of ravine. The ascent was there- 
fore difficult and troublesome. In some 
places one seemed to be climbing a stair-case 
of rocks, which are frequently between two 
and three feet high, so that in descending the 
only way to clear them is to walk one’s self, 
and allow the horse to clear them at a leap. 
When we had passed three of these moun- 
tains we came to a very narrow pass where a 
tree had fallen so low as to render it necessary 
to unsaddle the horses so as to pass under- 
neath. Here the descent was almost terrific. 
The road was so bad that I was obliged to 
lead my horse, and so narrow that there was 
only room for the horse in the path, so that 
I had to walk on the edge of the precipice, 
which, as it was only banked up with small 
stones, frequently gave way and threatened 
to engulph me in the abyss below. Not a 
hair of my head, however, was hurt. When 
we had crossed the fourth mountain, the 
cravings of appetite, sharpened by fatigue 
and the mountain air, required that we 
should rest and eat. 


seemed to become more perilous at every 
step we took. The last three mountains 


be. In some places 
mountain, and one had to 


ment on horseback might 


as eee climb (on foot of — eh 
course) up the mass of large rocks and 
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mould as one could. The ascent, however, 
was not so difficult or so dangerous as the 
descent, 


The village. 


Thus, after a long, and tiresome, and 
perilous day’s ride, we came at night to our 
destination. This was Thursday night, and 
I had to return for the sabbath services. 
It was too late, however, then to announce 
my arrival and to get a congregation together. 
Under these circumstances I determined to 
pass the Friday in the village, and to journey 
home during the night. This I did, and was 
amply repaid by the kind reception I every 
where met with. These people are more 
deprived (if it be a deprivation at all) of the 
services of a priest than are those at Marigot. 
The road is so bad that no priest will venture 
to visit them, and the village so poor that 
they have failed in all their attempts to get 
one to reside amongst them. This village, 
therefore, as well as that of Marigot, is open 
to the efforts of protestants, who, under the 
circumstances, are always sure to meet with 
a hearty reception. The population is larger 
than that of Marigot—contains perhaps about 
five hundred persons, and is more densely 
peopled in the surrounding mountains, which 
gives the village the beautiful appearance of a 
large amphitheatre, in the centre of which, 
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on the sea shore, are about two hundred 
huts, all covered with a sort of reed, and 
rudely scattered, interspersed here and there 
amongst cocoa-nut trees, without order, or 
street, or anything to guide one. After 
spending the day here, visiting the people, 
distributing my tracts, and the remainder of 
my Testaments amongst them, I preached in 
the national school room to about a hundred, 
who received me quite as kindly, and listened 
to me quite as attentively, as did those at 
Marigot. The Lord graciously bless his word 
sown amongst them. 


The return. 


At ten o’clock we began our journey 
home, and were then not much less than 
fifty miles from Jacmel, The moon was 
beautifully clear and bright till about two 
o’clock. As the rain then threatened, and 
the darkness was becoming thicker at every 
step, we stopped for an hour upon the 
top of one of the mountains, lighted a 
fire, and refreshed ourselves with food and 
rest. At three o’clock we arrived at Marigot, 
and at six on Saturday evening we found 
ourselves at home at Jacmel. I hope soon 
to visit these stations again. Being alone 
here [ cannot, however, do so as often as I 
wish. May the Lord of the harvest send 
forth more labourers into his vineyard, 


HOME PROCEEDINGS. 


Dorin the past month, meetings have been held at Brixton and Tottenham 
which have been attended by the secretaries. Mr. Trestrart has been engaged 
for ten days-at Ramsgate, Margate, Canterbury, and their vicinities, and Mr. 
Unperutt with Rev. T. Surru at Kingston, Wraysbury, and Staines. Mr. Smrra 
has also visited Somerleyton. The brethren Canny and Maxepzace are in Scot- 
land pleading for the Society, and Mr. Cary on his return visits some places in 
Cumberland and Westmoreland. 

‘We again respectfully urge on our London friends to apprise us as early as 
possible of any arrangements which they may have with pastors in the country, 
to preach in London, Lord’s day, April 27th, so that the lists may be filled up 
as soon as possible. 

It has long been felt that the mode usually adopted in choosing the Com- 
mittee at the Annual Meeting of members, has been attended with considerable 
inconvenience. ‘To remove that inconvenience as far as possible, and to expedite 
the proceedings, as well as to enable the members present to deliberate on their 
votes, the following regulations have been resolved upon, and we publish them 
here, in order to make our friends generally acquainted with them. 

“1. That at the Annual Meeting of Members, the first pusiness attended to after the 
opening of the meeting, shall be the reading: the list of attendances of the Committee and 
nominating members to serve on the Committee for the ensuing year. : a: 

«9, That each nomination shall include the residence of the member nominated. =~ 

“ 3, That the list of nominations shall be read over, and when completed, shall be imme- 
Tate Tames and residence of member of the Baptist Misionry Solty nominated. 

n th nittee for the year -2, “ier : 
“ nth. tae es praia ess a mark against the names of not more than 
naa ‘thirty-six, the number of which the Committee is to consist. s $ 
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« Names and residences to follow in alphabetical order.' 

«4, That as soon as the lists are printed, they be distributed among the members present. 

“5, That at two o’clock scrutineers be appointed to collect and examine the votes.” 

The contributions to the Cholera Fund continue to flow in liberally, and from 
every part of the country. They afford a pleasing indication of the deep 
sympathy which is felt by the churches in the present cordition of Jamaica ; 
and the relief afforded cannot fail to cheer and comfort the minds of the brethren 
there, even if it fall short of what is required by the necessities of the case. 
Up to the 31st of January we had received about £1,450, and directions had been 
forwarded to Jamaica to draw for £550. No pastor there had been overlooked. 
The sub-committee appointed to distribute this fund will now wait the arrival 
of the next mail before they take any further steps. About £200 more have been 
received for this fund up to the 14th of February. Perhaps an equal amount. 
may come in before the end of the month. 

The receipts for general purposes have not been so large these two past months 
as usual. This may in part arise from the efforts which our friends are making 
to relieve Jamaica distress. We hope, however, an effort will be made to regain 
some of the lost ground. The total receipts to Jan. 3lst have been £12,245, 
being £230 less than those of the previous year to that time. For General 
Purposes we have received £9,490 being £187 more. The total expenditure has 
been £15,281, being £907 less; so that financially the Society is £1000 better, 
but it is mainly owing to decreased expenditure, which means, in fact, diminished 


agency. 


The following letter from a warm and kind friend of the Mission will be read 


with interest. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Missionary 
Herald. 


Dear Srr,—As you have invited the 
readers of the “ Herald” to furnish state- 
ments'with a view of showing what may be 
done to augment the funds of the mission, by 
what is done, you may possibly think the 
following facts not unworthy of insertion in 
some future number. 
the first Lord’s day in the month, a mission- 
ary service_is held in our Sunday schools. 
Prayer is offered, portions of missionary in- 
telligence are read, and short addresses given 
by the superintendents. In the afternoon, a 
collection is made in every class, the officers 
and teachers always setting the example. 
Sometimes we raise twenty shillings at a 
collection, at others less. Last year our 
Sunday school offering amounted to a trifle 
more than nine pounds, a small sum it may 
be thought for twenty-three teachers, and 
290 scholars, but with scarcely an exception, 
they belong to the working class. The Bap- 


On the morning of 


We hope it will lead to similar doings elsewhere. 


tist Mission presents few features more en- 
couraging at the present time than the 
interest taken in it by the voung. 

The habit of giving which is being formed 
in thousands of this interesting class, will tell 
powerfully upon the funds of the Society in 
future years. All honour to the “ Young 
Men’s Baptist Missionary Association.” It 
was a wise and happy thought to embody in 
a distinct organization for missionary pur- 
poses, the youthful intelligence, and zeal, 
and piety of our churches. An increased 
circulation of that welcome little visitor, the 
“ Juvenile Missionary Herald,” could not 


fail to be productive of good results, and if 


all the respected pastors of our churches 
could find time to preach an occasional mis- 
sionary sermon to the young, it would tend 
to sustain the missionary spirit where it 
exists, and to revive it where it has declined, 


Sincerely yours, 


C.K. 
Sabden, January 9, 1851. 


Mr. Coxe, the Secretary of the Young Men’s Missionary Association, has 
requested us to insert the subjoined communication, 


YOUNG MEN’S MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION IN AID OF THE 


BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The following is a digest of this Society’s 
operations during the past quarter :— 


Three lectures to young men haye been | 


delivered in the Library by the Revs. Charles 


i wn SE ima 
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Stovel, J. Makepeace, and F. Trestrail, upon 
subjects eminently calculated to stir up and 
keep alive the missionary spirit. 

On the 27th of December a special devo- 
tional meeting was held, to implore the 
divine blessing upon the Rev. J. A. Wheeler 
and our African mission. The Rev. W. How- 
ieson presided. Addresses were delivered by 
the Rev. J. A. Wheeler, and Messrs. Carr, 
J. Beecham, and Cole. The meeting was a 
most impressive one, and it is hoped the 
feelings produced will be long felt. 

The Committee have delivered fourteen 
lectures on India to the metropolitan schools, 
and have assisted at twelve juvenile mission- 
ary meetings, besides delivering addresses to 
many Sunday schools, both in London and 
the provinces. 

In December last two members of the 
Committee, Messrs. Keen and Cumming, 
delivered six lectures on India, &e., in the 
town of Birmingham; and in January, the 
Secretary, Mr. ‘Cole, delivered five public 
lectures in London upon the same interesting 
subject. 
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The Committee have also had the pleasure 
of forming three fresh juvenile auxiliaries to 
the parent society, and haye allotted several 
mission schools for support to schools at 
home. 

Several additions have been made to the 
museum during the quarter, especially a set 
of models of the different castes in Ceylon, 
from their esteemed friend Mr. Allen. The 
Committee would again invite the co-opera- 
tion of those who are able to aid them by the 
gift of articles brought from foreign climes, 


Finally, they have been endeavouring to 
arrange for the forwarding a weekly news- 
paper regularly to each of our missionary 
brethren, to whom such a gift would be 
inestimable; they have succeeded in supply- 
ing thirty of the missionaries, and hope next 
quarter to be able to say that each of our 
missionaries are supplied. Any friend who 
takes in a paper regularly, and can spare it 
for this object, the Secretary will be happy 
to communicate with on the subject. 


Many friends will be happy to learn the safe arrival in Calcutta of the ship 
“Marlborough,” which conveyed to India our esteemed friends Mrs. Yarus, Mrs, 


Panney, Mrs. Syxes, and Mrs. Biss, with their families. 


date of our advices. 


All were well at the 


POSTSCRIPT. 


We beg to remind our friends, and hope they will kindly take special notice of 
it, that the accounts close on the 31st instant, and that contributions intended 
to appear in the report must be sent in-on or before that day. The sooner the 


better. 


The following Contributions have been received for the “ West India Cholera 
Fund,” in addition to those acknowledged in the last Herald. 


\ 
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IRISH CHRONICLE 


THE ENDURING WORD. 


Ture is a neighbouring nation where the majority of the people hate the Bible 
as “‘ the heretic’s book.” he minister is in the pulpit proclaiming to an attentive 
audience the word of life. Fellows of the baser sort, in considerable numbers, 
force an entrance; and, after creating much confusion, bear away with them two 
copies of the Holy Scriptures. These, as in triumph, they burn in the public 
street. A little after, when the excitement had passed away, a few Christians 
returned to the spot. Among the shrivelled remnants of the fire, they found that 
text remaining in distinct legibility— the word of the Lord endureth for ever.” It 
was taken home, and laid up as a precious deposit for encouragement in future 
struggles. 

Yes, * the word of the Lord endureth for ever.” Its enemies may rage, but it 
is not to be put down. Its victory is as certain as thatits Author is in heaven. “ It 
shall not return to him void, but accomplish that which he pleases, and prosper 
in the thing whereto he sends it.” 

Hence principally arises our hope in respect of Ireland. It is a field of peculiar 
difficulty and discouragement. Here, more strongly than in any other quarter of 
the word, is the “man of sin” entrenched. Here the people, under a special delu- 
sion, believe his lie. Here his forces muster in overwhelming numbers, and sur- 
round his banners with singular zeal. How few, comparatively, after considerable 
expense of time and treasure have yet received the truth, and declared themselves 
the freemen of Christ. Are we then to retreat? No; “ the battle is the Lord’s.”’ 
Do we despair? No; our cause is that of the word of God, the divinely appointed 
instrument of blessing,—and “it endureth for ever,”—it cannot be defeated. 

“The word of the Lord is quick and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit.” Ina district of 
considerable darkness, itis announced that an agent will preach in a school-house, 
on a particular evening. The time arrives, the congregation is assembled, and the 
worship begun. But there is an auditor who is not of the congregation. Stealthily 
she takes her place outside under a window, desirous of hearing, but afraid of 
being seen. The bow is drawn at a venture; but infinite wisdom guides the 
arrow. The preacher reads from the New Testament,—“ Neither is there salva- 
tion in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved.” This testimony reaches her heart. It is carried 
home in the demonstration of the Spirit. She returns to her habitation, but not to 
rest, till, having inquired the way of God more perfectly, she is baptized on a 
credible profession of faith in the one Mediator between God and man. She is 
now a consistent member of a Christian church in the New World. 

In Ireland she was brought out of darkness into marvellous light. There she 
readily witnessed a good confession before many witnessess, But her stay was 
then comparatively short in the sister isle. Not long after her conversion, she 
emigrated, with some others, to the United States where, we understand, her 
walk is “worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing.” O! had circumstances admitted 
of her remaining in her native land—had the thousands of her brethren and sisters 
similarly rescued by the instrumentality of the Baptist Irish Society, been able to 
remain—what a different aspect would our mission now present ! How influential 
in numbers and in other respects would our smallest churches now be Re , 

But those emigrant converts, though removed from Ireland, are not. lost to the 
church. They still testify for Christ, though in_a different locality from that in 
which their testimony was originally tested. Their light still shines, but itnow 
illuminates another land than that which gave them birth. The vast solitudes of 
the “far west,” whither for the most part they try to find their way, are hereby 
- peopled with followers of the Lamb. Ireland’s loss is America’s gain. 


But amid the many discouraging circumstances connected with at ec 
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mission, we look up, with renewed confidence to God. Our hope is in his word. 
It is by it we expect to conquer. It is still the same weapon of success it was in 
former days. It is still equally mighty, equally adapted to every variety of human 
character. With it—under an awful responsibility—are we now entrusted of 
God with the conversion of Irelard. Ours is a duty as evident as it is sacred. 
We may not, we cannot go back. The greatest difficulties are now conquered. 
Many obstructions, once existing, exist no more. New and hopeful fields of 
labour demand attention. Districts are now open to the word of life, where, by 
human authority, all access was once prohibited. The fruit of years of labour— 
labour that long appeared in vain—is thus beginning to appear. And is this a 
time for those who have toiled on alike in evil as in good report—those who have 
borne the burden and the heat of the day—to decline further effort? ‘* Up and be 
doing,” is the peculiarly emphatic language of Providence now in respect of 
Ireland. Our diligence must be doubled. Never were the teachers of Roman 
Catholicism more active in Ireland than now. The recent agitation has called 
out all their energies. To speechifying they reply by action. The zeal of priests, 
of sisters of charity, of all Catholics, whether high or low, learned or unlearned— 
not only to maintain their ground, but to proselyte, can be but very imperfectly 
understood in England. It amazes those who have been long and intimately 
conversant with the workings of Popery. Is this a time for Baptists to look with 
indifference upon a field which Catholics with calm confidence claim as their own, 
and from which they anticipate so much in the way of sending out colonies either 
to England or America? Great Britain must evangelize Ireland, or Ireland will 
Romanize Great Britain. 

Help us, then, brethren, to occupy Ireland more efficiently than we have ever 
done. Give us the means of encountering this antagonist in a manner propor- 
tioned to the importance of the attempt. Tous, as a denomination, the con- 
flict peculiarly belongs. It is ours, with consistent confidence, to call their 
attention to the divine word as a perfect rule of faith and practice. It is ours 
to put before them in the spirituality of the church, either as to its Head, its 
membership, or its ordinances, a correct embodiment of New Testament truth. 
It is ours, not so much to rebuke their errors or misdeeds, as to invite them 
to meditate with us on the character of Him who “by Himself purged our 
sins.” Come up with us, brethren, more resolutely than ever, “to the help of 
the Lord against the mighty.” 

Forget not India,—forget not Africa,—forget not Jamaica under its recent 
sore visitation, — but, Oh! remember Ireland likewise—our “little sister?— 
“black but comely”—long down-trodden and degraded—feebly sensible of her 
real state—and, amid her many wrongs, generally overlooking the one terrible 
cause of God’s displeasure, and of her consequent wretchedness. 


™ 
~ 


The following is extracted from Par. 
Brennan’s letter :— 


On last Saturday I met a poor man in 
Boyle ; he and his wife said they wished to 
have a conversation with me. I went aside 
with them; they said that the priest had 
gone to their house a few days before, and 
ah Be had seen a Testament in their pos- 


sir,” said he, “I do not read as much of it as 
T ought,” “Did I give you liberty to read 
it? said the priest. « No, sir; nor did I 
think it necessary to ask any man’s liberty to 
read the word of God,” “You area heretic, 


sir,” said he, “and I will excommunicate you | 


from the true church.” “You may do that, if 
you like,” replied the man, “but you cannot 


je asked the poor man, “ Was he in | 
the habit of reading that book ? “Indeed, 


cut me off from God, whose blessed word is 
that book which you condemn.” The priest: 
went off quite enraged. That was a Testa- 
ment that I gave to a son-in-law of this poor 
man some time since, and when going to 
England lately, he gave this book to his 
father-in-law, and I trust that it has been 
the means, in God’s hand, of saying the soul 
of this individual. This, indeed, came to me 
as the fulfilment of the promise, “ Cast thy 
bread upon the waters, and it shall be seen 
after many days.” I promised to visit this 
man, at his own earnest request, and to bring 
him some tracts. — : 

On Thursday last, when on my way home, 
a woman called me into her house. She 
said, “I have a book which I got from a ~ 
gentleman, and I am going to sell it; will 
you buy it?’—(it was a Testament.) I asked 
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her why she was about to sellit; she replied, 
«This is the time of the blessed jubilee, and 
the priest’ will neither hear my confession nor 
give me absolution while I have it in my 
possession.” “Well,” said I, “I am sorry to 
hear that, for if the priest understood the 
meaning of God’s jubilee, he would love 
God’s blessed book, and would recommend 
it to all his flock, for this book proclaims 
liberty to the captive souls, and those that 
are bound in sin, if they come to Jesus Christ 
for pardon, they will have life eternal. This 
is the true jubilee, and he that will deprive 
you of this blessed book, deprives you of the 
means that God has appointed to lead poor 
sinners to Christ our Saviour.” The woman 
was evidently much confused, and said she 
would not part with the book. I continued 
with her for some time, and stated the gospel 
to her. I mention this to show the wicked 
contrivances of the priests to keep the people 
from reading the word of God. 


Mr. Me Kee ina letter received a few 
days back, says :— 


I had the pleasure of baptizing a young 
man on the evening of last Lord’s day, in our 
chapel, who was brought up a Romanist, and 
had remained so until last spring, when he 
came to this neighbourhood to reside. He 
was but a short time here, when he came to 
our chapel with one of the brethren who had 
invited him. He was interested in what he 
heard, and soon became regular in his at- 
tendance. When I saw that he was coming 
regularly, [ called upon him, and gave him a 
few tracts to read, which I had selected as 
suitable for him. I was particularly pleased 
wheneyer I turned my eye to where he sat in 
the chapel, to see that he was very attentive, 
and that wheneyer a text was quoted he turned 
up the bible to find it for himself, After he 
had attended us regularly for some six or 
seven months, I took an opportunity of 
having a private interview with him, and 
earnestly pressed upon his mind the subject 
of personal religion ; and I have reason to 
know, from what he has since expressed, that 
it was not labour in vain. The Lord appears 
to have opened his heart to receive the truth 
as it is in Jesus. : 

Last week he called upon me to intimate 
that he wished to unife with us in church 
fellowship, and after giving him such advice 
as I thought necessary, I mentioned his case 
at a church meeting the same evening, when 
two of the brethren were deputed to visit 
him and report to the church, They did so; 
and when he was proposed for membership 
on Lord’s day, I never saw a case where 


there seemed to be more cordiality, not to | 
| Batn’s letter. 


say unanimity, in the reception of a member. 
Iam the more particular in stating this, be- 
cause the great bulk of the Protestants in the 
north of Ireland seem to think that it is next 
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to impossible that converts from Roman 
catholicism can be sincere. Our young 
friend acknowledges that he knew nothing of 
the way of a sinner’s acceptance with God 
until he came amongst us. May we not say, 
dear brother, that this “is a brand plucked 
out of the fire ?” 


Micuarn WatsH says in a recent 
letter :— 


I wish to give an account of one Roman 
Catholic man, who, depending much on his 
abilitities, came to my house to discuss on 
the various subjects connected with the 
church of Rome. The first time he came 
was at night, and we continued at it till a late 
hour. His first point was, that none received 
the Holy Ghost but through the agency of 
the apostles, he said the Lord never breathed 
on any but the apostles, saying “ Receive yethe 
Holy Ghost,” &e. ; but the scripture of truth 
proved otherwise, I brought him at once to 
the day of Pentecost, and showed him it was 
poured out on others as well as the apostles, 
&e. ; he likewise said that Paul did not go 
out to preach, till he was first brought to the 
house of Simon, the tanner, where Peter was, 
to be sent forth by him ; but I read the 9th 
chapter of the Acts for him, and he was 
greatly surprised to find that he did not come 
in contact with Peter at the time ; again he 
argued, that any one that observed the out-: 
ward ordinances would be saved, that is, 
baptism and. confession, &c. I showed him 
that a person might be baptized, and con- 
firmed, and go to confession, and yet bea 
drunkard, a liar, a blasphemer, &e., &c. I 
asked him, did the outward ceremonies then. 
save the person ? showed-him it was not by 
any of these that faith came, but simply by 
the word of God. In two days after he came 
back again, and we spent a good part of the 
day discussing various subjects, in one of 
which he strove to prove the bible was not a 
sufficient rule of faith, &c. I read some 
portions of the word for him, from the Douay 
bible, and showed him from it the scriptures 
were a sufficient rule of faith. We parted on 
good terms, and I wish what he heard in the 
course of the discussion may prove profitable 
to him, 

Distributed in the course of the month” 
sixty-four tracts ; visited sixty-nine families, 
fifty-seven protestants, and twelve Roman 
Catholics, one hundred and seventy persons ; 


| that is one hundred and nineteen Protestants, 


and fifty-one Roman Catholics, with others, 
when opportunity permitted, heard the word 


/ in the course of the last month, 


The following is extracted from Mr. 
He succeeded our friend 


Mr. Bares at Banbridge. 
-So.-far my success has been certain ; but 
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I would be very cautious in my correspon- 
dence of making statements, or leading you 
to form expectations that might never be 
realized. Thesoil is not congenial for baptist 
labour, nor the people prepared to receive 
baptist views. The public mind has been 
trained under presbyterian influence and the 
aristocratic feeling is decidedly in favour of 
the Prayer-book and the Thirty-nine Articles. 
However, if I be made the instrument of 
good to any, and succeed in bringing them to 
a knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus, it 
will be an easy thing to make them baptists. 
To this I have directed my efforts hitherto, 
and not altogether in vain. As I have stated 
in my letters, the morning congregation does 
not fill the small chapel, but in the evening 
there is not accommodation for the people. 
While there are twenty-four individuals in 
the church of England, we have about one 
hundred and fifty, and our chapel was only 
built to accommodate one hundred. I have 
been recommended to enlarge our place of 
meeting by persons not connected with us, 
and some have offered to subscribe; but not 
knowing how the congregation may fluctuate 
in the summer time, I deem it more prudent 
not to entertain the subject at present. 

The ministers of other denominations are 
very affable and courteous, (the church always 
excepted). The rector has condescended to 
remonstrate with some of his people for going 
to such a place as the “baptist house,” and 
his curate says we are “ heretics.’ Iam in- 
debted to their pastoral visits for some regular 
hearers! I take no notice whatever of their 
underhand warfare; it does us good, and 
directs public attention to our cause. 


Another agent writes :— 


Forthe past month I have been employed 
as usual, endeavouring to read and speak the 
truth wherever an opportunity presented itself, 
I have been in the county of Sligo for a week, 
and hej@ many prayer-meetings, and on each 
occasion a good number of Roman Catholics 
attended. I had a mecting on the sabbath- 
day in the house of a Protestant, Wm. Sythe, 
a good number were in attendance, and some 
were intelligent persons; and after reading, 
singing, and prayer, we had a religious con- 
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versation, in which the Roman Catholics 
present seemed much interested. Many left 
much satisfied, and regretted that such 
opportunities were not more frequent, and that 
they would feel most happy to attend even if 
the priests were to know it. Oh, may our 
prayers be directed to our heavenly Father 
constantly on behalf of our poor fellow mor- 
tals, that their minds may be still more 
enlightened by the Holy Spirit to discern 
truth from error, and that the means of hear- 
ing and learning the precious truths of the 
gospel may be brought more and more within 
their reach. 


Another extract :— 


T hold the weekly prayer-meetings, and 
am happy to say that many come with a 
desire to learn and be instructed in the truths 
of the bible. They have no other motive, for 
although many of them are poor and needy, 
we cannot relieve them; the priests here have 
often spoken from the altar, and given such 
threats as we feared sometimes would prevent 
both the parents and the children who still 
attend our sabbath-school from coming at all, 
notwithstanding, every sabbath up to this 
time we have had the majority Roman 
Catholics, though the tracts we have given 
them have been more than once taken from 
them and torn. One of the national teachers 
has made himself very officious in acts of this 
kind, and when he can get them, brings them 
to the priest. The children have now a large 
number of tickets with a text of scripture on 
each. We said, when they had a certain 
number, they should have some kind of good 
book for a reward. Some have doubled the 
number already. We expect soon. our kind 
friend Mr. Jackman, who has always taken 
such an interest in the scriptural instruction of 
the young and rising generation : he cheer- 
fully promised reward-books when I applied 
to him, and regrets that delicate health has 
kept him away so long. # is Bites 

I visit many families weekly, when I am 
generally received cheerfully. I always bring 
(when visiting) the Irish bible, which I find 
them more willing to listen to, and which 
they understand much better than English, 


The Accounts of the Society will close on the 31st March. Will our friends who have 
not collected please to do so, and remit the amounts a8 soon as possible? ~ ; 


Subscriptions and Donations thankfully received by the Treasurer, J oskrn Triton, Esq., 


Lombard Street; by the Secretary, Mr, Witt1am P. Wixtiams, at the Mission House, 


Moorgate Street ; and by the Pastors of the churches throughout the Kingdom, | 
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